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Upton St Leonards Life
incorporating Church News

Issue 85 September 2021

Upton St Leonards
2021 Annual Show

11 September, 2pm - 4.30pm

Village Hall & Grounds

We are celebra�ng our 7th birthday as Upton’s village
newsle�er. I would like to thank everyone in our team
who work hard each month to pull together and
deliver each edi�on and to those people who have and
con�nue to contribute much needed content.
Peter Wilson

See Page 4 for more informa�on
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What’s Been Happening in Upton?

Abbeydale Garden Club
Finally!!! Members of the Abbeydale Garden Club had the perfect evening to enjoy their first mee�ng of 2021 with
their Annual Garden Party, kindly hosted by Andrew and Helen Nicholls. Their garden, as always, was a riot of colour
and diversity and our hosts had ensured that there was plenty of shade as temperatures s�ll remained in the high
twen�es, well into the night. At 7pm in the evening the temperature gauge was s�ll reading 28.9 degrees!!!

Food was plen�ful, savoury nibbles of all kinds were provided, as well as homemade crumble and refreshing fruit
salads. Lively cha�er came from every corner of the garden whilst everyone enjoyed the variety of chilled beverages
on offer, including of course, the quintessen�al glass of Pimms!

Many thanks to Helen and Andrew for their hospitality and to Ann, our
Chairperson, for organising.

New members are always very welcome to join us. The group meets on
the 3rd Monday of the month in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. Why not
come along on 20 September, when our speaker will be Reg Moule from
the BBC. Reg’s talk is en�tled ‘Going a bit Exo�c!!’

For further informa�on please contact the Secretary, Val George

The Newsle�er Team apologise for ge�ng the hosts and loca�on
wrong in the August edi�on

Thursday Cuppa and Get
Together
The Old School Room (next to the
BMI) was the venue for our
fantas�c opening day in July.

We are happy to announce that
from THURSDAY 2nd September
we shall be star�ng a weekly 2pm
to 4 pm Tea/coffee and na�er get
together and we would love to see
you there, hopefully a regular
‘meet up’ spot for many of you.

A date for your diary!

The Old School
Room Re-
Opening

Co�ages for long rent, and self-catering
accommoda�on for short breaks, in Upton
St Leonards, perfect for visi�ng friends and

family.
Email: info@li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Tel: 01452 615150
www.li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Little Court CottagesBrothertons
Accountants & Tax Advisors

All Aspects of Accountancy:
● Self Assessment Tax Returns
● Sole Trader Accounts
● Limited Companies
● VAT
● Payroll
● Bookkeeping

Local family firm
Established 1998

Free ini�al mee�ng
Fixed quotes

2 Abbeymead Avenue, Gloucester GL4 5ER
01452 311711

www.brothertons.co.uk
email info@brothertons.co.uk
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What’s Been Happening in Upton?
Upton WI

We were at last able to get together,
and held a special mee�ng on the
first Monday in August. We sat well
spaced out in the Pavilion, our new
venue, on a lovely sunny a�ernoon.
Tea and cakes were served by
commi�ee members to mark the
occasion.

A presenta�on and thanks were
given to Julie Eake� for her sterling
work as Treasurer and thanks also to
Dianne Thomas for her work on the
Commi�ee.

There was plenty of talk about the
upcoming Strawberry Tea party in
the garden of our President, Angela
Harris. This will raise money for
Breast Cancer research.

Our secretary, Helen, was warmly
thanked for all the work in the
background during the difficult �mes
when we couldn't meet.
Unfortunately for us, Helen will be
leaving and we will need a new
secretary.

President Angela then entertained us
by reading from jo�ngs about Rose
Co�age, her house on Upton Hill.
These were notes le� to her by the
former owner, and they will stay at
Rose Co�age when Angela moves on
they belong to the house, not to her!

We meet again in the Pavilion on
Monday 6th Sept at 2pm for a talk
on bu�erflies and dragonflies by Ged
Cassell who, as well as working for
the Barnwood Trust,+ is a keen
conserva�onist and says: "Relaxing
for me means spending �me with
wildlife: listening to birdsong,
watching bu�erflies and dragonflies
and just walking in quiet, wild
places."

Kathy Quant

Monday Coffee Club at the BMI is back!!
I am pleased to share that the weekly Coffee Club
has re-started at the BMI. It runs in the lounge every
Monday from 1000-1200.

It was great that Brian and Lorraine were happy to
con�nue to make the BMI available for the group
each week.

We welcomed some new faces recently and it was
good to see our local PCSO, Lianne who popped in.

A�er so long, it was great to see so many of our community together again.

Marilyn

Bonfires in Gardens
A message to encourage residents to avoid burning waste in their back
gardens where possible as it’s not pleasant for neighbours - especially at
night. If anyone experiences regular problems with this they can report it
to the council and it will be dealt with under Statutory Nuisance Laws.

Much be�er to have a chat and explain that the smoke is causing a
problem.

Lorraine pictured above
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What’s Coming Up in Upton?
Upton St Leonards Annual Show

Please come along and support your annual village show. See some
pictures of previous shows and as can be seen on the front page, there is
something for everyone.
There will be musical entertainment from Jon Allbon on his guitar and
plenty to eat ranging from tasty refreshments to hot dogs and ice
creams. For those who like to read there will be a book sale.

Dog lovers can enjoy the Dog Show and there will be a Children’s Fancy Dress Show. Also, for the younger
a�endees, there will be a Bouncy Castle. Why not buy a few raffle �ckets and try your luck for some great prizes.

