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USL Life is now Five Years Old
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my mother always told me that
happiness was the KEY TO LIFE
when | went to school they asked

me what | wanted to be when | grew
up | wrote down “HAPPY”
They told me | didn’t understand the
assignment and | told them they
didn’t. ..
UNDERSTAND LIFE.

CLOCKING UP THE MILES

Upton Walkers on Porlock Beach and in the Countryside. Read more about these
stalwart residents on page 2. Thanks to Jackie Hunt for the photographs.

UPTON SHOW

SATURDAY 7th SEPTEMBER

B ONLY 1 WEEK TO GO!!

See page 6 for your last

minute entries and
contributions.

Calling all Primary
aged children!

Remember to bring
along your entries
for USL LIFE
Designing our Front
Page

See page 6




Letters to the Editor OO

It was great to see Ray Tickner's painting of a cricket game in 1977 on the Rec on the front cover of the August

issue. The painting was donated by Mary, his widow, to the Cricket Club, and hangs in the pavilion now. | love

doing a "spot the difference" between then and now. Then, only a single storey pavilion, no hedge round the tennis

court, the church tower and clock fully visible from the field (it isn't now), and | could just spot on the far left in the

hedge, the old heavy roller, used every week then with four or five pulling it, and now permanently parked at the
top near the road.

——
= . Here's a conundrum: in 1977 cricketers could all clearly see the church clock and used to
R e _ time their games by it. Forty years later the trees have grown and one can't see the clock
'&-;’; & 5 %= from the cricket pitch. So how come the trees have grown up so much in the last 40 years?
_ k s ANE /?W Weren't they there for years and years before 1977? A Cricketer
'éqi' .A 1 l‘

Upton Walkers

In 1988 several of us at a New Year’s Eve party in the Village decided to walk to the Royal William on New Year’s
Day for lunch. Thus Upton Walkers was formed. A few more joined us and 432 walks later, mainly locally, we are
still walking, albeit 3-4 miles once a month instead of the 8 — 10 miles we did when our legs were not quite so old.

Early in the 1990’s some of us who had caravans and others who had tents decided to go
further afield twice a year for a long weekend, to walk in different areas. In 2001, when most
of us had retired we went away for a week, staying mostly in static caravans and we have done
this every year since. This year we went to Porlock, our 415t away trip, and stayed in caravans
on the beautiful Burrowhayes camping site. The weather was delightful and we had three
glorious, contrasting walks taking in woods, marsh, coast and hillside.

We have had the pleasure of walking and seeing lovely countryside on trips to Yorkshire, Cumbria, Wales, East
Anglia, the West Country and of course locally, where we have made use of many country pubs! To celebrate our
original walk, we still meet for lunch at the Royal William on New Year’s Day. In addition we have a BBQ once a
year in the summer and an annual lunch in the autumn. Who knows how long we can continue, but it has been
very healthy and great fun with good friends. Mike Kenyon

USL Life would welcome any information about other walking groups in the village. However, if you would like
to join an existing group of guided walks see page 17 for more information.

J.BiRD |4/ VWi

_ HEARING LIMITED ,,Ja'a“m bt :u
cHIMNEY SWEEP FREE HEAR’NG TESTS A local friendly company with over 35

Traditional a_nd Power Chimney now available with Andrew Bird Hearing years experience
Sweeping from £40 e uPVC windows, doors and
Open Fires, Boilers, Cookers and conservatories

Stoves Serviced e Replacing misted glass
Chimney Pots, Cowls and Bird Guards Fitted e Locks
Flue Liners and Stoves Installed to e Hinges
Latest Regulations
Cctv Chimney Camera Surveys O [l
e Patio rollers

PHONE ME TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

01452 521732

e Guttering, fascia and soffit boards
Free no obligation quotations

To book your appointment or for information call

07973 905151 01242 262551

www.alwindows-gloucester.co.uk

Hesters Way Community Resource Centre, Simon Green

Cassin Drive, Cheltenham. GL51 75U 01452 535811
www.andrewbirdhearing.co.uk n 07989 891227

sootybloke@blueyonder.co.uk




What’'s been happening in Upton?