All this as well as the tradi�onal part of the show where hard working people can show off the fruits of their
labours, exhibi�ng vegetables, flowers, home made produce and cra�s and more!!

Help Required
With just 10 days to go before the annual Upton Show, we

would be grateful to receive dona�ons of cakes for the refreshments,
and also prizes for the tombola.

If you could spare an hour or so on the day to help with the
refreshments,

this would be very much appreciated, and also help with clearing up
at the end of the show.
Contact – Kate Brooks

What’s Been Happening in Upton?

Cra� ‘N’ Cha�er
Thank you cra�y ladies for making our new venture a great
success.

The introduc�on mee�ng was held in the Old School Room on
Thursday 5 August at 10am and 20 enthusias�c cra�y ladies
a�ended. This number has already increased to 23!!

The ladies’ interests were varied i.e kni�ng, sewing, beading etc, and everyone
enjoyed making the available fel�ng cra�s in a friendly atmosphere. Some ladies
brought along their own work in progress. Other cra�s such as quil�ng, tapestry and
many more will be introduced at future mee�ngs.

Gorgeous donated cakes were served with tea and coffee. A big “thank you” to our helpers.

Our regular mee�ngs will be held on the last Thursday of each month as follows : -

30th September, 28th October, 25th November and 16th

December.

Admission is £4 which includes cra� making and
refreshments .

If you are interested in joining us please contact Anita
Owen or Diana Rosewell

Anita(Le�) and Diana
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What’s Coming Up in Upton? - cont’d

BMI Autumn Quiz

For bmi members and signed in guests

(please note, every team must have 2 club members.
Membership cards may be checked on the night}

Saturday 2nd October 2021

With Andy @ 8.00p.m.

£1.50 per person for teams of up to 6 (max)

(Minimum £6 per team of 4)

PLEASE ADD YOUR NAME TO THE BOOKING SHEET BY THURSDAY 30th SEPTEMBER TO ENSURE THAT THERE ARE
SUFFICIENT COPIES OF QUIZ SHEETS AVAILABLE TOGETHER WITH TABLES ON THE NIGHT

ALL PROFITS ON THE NIGHT TO BE DONATED TO THE BMI CHARITY FOR 2021-22 AIR AMBULANCE

Congratula�ons to Richard and Catherine McLean on their Golden Wedding Anniversary!
They were married in June 1971.

Call my wine Bluff!
An evening of wine tas�ng and fun, no experience necessary

Village Hall, Saturday 9 October, 7.30pm

Tickets £12 (including nibbles)
There will be tables of about 6 people, but don’t worry if you are on your own or
just a couple, we will put you with others.

Each table is a team, trying to guess what wines are served. Each wine is one of three described by our blaggers, one
of whom will be telling the truth. Can your table sort out which blaggers are bluffing? There will be six wines served
over the evening, two red, two rosé, two white. A small prize for the table that gets the most correct.

In the interval, we will be entertained by our own TLC singers.

It’s a great evening of fun, no one takes it seriously! Lots of wine and chat as well.

The event is organised by USL Life, and is raising money for the magazine.

Tickets from Andy Russel
or any of the USL Life editors
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Police have issued a warning a�er fraudsters targeted people across Gloucester in phone call
scams where they claimed to be Police Officers. In one incident the fraudster claimed to be a DI
Warley working from Bearlands police sta�on. He was described as sounding polite and asked
probing ques�ons. When the resident, a 90-year-old woman, ques�oned his authen�city he
asked, "don't you trust your local police?". She realised this was an a�empt at a scam and ended the call.

In another a�empted scam the trickster called a woman aged in her 70s and claimed to be a DC Mar�n Rowley from Bearlands
police sta�on. He said her bank card had been used to buy items and that he would transfer her to the fraud inves�ga�on team.

In a similar a�empt earlier this week the person claiming to be DC Rowley called a woman aged in her 50s and used her name.
He told her that her card had been cloned and she needed to go to a bank and withdraw cash. He also said that staff at the bank
were under inves�ga�on and the woman needed to go to the bank that day as he wanted to arrest them as soon as possible.
When she refused to reveal her bank details the man ended the call.

Detec�ve Inspector Ma� Phillips from the Serious and Organised Crime Unit said:
The fraudsters were described as having been polite and asking probing ques�ons in a bid to make themselves sound convincing.
These are organised crime groups who work together and o�en target a loca�on at a �me, making thousands of phone calls un�l
someone falls vic�m to it.
They will some�mes know your name when they call, as there are databases online, but please don't let this trick you. They will
o�en be polite and sound professional so they gain your trust - they are manipula�ve and very convincing.

In some cases the fraudster also gives a collar number and asks you to ring 101 or 999 to check they are who they say they are,
but this is just part of the scam as the caller leaves the phone line open and you just end up talking to someone else involved.

"They will also o�en tell the person they're trying to con not to tell anyone else about the call, including their own family or the
bank. They will then arrange for a courier to come and collect the items - either cash, gi� cards or other expensive items - at a
loca�on such as your home or place of work.

"I would urge people to please tell your elderly or vulnerable rela�ves and friends about this type of scam - no police officer or
other official will ever ask you to withdraw money from your bank, pass over your bank details or hand over cash to someone."

Neither police nor bank officials will ever ask you to withdraw money from your account, purchase anything or hand over your
personal details or passwords. If you believe you are being targeted by a scammer hang up the phone and use a different phone
line to call Ac�on Fraud or the police, as scammers have a way to stay on the line and will pretend to be the police when you
call back. If you don’t have access to a different phone line, wait for a period of �me and try calling a family member or friend
first to make sure the scammer is no longer on the line.
Just because someone knows basic details about you like your name, address or date of birth, it doesn’t mean they are genuine
bank or police employees. Always ques�on suspicious phone calls and report them to Ac�on Fraud or the police.

If you think you or someone you know has been defrauded, you can report it to Ac�on Fraud online or by calling
0300 123 2040.

Important Message from Lianne Hiscock PCSO

Fast, Friendly
& Dedicated Service
In Your Local Area

Family Run Business
Est. In 1968

CEDAR MOTOR HOUSE LTD
Grove Court, Upton Hill
Gloucester GL4 8DA

01452 617240 or 07976 322735

MOT TESTING WHILE YOU WAIT FOR PETROL
AND DIESEL VEHICLES

Diagnostic Fault Code Reading.
Vehicle Servicing & Mechanical Repairs.

Clutches & Timing Belts Replaced, Top Quality Tyres,
Batteries & Exhausts Fitted AT Competitive Prices.

Insurance & Accident Repairs.
Welding Service.

Servicing for New & Used Vehicles Using Genuine
Parts If Required, at Much Lower Rates than Main
Agents. All Parts and Repairs Complying with
Manufacturers Warranty Requirements.
Lube Service from £89 incl VAT
Interim Service from £129 incl VAT
Full Service from £175 incl VAT

We are situated on Upton Hill in Upton St Leonards.
Grove Court is 100 yards past the Kings Head Pub on

the right hand side. Collection service available.

M��’� H���� D��� P������ H���
“Why drive when you can be driven?”

L���� M�����
Chauffeur

07814 947587
lewismorgan58@live.co.uk

Hi! I’m Lewis Morgan, Gloucester born and bred
family man. I’ve been driving safely for 40 years.

Independent Private Hire for up to 4 persons plus
ample luggage space.

UK Holiday des�na�ons, Airports, Weddings and
Par�es. Cheltenham and Chepstow races,
shopping trips, hospital appointments.

OAP discount.
Just ask for what you need and see if I can help!

07814 947587
www.mogshappydaysprivatehire.co.uk
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Work on Trees bordering the M5

We will be
removing
some trees
that have
been
iden�fied as
hazardous
along the
Upton St
Leonards
stretch of the
M5.

This is due to take place on the 20th
September.

Parish Council Projects

Village Entrance Signs

In an effort to moderate driver speeds, the council
will be installing a third entrance sign with speed
limit on the Portway before the winter.

Vehicle Ac�va�on Signs

This has been discussed before regarding placing
these signs in the worst speeding areas of our
village but they are very expensive.

A recent discussion with our County Council
representa�ve covered a possible match funding
opportunity which the council is pursuing. If this
proves to be possible we will let residents know
more details when progress is made.

Children’s Society Box Collec�on 2021
Anne Herring and I have just completed coun�ng the money in the Children’s Society boxes held by
local residents. The total collected was £475.14 which is an amazing result. Having been unable to
count the money last year, due to Covid restric�ons, I know how very much this money will be
appreciated by the Children’s Society. On their behalf, I would like to thank all who have contributed
so generously towards the wonderful work they do.

I have been coordina�ng the House Box collec�on in this area for over 20 years during which �me,
and for various reasons, the number of box holders has reduced. It would be wonderful if during this
year, which marks the 140th anniversary of the founding of the Children’s Society, some new box holders could be recruited.

If there is anyone who would like to hear more about the work the society does, or would consider having a collec�on box,
please do contact me. I will be delighted to hear from you! Rachel Ball

Information

The BMI Club
(Est 1898)

Bondend Road
Upton St Leonards

Members Club, new
members welcome.

Two bars, wide screen TV with Sky/BT
Sports. Snooker /Pool Tables.Skittle Alley.

Regular entertainment nights.
Function room hire.

Annual Fee £10 plus £5 joining fee.
Senior Citizens half price

To join just call in
and see Brian our Steward for details.
Open Mon-Fri lunchtimes & evenings.

Sat-Sun Open all day.
http://www.bmiclub.co.uk/

Tel. 01452 616384
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Art’s Page This month we concentrate on different methods of
TRANSPORT and how poets have described them.

Motor Bike
MOTO GUZZI BIKE
I see a pigeon flying alongside trying to keep pace,
And feel the early morning sun kiss my face,
What be�er way to make you smile,
Than driving through the Cotswolds mile a�er mile.
ANON

Ship
CARGOES (excerpts)
Stately Spanish galleon coming from the isthmus,
Dipping through the Tropics by the palm-green shores,
With a cargo of diamonds,
Emeralds, amythysts,
Topazes, and cinnamon and gold moidores.

Dirty Bri�sh coaster with a salt-caked smoke stack,
Bu�ng through the Channel in the mad March days,
With a cargo of Tyne coal,
Road-rails, pig-lead,
Firewood, iron-ware and cheap �n trays. JOHN
MASEFIELD 1878 – 1967
(John Masefield was born in Ledbury, Herefordshire.
He was Poet Laureate 1930 – 1967)

Train
NIGHT MAIL (excerpts)
This is the night mail crossing the Border,
Bringing the cheque and the postal order,
Le�ers for the rich, le�ers for the poor,
The shop at the corner, the girl next door.

Birds turn their heads as she approaches,
Stare from bushes at her blank-faced coaches.