On one of the hottest days of this year our local choir, TLC, gave a performance to entertain the Get Together Club.
The programme was very varied, and members joined in with several songs they knew.

Singers and audience alike enjoyed the afternoon which ended with an afternoon tea of tasty fresh sandwilches,
cream scones and a variety of fabulous home made cakes.

Sylvia Ardron, TLC's musical director, received a gift from the choir in appreciation of her invaluable support.

Anyone wishing to find out more information about Get Together Club can contact Pam Tickner on 01452

From Stroud District Council

_'“Rém'ma?er'f ReSifjents are being
=~ ~5Q reminded to put waste out
§ by 6am on the day of
collection.  This will be
particularly pertinent in the coming weeks, as a
new recycling collection round is being introduced
to cater for the growth in property numbers.
Whilst residents will not experience any change to
their scheduled collection day, recycling may be
collected at a different time than previously.
Putting refuse and recycling out by 6am, which is
our standard guidance, will ensure there is no Three of our local bin men enjoying a morning cuppa,
disruption. courtesy of Christina Caldwell

Turn To Us For Brothertons # o, JohnWeygang

) QPTOMETRBISTS FEP
HeLp AND SUPPORT Accountants & Tax Advisors Your local

practitioner,
providing the highest
quality eye care,

Personalised, friendly service to local

In your time of need we’ll take care of

i wners and individual
all the funeral arrangements. business owners and individuals

Call us 24 hours a day. All Aspects of Accountancy: LA including FREE NHS
e Funeral Pre-payment Plan e Self Assessment Tax = Eye Tests, specialised
e Memorials Returns Local family firm % - pl’OdlthtS and
e Sole Trader Accounts Established 1998 .
SELIM SMITH & CO e Limited Companies Free initial services for y.ou
FUNERAL DIRECTORS o VAT meeting and your entire
e Payroll Fixed quotes Family
HERON LODGE, PAINSWICK ROAD ® Bookkeeping Please contact our

Churchdown practice

N\LOUCESTER GL4 40, 2 Abb dA Gloucester GL4 S5ER if you would like to
eymea venue, oucester P
01452 502685 Di;gm .'-ty' 01452 311711 arrange a Home visit
i www.brothertons.co.uk
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company email info@brothertons.co.uk



http://www.weygang.co.uk

What's been happening in Upton?

BMI COACH TRIP TO STRATFORD RACES

On Sunday 21t July a party of 40 members from the BMI had a day out at Stratford Races for “Ladies Day”. Luckily
the weather was fantastic, as everyone sat by the coach on arrival, to have their picnics, before entering the
racecourse. This is a lovely racecourse as you can get right close to the track to see the horses.

The afternoon seemed to fly by, and I'm sure a few of us came home with slightly lighter pockets! It was however,
a great way to spend a Sunday afternoon.

There was also a second outing to Stratford from the BMI. This was on Friday 2" August when 30 of the regular
Bingo players were treated to a day out. The coach left at 10.00am and again the weather was glorious. Once we
arrived at Stratford, everyone went their separate ways to do a little sightseeing.

After a leisurely walk by the river, listening to the various students that were busking and gazing at the wonderful
flowers that seemed to be everywhere, it was time for a glass of wine and lunch, before our short journey back.

WHO IS THE PIED PIPER OF UPTON ST LEONARDS? IS THE B.M.I. HIS HOME?

A visitor looking out over Churchfield Road and Bondend Road at 10 a.m. on a Monday morning would see people
appearing from every side — walking, driving or being given a lift. As yet no one has been
seen arriving on a motor bike or bicycle! All these people are heading in the same direction
—to the B.M.I. for the weekly Coffee Morning.

. The Monday Coffee Morning continues to thrive and has just entered its fourth year. Itis a
g P wonderful meeting place in the village. All thanks to Alec and the admirable team who care
< for us all week after week — as well as reminding us to relinquish our name badges before
we leave! Long may this special event continue.