Le�ers of thanks, le�ers from banks,
Le�ers of joy from girl and boy.
Receipted bills and invita�ons
To inspect new stock or visit rela�ons,
And applica�ons for situa�ons,
And �mid lovers’ declara�ons,
And gossip, gossip from all the na�ons. W. H. AUDEN
1907 – 1973

Bicycle
The bicycle is the most civilised conveyance known to
man – other forms of transport grow daily more
nightmarish; only the bicycle remains pure in heart.
IRIS MURDOCH 1919 -1999

Final thoughts on the theme of Transport and a
Book Review featuring Flying

“Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing –
absolutely nothing – half so much worth doing as
simply messing about in boats” From ‘The Wind
in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame 1859 – 1932

“WALK! Not bloody likely. I’m going in a taxi”.
Words spoken by Eliza Dooli�le in ‘Pygmalion’ by
George Bernard Shaw 1856 – 1950

—————————————————–

BOOK REVIEW

NO HIGHWAY by Nevil Shute (1899 – 1960)

A scien�st claims
that certain parts of
a plane will develop
metal fa�gue
sooner than
officially es�mated.
He is not taken
seriously.

There are many
themes covered in
this book including
a�tudes to safety,
conflicts of interest
between
management and
professionals, the Cold War and even
clairvoyance.

Nevil Shute was an aircra� designer and the
technical details have parallels with later real-life
disasters. The film adapta�on of the novel was
released in 1951, starring James Stewart, Jack
Hawkins and Marlene Dietrich. There have been
several radio adapta�ons.

Shute also wrote A Town Like Alice and On the
Beach.
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St Leonard’s Church News

Associate Priest:
James Turk

Please note that due to James’ work commitments, calls,
texts and emails will be answered evenings and weekends

Priest in Charge: Vacancy

Website: www.uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk

“ I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonders.
I will be glad and rejoice in you;

I will sing praise to your name, O Most High”
(Psalm 9)

Now if I’d wri�en that statement eighteen months ago then I think your response, dear reader, would have been “so
what James, we do that every week!” …. But a�er the year we have had this is certainly a statement worth making.

When churches across the UK were re-opened last year a�er the first lockdown, congrega�ons were unfortunately not
allowed to sing. It was thought that singing in church would help the spread of Covid through the build up of aerosols
in the air. That restric�on was li�ed on August 1st at St Leonards and so, a�er 18 months with barely a sung note in our
ancient place of worship, we once again raised our voices in praise. But why do we sing hymns in church, and why
have we missed singing them so much?

Hymns are firmly rooted in God’s word and, since they are intended to be sung corporately by the fellowship of
believers and pull us above earthly ma�ers by reminding us of God’s hope for us – that we would be one.

Hymns are intended to reflect the quali�es of God, they have poetry that is beau�ful, reverent, simple, accurate and
pure. The words must be scripturally sound, purely true and without embellishment. Every word must count, and this
is true for hymns both ancient and modern.

Many great hymns have been sung literally for centuries, but we do not sing hymns because they are old; we sing
them because they are so true that they have survived all the fads of language and musical trends. If modern hymns
live, it will be for the same reason.

No wonder then, that when �mes are confusing or the world is in upheaval, we find ourselves needing songs that are
rooted in the deep truths of our faith. The great hymns excite our emo�ons and excite our minds, our emo�onal
response is therefore much deeper and to have lost that response in our worship has been a great loss. But, hopefully,
all that is behind us now and once again we can sing our hearts out in great hymn confirma�ons of truth. Once again
let us rejoice in the songs that transcend these world problems and uncertain�es and let us be glad and rejoice in God
our saviour and redeemer.

James

“On Sunday 1st of August we sang in church”

St Leonard’s church
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St Leonard’s Church NewsSt Leonard’s Church News

Tower Floodligh�ng 2021

Please note the deadline for the Church Pages is the 8th of the preceeding month

The Tower lights are sponsored on 1st September by Stephanie and Ian Crowe to
celebrate the fiftieth birthday of their younger daughter Alexandra and on 17th

September to commemorate what would have been the fifty-second birthday of their
elder daughter Sarah

On the 8th September, the Tower Lights are lit in remembrance of Norma Brinkley,
who passed away this day in 1993. Kindly sponsored by her son Alan

On September 8th the Church Tower will be lit for Ray Fieldhouse on the first
anniversary of his death. Missed so much by Kath and all the family.

On Sunday 19th September 2021, the Tower Lights will be lit in celebration of the Christening of Doris
Frances Davies, which will take place in St. Leonards Church on this day. Sponsored by Mummy and
Daddy to mark this special occasion with lots of love xxx

On September 20th, the Church Tower will be lit in remembrance of Alan Williams on what would have
been his 85th birthday. What a celebration we would have had. So loved and missed by Myra and all the
family
If you or your family would like to have the Church Tower Floodlights lit to celebrate a special event such
as a birthday/anniversary/Bap�sm or in remembrance of a loved one please contact Jenny Cunningham
for more details. There is no set amount for this, just what you would like to gi� to the Church in order to
help cover running costs. If you are able to Gi� Aid your dona�on this will help us too

Many thanks to the volunteers who supported us and came along on our
sponsored walk around Upton St Leonards. From this sponsored event it
will now fund the 100 boxes we are planning to pack later this month.
Many thanks for those volunteers that came along on the walk and to
those that sponsored our walkers! Thank you so much!

There will be a coffee morning / packing
party in the coming months. Come along
and pack a box for £5.00 more details to
follow in the October edi�on of USL Life



11

St Leonard’s Church NewsSt Leonard’s Church News

Services and Readings for September 2021

Sunday 5th September
8.00 am James 2:1-17

Mark 7:24-37
10.00 am Celebra�on Service

with Holy Bap�sm
( reading to be confirmed)

Sunday 12th September
10.00 am James 3:1-12

Mark 8:27-end

Sunday 19th September
10.00 am James 3: verses 13

James 4: verses 3,7 & 8a
Mark 9:30-37

Sunday 26th September
10.00 am James 5:13-end

Mark 9:38-end

Finally a�er eight months of cleaning, pain�ng, mending,
rewiring, re-roofing and just about everything else, the
school room opened its doors to the village and
community on a wonderful sunny day in July.

We had people coming from everywhere and it was so
joyous to hear the cha�er and laughter and also to raise
some much needed funds to con�nue our work.

Many many people need thanking as it was
a mammoth task but one that was approached
with for�tude in the cold winter months and
lots of elbow grease, which was helped along
the way with all the interest that people
showed by popping their heads around the
door whilst out on their pandemic exercise.

We now have a room that is already in demand and quite rightly so.

A magnificent total of £750 was raised on the day and a good �me was
had by all. We hope to be holding some more ‘get togethers’ once the
holiday season has finished.

Thank you to everyone that came along especially all the lovely people
that helped on the day either by running a stall, or serving tea and
coffee and cakes, all the ladies that donated cakes etc. We are truly
grateful. Gill and Sheila.

Thank you to
Tony Rumsey for
laying the new

path
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St Leonard’s Church News

Priest in Charge
Vacancy
Associate Priest:
Rev. James Turk

Churchwardens:
Gill Howell
Vacancy
PCC Secretary: - Sarah Kent
Church Treasurer Vacancy
Bap�sm &Wedding Enquiries
Church Administrator - Jenny Cunningham

Safeguarding
Dorothy Cox

Bell Tower Captain
Charlie Burne�
Mother’s Union:
Kate Gale

Church Cleaning Rota:
Claire Appleyard
Church Flowers:
Jenny Cunningham
USL Life (Church pages) and Pew News
Rachel Middleton

Who’s Who in the Parish Church

Mothers Union

Appeal for items for newly released prisoners from
Eastwood Park

The response has been overwhelming, and two large loads
of required items have been delivered to the organisers so a
huge thank you to all those who donated in any way.

Next Mee�ng:

Thursday 16th September 2pm in St Leonard’s Church when
we will be having a communion service led by Rev Sonia
Newton, curate at St Oswald’s, Coney Hill. Everyone is
welcome to join us as we celebrate being able to hold
formal mee�ngs again a�er so long.

Members enjoyed their
lunch �me picnic
mee�ng which included
a short service of
Reflec�on and
Remembrance

Kate and Barry were
welcoming prospec�ve
members to Mother’s Union
at the recent reopening of
the Old Church Room

Beau�fully embroidered
Mothers Union table cloth
sewn by Mrs Evelyn Rumsey
former secretary of MU

Community Tea and Natter

A weekly get together
for tea and a na�er star�ng
on Thursday September 2nd

from 2.00 pm un�l 4.00 pm
In the Old Church Room

Everyone welcome

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing & Heating

Est. 1986
All Plumbing & Heating Work

Undertaken & No Job too small !
Boiler & Fire Servicing
Central Heating Systems
Landlord Certificates, etc.

Glos: 01452 552192
Chelt: 01242 250497
Mob: 07816 103709
ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk

safe
GAS

REGISTER

B.A. Electrical
Services
Domes�c & Commercial
Insured & Registered

For all your Electrical Needs
A Professional and Friendly Service
Quality Work at Compe��ve Prices
For a Free Es�mate call Bernie

01594 368607 / 07881 981352

Computer Playing up?

Call Churchdown Computers

?



13

Feature Article - Street Vetting
Street Ve�ng started in
London in late 2016, the joint
idea by two vets who saw the
need to provide veterinary
care for the Homeless ( h�ps:/
/www.streetvet.co.uk/ ). Since
thenmany ci�es across the UK
have local groups of vets and
registered veterinary nurses
that provide care, free of
charge, to the Homeless. Each
Team gives its �me freely and
most of the care is provided by each city's StreetVet Team
out on the streets. Please do read the homepage because
it gives a fuller insight into the whys and wheres of this
amazing Charity.

SV Gloucester was set up in March 2019 which is when I
started helping out. Ini�ally we met on a Friday morning
at the George Whi�ield centre and then on alternate
Saturday evenings we walked around the city centre,
introducing ourselves to possible clients. Word soon got
around about our work and liaison with community
policing and the wonderful people at the George
Whi�ield, namely Gloucester City mission, helped
cement our creden�als.

Unfortunately, COVID scuppered our use of the GWC, and
TheMission stopped their outreach on Saturday evenings
suppor�ng people. Undaunted, and with the superb
support of our Team lead, Tim Sandys, we now have a
weekly outreach for one hour at Gloucester Park
bandstand and a second hour near Kingsholm Stadium
where several hostels are located. Each outreach takes
two backpacks full of diagnos�c equipment and simple
drugs, toys, treats, leads and coats. Companies provide
food free of charge and will even deliver this directly to
the client. Drug companies also provide a range of
treatments free of charge, and members of the public
buy pet-related stuff from each city’s Amazon wish list.
Tim has all the kit, spare food and takes deliveries at his
home so half of his garage is now taken over by SV
paraphernalia!

Our work on the streets is backed up by two local
Gloucester vet Prac�ces, Wood Vet Group and SPA Vets,
providing surgical and hospital support at reduced rates
when needed. This is largely for rou�ne neutering and
urgent events like dog bites but most care is provided by
the StreetVet Team. Noah's Ark Pet Taxi will ferry dogs to
one of the clinics and Teckels will o�en board a dog too
for a few days if needed. We are fortunate to have such a
collabora�ve approach by several interested par�es and
WhatsApp is invaluable when communica�ng with the
Team.