Ann Morphew

ﬂ La Carte Private Hire Your qualified village electrician

LAWNMOWERS

SERVICED - SHARPENE]D REg_AIRED

Mobile: 07748 235164 MJ Boon ALSO: RIDE-=ON MOWERSICHAINSAWS,
sandrawalRlett@gmail.com Electrical
0 07773 626241

Sanc[m Wa[@étt &4 matt@mjboonelectrical.co.uk

- Any distance S » Free estimates = : i
Airports, Seaports, etc o and advice nllez e Unit B3, 'Nexusy Hurricane Road,

Quotations without ey « All aspects of electrical nomestic O GlOUCCSteLr Business Park, GL3 4AG

-, . = INSTALLER ==

obligation 3 work undertaken Visit and buy on-line www.mowers-online.co.uk




What’'s been happening in Upton?

BMI PIG ROAST

Despite the atrocious weather on Saturday 10" August,
the BMI Pig Roast still went ahead, the only difference
being, it was held indoors rather than outside! As we all
know, it's impossible to plan for the weather!

It was a very busy evening, despite the rain and it was

a real pleasure to see so many people venture out to

support this annual event.
Mary ran a raffle on the night, with a total Q
of £160 to be added to the BMI Charity. Oaadaada

Once again a big thank you to everyone @ 4 ad
who attended.

Summer Skittles at the BMI

The last seven weeks of the summer skittles competition at
the BMI have gone by so quickly, with
the final played on Friday 2" August.
This was followed by a presentation
to both teams and a buffet.

The semi-finals were held on

Thursday 25% July. The first was
between “Paula's Lot and Scotties Lot”. This was a very
close game with Scotties Lot becoming the winners. The
second semi-final was between Lumberjacks who beat
Xkeys Exiles.

The final was a close game between Scotties Lot and

Lumberjacks with both teams scoring over 320. Scotties
Lot became the overall winners, despite Steve Coleman
from the Lumberjacks having two spares in the final legs
(including a flattener)

The final scores were Scotties Lot with 336, and
Lumberjacks with 324. Congratulations go to Lisa Robins
and her team who have won this competition once again.
The “Knuckles Cup” was presented to Scotties Lot by Pat
Brown in memory of her husband Terry.

There were also awards for the top men's score which went
to Phil Mogg with 75 and Sarah Wakeley with a score of 60.
It was good to see some new teams entering this
competition once again, even as novice skittlers, and we
hope that they will participate again next year.

The Boules Festival was started in 1986 and the tradition
continues. This year the event was held
on Saturday 13t July. It has grown into
the UK’s largest one day unaffiliated
Boules tournament which attracts an
ever growing number of local and
visiting teams including international
players.

The wide streets in the village are closed to traffic to make
room for the 16 Boules Pistes on which 127 games are
contested throughout the day. This is a knockout

competition so you only move on to the next round if you
win your game. There is also a competition for youngsters,
There is plenty going on to keep the spectators entertained
including stalls, cafes, bars and music.

Members of the Upton Petanque Club have taken part over|
the years with varying degrees of success!. It really is a
wonderful day out.

Jackie Hunt, Upton Petanque

If you are interested in playing French Boules (Petanque)
see the advertisement on page 7

N The BMI Club
I (Est 1898)
"m:{ Bondetnd Road

Upton St Leonards

= =
g
Members Club, new
members welcome.

Two bars, wide screen TV with Sky/BT Sports.
Snooker /Pool Tables.Skittle Alley.
Regular entertainment nights.
Function room hire.