Tonight I was messaged and agreed to a�end a mercy
mission where one of our clients was evicted but his
dog was in his hostel room. I got his dog to him plus a
few bits and pieces but tonight both are out on the
streets with thunderstorms forecast.

One of the major successes of SV Gloucester is the
acceptance by some hostels that SV dogs are well cared
for, vaccinated, have regular flea and worm treatment
and thus will allow dogs to stay with their owners. We
provide cages where needed too. As already said, if the
owner can’t stay with their dog, they stay on the street.

The Homeless will o�en miss hospital visits or
admission because no-one will look a�er their pets.
Owners will go without themselves to feed their
animals. It is the bond between owner and pet that
keeps them both alive and generally off drugs and out
of prison. They are given hope in what seems a hopeless
world.

Consider John, not his real name, well spoken, �dy but
homeless. He was in a rela�onship that went sour, his
partner ran up debts, le� him, the mortgage went into
arrears, the house was re-possessed and he was on the
streets of Gloucester. He lost his job and he was a lost
soul. He got a dog, got a room in a hostel, got a job and
slowly turned his life around. His dog has been a major
part of his survival and his move back into mainstream
society.

This is why I’m happy to give some of my �me to others
in need. Being part of the Gloucester Street Vet team
has reminded me that anything can happen to us and
it’s the support of others that can make all the
difference. Here’s the webpage again and Gloucester’s
page too.
h�ps://www.streetvet.co.uk/
h�ps://www.streetvet.co.uk/gloucester-
streetvet/

Cliff Alderman in ac�on
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Village History

Do You Have Any Rela�ves in Australia?

Many people have family or rela�ves and friends who have
emigrated to Australia.
This is a story about people from Upton who years ago went to
Australia not of their own free will.

The transporta�on of so called criminals was employed from the end
of the 17th Century as ameans of supplying labour for the planta�ons
of the West Indies and the Southern American colonies. A�er the
American revolu�on transporta�ons switched to colonise Australia
from 1788 to 1869.

Deporta�on was usually for a pe�y crime, such as the� of property. More serious crimes were punished by death.
Transporta�on was seen as a way of reducing the prison popula�on in this country. Some prisoners were housed in
prison ships anchored in the Thames or other rivers. Condi�ons on these ships were appalling.

It was recorded that three men from Upton were transported to Australia. By the end of transporta�on 160,000
people had been sent to Australia. One in seven of these were women, almost all for pe�y the�.

In August 1818William Chadwick age 19 of Upton, a labourer, was sentenced to life and to be transported. He sailed
on 20th November 1818 to Van Diemans Land (Tasmania) on board a ship called Hibernia.

In October 1819 Jonathan Taylor, age 49 of Upton, was sentenced to seven years and sailed on 23rd March 1820 to
New South Wales on board a ship called Neptune I.

In January 1841 Thomas Poole a labourer age 36 of Upton, was sentenced to seven years and sailed on 30th August
1841 to Van Diemans Land on a ship called Barossa.

These three men were sentenced at Gloucester Quarter Sessions. I have yet to find out what their crimes were.

If they survived the voyage to Australia and a�er
serving their �me, most convicts stayed in Australia
and joined the free se�lers, some rising to prominent
posi�ons in Australian Society.

Today, many Australians consider it to be a cause for
celebra�on to discover a convict in one's lineage.

Mike Stra�ord

Convict Ship used to transport criminals to Australia

USL
Village Store

Mon-Fri
7am-7pm
Sat

7am-6pm
Sun

7am-12pm

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS
Free auc�on valua�ons

Regular fine art & an�ques sales
Insurance & probate valua�ons

01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK GL4 8EU
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Information - cont’d

JOB ADVERT

Clerk to Trustees for The Lady Downe Trust
Would you like to help relieve hardship and support the educa�onal needs of local
residents? If so, The Lady Downe Trust is seeking an enthusias�c, sensi�ve and well
organised person to become Clerk to Trustees. Could that person be you?

The Clerk is responsible for basic day to day administra�on of the Trust and, in par�cular, for
interac�ng with local people and organisa�ons seeking financial help. Du�es include
keeping simple financial and administra�ve records and organising bi-monthly mee�ngs of
Trustees by preparing agendas and taking minutes. The Clerk is also relied upon to keep
abreast of Charity Commission rules governing charitable dona�ons and procedures in
order to support Trustees at their mee�ngs. Discre�on is key, as all the dealings between the
trust and its clients are treated in strict confidence.

Your work as Clerk, in a self-employed capacity, would be carried out mainly from your
home. The job is currently es�mated to involve about 150 hrs work per year. Payment will
be offered based on Local Government rates but the exact remunera�on will depend on the
experience of the applicant. Addi�onal payment will be made for any extra hours worked
and for certain expenses incurred.

As Clerk, you will be dealing with a very suppor�ve group of Trustees who will provide you
with ini�al training and on-going support.

To request a copy of the job descrip�on/job specifica�on and to register your
interest please forward your CV to our Ac�ng Clerk: clerk@ladydowne.org

To find out more about the Trust, its origins, who we support and the Lady Downe Award,
please visit our website at www.ladydowne.org
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Information - Cont’d

Parliamentary Boundary Review
The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) launched a consulta�on on
proposals for new Parliamentary cons�tuencies on the 8th June 2021 and
ended on the 2nd August 2021. Results of this ini�al consulta�on will be
published by the BCE in early 2022. At the same �me a number of public
hearings will be held across the country providing a chance to voice views.
Any changes from this will be published later in 2022 and final recommenda�ons will be presented to Parliament by
1st July 2023. For more details please go to BCEReviews.org.uk

For informa�on, the ini�al response from your Parish Council is shown below.

Upton St Leonards Parish Council is totally opposed to the Parliamentary Boundary changes proposed by the
Boundary Commission for the following reasons:

Although Upton St Leonard’s Parish and Stroud District Council are geographically very much a part of The
Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, parishioners have a long standing administra�ve rela�onship with
the Stroud Cons�tuency , which they would not wish to lose. Upton considers itself to be a ‘Stroud’ village with
easy access ( 6 miles) to the centres of administra�on for District and Parliamentary Cons�tuency ma�ers.

Upton has a history of strong support for the current administra�ve arrangements and Commissioners should
appreciate that in 1989 – the Parish fought successfully to avoid incorpora�on within the Gloucester City
administra�ve boundary.

The parishioners and the Council have a strong bond with the Stroud Member of Parliament and indeed she
a�ends Parish Council Mee�ngs.

The Boundary Commission appear to be undertaking this process purely to sa�sfy numbers and do not appear to
be reflec�ng ‘community’ interests and their related boundaries. The Parish believes this is a vital considera�on at
all levels of administra�on from Parish through to Parliamentary Cons�tuency level.

These proposals also change the face of poli�cs to the extent that it would appear from the demographics of the
Stroud Cons�tuency that will remain, it would most likely be a labour seat for the foreseeable future, even
though one would have thought that the Commission should not be seeking to achieve that sort of outcome for
what is a very balanced marginal seat that does frequently change hands thus evidencing a very wide spectrum
of beliefs and aspira�ons

Many residents are concerned about the state of the roads in places in Upton. There are without doubt too many
potholes and this leads to possible dangerous situa�ons to cyclists and to possible damage to vehicles. Highways do
have a protocol that states that a pothole has to be a certain depth before it will be put on the list for repair.

This can some�mes be very frustra�ng when they repair two close together but appear to
have ignored another close by, simply because it didn’t meet the protocol. Highways do have
of course limited resources and they too have been affected by the Covid Pandemic in that
staffing levels have o�en not been up to their normal levels.

I have personally raised the case of the state of Six Acres and I am hoping that this will be
a�ended to very shortly. Many have been concerned regarding Nuthill. I can confirm that the
main area of the road that is of concern about halfway up will be resurfaced in October, at
last.

In the mean�me please do not hesitate to report bad potholes yourselves (see example
shown). I know it is easy to ask a Councillor to do it but the more that individual taxpayers
report problems the more likely it is to get it resolved quickly.

Keith Pearson

Update on Potholes

See Picture of a deep pothole in Twyver
Close reported recently by a resident
and quickly repaired by Highways
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S E P T E M B E R

1 WedUpstagers Amateur Drama�cs…………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
1 Wed Bingo………………………………………………………….. BMI…………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
2 Thu Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 1.00-2.00p.m.
3 Fri Yoga……………………………………………………………. Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
3 Fri Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 9.30-10.30a.m.
5 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning…………………….Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
6 MonYoga……………………………………………………………. Village Hall Annex……………………….. 10.00-11.30a.m.
6 MonCoffee Club…………………………………………………. BMI…………………………………………….. 10.00a.m.
6 MonUpton WI…………………………………………………….Pavilion………………………………………..2.00p.m.
6 MonParish Council Mee�ng……………………………….. Pavilion………………………………………..7.30p.m.
7 Tue Rubbish and food waste week. Garden rubbish for those with brown bins
7 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening……………………..Pavilion………………………………………..6.00p.m.
7 Tue Badminton………………………………………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 8.30-10.30p.m.
8 WedUpstagers Amateur Drama�cs…………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
8 Wed Bingo………………………………………………………….. BMI…………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
9 Thu Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 1.00-2.00p.m.
10 Thu Copy Date for October issue of USL Life
10 Fri Yoga……………………………………………………………. Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
10 Fri Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 9.30-10.30a.m.
11 Sat Upton Show…………………………………………………Village Hall………………………………….. 2.00p.m.
12 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning………………….. Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
13 MonYoga……………………………………………………………. Village Hall Annex……………………….. 10.00-11.30a.m.
13 MonCoffee Club…………………………………………………. BMI…………………………………………….. 10.00a.m.
13 MonTwyver WI……………………………………………………Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
14 Tue Recycling and food waste week
14 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening……………………..Pavilion………………………………………..6.00p.m.
14 Tue Badminton………………………………………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 8.30-10.30p.m.
15 WedUpstagers Amateur Drama�cs…………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
15 Wed Bingo……………………………………………………………BMI…………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
16 Thu Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 1.00-2.00p.m.
16 Thu History Group -
“John Bellows the man revealed” ………………………………. Village Hall……………………………………7.45p.m.
17 Fri Yoga……………………………………………………………. Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
17 Fri Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex………………………. 9.30-10.30a.m.
19 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning…………………… Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
20 MonYoga……………………………………………………………. Village Hall Annex……………………….. 10.00-11.30a.m.
20 MonCoffee Club…………………………………………………. BMI…………………………………………….. 10.00a.m.
21 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening……………………..Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
21 Tue Rubbish and food waste week. Garden rubbish for those with brown bins
21 Tue Badminton………………………………………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 8.30-10.30p.m.
22 Wed Ladies Probus……………………………………………… BMI…………………………………………….. 10.15-12.00a.m.
22 WedUpton WI Commi�ee………………………………….. Pavilion………………………………………..2.00p.m.
22 WedUpstagers Amateur Drama�cs…………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
22 Wed Bingo……………………………………………………………BMI…………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
23 Thu Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 1.00-2.00p..m.

VILLAGE DIARY
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VILLAGE DIARY
S E P T E M B E R cont’d

24 Fri Yoga……………………………………………………………. Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
24 Fri Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 9.30-10.30a.m.
26 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning…………………… Pavilion………………………………………..10.00a.m.
27 MonYoga……………………………………………………………. Village Hall Annex……………………….. 10.00-11.30a.m.
27 MonCoffee Club…………………………………………………. BMI…………………………………………….. 10.00a.m.
28 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening……………………..Pavilion………………………………………..6.00pm.
28 Tue Recycling and food waste week
28 Tue Badminton………………………………………………….. Village Hall…………………………………. 8.30-10.30p.m.
29 WedUpton WI Commi�ee………………………………….. Pavilion………………………………………..2.00p.m.
29 WedUpstagers Amateur Drama�cs…………………….. Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
29 Wed Bingo………………………………………………………….. BMI…………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
30 Thu Pilates………………………………………………………….Village Hall Annex……………………….. 1.00-2.00p.m.

O C T O B E R

2 Sat Autumn Quiz………………………………………………. BMI…………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
4 MonUpton WI……………………………………………………. Pavilion………………………………………..2.00p.m.
4 MonParish Council Mee�ng……………………………….. Pavilion………………………………………..7.30p.m.
9 Sat “Call My Bluff”Wine Tas�ng…………………………Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
10 Sun Copy Date for November issue of USL Life
11 MonTwyver WI……………………………………………………Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.

N O V E M B E R

1 MonUpton WI……………………………………………………..Pavilion………………………………………..2.00p.m.
1 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng………………………………. Pavilion………………………………………..7.30p.m.
8 MonTwyver WI……………………………………………………Village Hall………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
10 Wed Copy Date for December issue of USL Life
13 Sat Entertainment Night……………………………………… BMI…………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.

To place an entry in the Village Diary, please contact Paula Quinn

Local approved electrician
with 18 years’ experience.

Honest, friendly and professional
With very high standards.

All work considered –
inspec�on and tes�ng,

upgrades, extensions, repairs.

Fully insured.

Call or email for a free consulta�on & quota�on

ben@hickselectricalsolu�ons.co.uk
Phone: 01452 538969
Mobile: 07981 797894

A local friendly company with over 35
years experience
● Replacement uPVC & aluminium

windows, doors and conservatories
made to measure

● Replacing misted glass
● Locks
● Hinges
● Handles
● Pa�o rollers
● Coloured Composite Doors made to

measure
Free no obliga�on quota�ons
www.a1windows-gloucester.com

Simon Green
01452 535811
07989 891227

David
Cridland

Contracting
Fencing, Ground
maintenance and

groundwork contractor
3 Ton mini-digger with driver available

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Hedges cut. Trees pruned. Ground cleared.

From small gardens
to farms, no job too small.

Service and reliability guaranteed

Fully insured 20 years experience

01452 311215 or 07836 279974
COMMELINES MILL FARM

UPTON ST LEONARDS GL4 8EG
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Freecycle
Looking for a good home for a freshwater tropical Fish Tank.

It comes with a pump, filter, ligh�ng and most importantly fish!

There are 4 neon Tetra, 4 Striped Barb, 1 Silver Tip and 1 Red Shark Tetra

If interested please contact 01452 614003 or 07833 705397

Road Closures
Gloucestershire County Council intend to make an order under the Road
Traffic Regula�on Act 1984 (as amended) to temporarily close and restrict
part of the roads as detailed below.

Nut Hill, Upton-St Leonards Its junc�on with Bondend Road. Its junc�on
with A46 Painswick Road, 2050 metres.

Bondend Road, Upton St Leonards and Its junc�on with Nut Hill. Its
junc�on with Upton Lane, 658 metres.

Bondend Road, Upton St Leonards and its junc�on with Nut Hill. Its
junc�on with The Stanley, Upton St. Leonards, 281 metres.

There will be no parking or wai�ng permi�ed throughout the dura�on of the
works. The reason for the closures and restric�ons is to carry out
carriageway resurfacing.

The roads are expected to be closed and restricted on a rolling programme
commencing 7th September 2021, where the presence of approved signage
will indicate whether the closures and restric�ons are in force. Further
advance warnings of dates/�mes will be displayed on site prior to the
closures and restric�ons taking effect. It is an�cipated all works will be
completed by 31st December 2021. For further informa�on, please contact
Gloucestershire Highways on 08000 514514 or visit
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk.

Alterna�ve Route – As signed on site.

Pedestrian access to premises on or next to the
road and emergency access will be maintained.

Information - cont’d
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BMI Pig Roast - 14 august

Well done to Brian for his efforts to brighten up the BMI grounds

It was fantas�c to see so many people enjoying a warm summer evening together a�er such a long period
of “not being able to go out”!

On Saturday 14th August it was wonderful to have one of Upton's “Annual Events” take place once again.
With the added bonus that everyone could sit outside while enjoying the pig roast. From 7.30 to 9.15
there was a steady stream of customers eagerly an�cipa�ng the pork rolls supplied by Ben Creese,
butchers.

The “pig roast” is always a popular event,
when old friends catch up with each other
and new friendships are made.

The next Upton event will be on Saturday
11th September, at the Upton Show in the
Village Hall and Grounds. Don't forget to
make a note in your diary!