Annual Fee £10 plus £5 joining fee.
Senior Citizens half price

r
To join just call in
and see Alec our Steward for details.
Open Mon-Fri lunchtimes & evenings.
Sat-Sun Open all day.
http://www.bmiclub.co.uk/
Tel. 01452 616384

Suinter and Decoealon
Jnee Duolalions

fé/«%ﬁ/;ﬁ,;w 01153 454720
Mobile 07557 637175

Hill Farm Cottages

Upton Hill, Upton St Leonards, GL4 8DA

Self-catering cottages well furnished and
equipped with the comforts that will make a
stay in the Cotswolds one to remember fondly.
Each cottage has full central heating and a
colour television in the lounge. Towels, tea
towels and attractive bed-linen are all provided
for you; all you need to bring is food.

01452 614081

hillfarmcottages@hotmail.co.uk




What’'s coming

up in Upton?

you can help clear away at

Get your entries ready! Schedules are available on the
website: uptonstleonardsshow.com or from the show
secretary Peter Macey

Donations, please, of bottles and stuff for the tombola,
prizes for the raffle, and cakes for the refreshments.

Upton Show

7 September
Opens 2pm at the Village Hall

for the December issue
Volunteers needed! Please contact Peter Macey if

the end of the show.

See the August issue for full details

Design our “Front Page”

Entries to be submitted at the Village
Show on 7t September

Competition

USL Life 2019

UPON ST. LEONARDS HISTORY GROUP

Come and learn all about the history of our local area at our regular meetings throughout the year.
Our next talk will be at the Village Hall on

Thursday 19 September at 7.45pm
The History of the Stroud Museum.

Every year the History Group publishes a booklet summarising the talks given. These
are available to purchase from Mike Stratford, at a nominal cost.

Little Court Cottages

Cottages for long rent, and self-catering
accommodation for short breaks, in Upton
St Leonards, perfect for visiting friends
and family.

Email: info@littlecourtcottages.co.uk
Tel: 01452 615150
www.littlecourtcottages.co.uk

‘ MoG’s HAPPY DAYS PRIVATE HIR

- “Why drive*)u can be driven
s : '

-‘ LEWIS MORG

—
Hi! I’'m Lewis Morgan, Gloucester born and bred
family man. I’'ve been driving safely for 40 years.

ample luggage space.

UK Holiday destinations, Airports, Weddings and
Parties. Cheltenham and Chepstow races,
shopping trips, hospital appointments.
OAP discount.

Just ask for what you need and see if | can help!

07814 947587

www.mogshappydaysprivatehire.co.uk

07814 947587

lewismorgan58@live.co.uk

Independent Private Hire for up to 4 persons plus

Fast, Friendly
& Dedicated Service
In Your Local Area

l:ln%.yslIQEn Business ViR ll;lﬂ.: @
Est. In 1968
CEDAR MOTOR HOUSE LTD

Grove Court, Upton Hill
Gloucester GL4 8DA
01452 617240 or 07976 322735
MOT TESTING WHILE YOU WAIT FOR PETROL
AND DIESEL VEHICLES
Diagnostic Fault Code Reading.

Vehicle Servicing & Mechanical Repairs.
Clutches & Timing Belts Replaced, Top Quality Tyres,
Batteries & Exhausts Fitted AT Competitive Prices.
Insurance & Accident Repairs.

Welding Service.

Servicing for New & Used Vehicles Using Genuine Parts
If Required, at Much Lower Rates than Main Agents. All
Parts and Repairs Complying with Manufacturers
Warranty Requirements.

Lube Service from £89 incl VAT
Interim Service from £129 incl VAT
Full Service from £175 incl VAT
We are situated on Upton Hill in Upton St Leonards.
Grove Court is 100 yards past the Kings Head Pub on the
right hand side. Collection service available.



http://www.littlecourtcottages.co.uk

What's coming up in Upton, cont’'d?

SILVER SUNDAY - Save the date - Sunday 6" October

Silver Sunday is a special day in the national calendar
when everyone can
come together to
celebrate older people:
a day in the nation’s
hearts where older
people feel valued and
are given new
opportunities to get
out of the house, keep
their minds and bodies active, learn new skills, make new
friends and connect with the communities and
generations around them.

This year Silver Sunday is on Sunday 6" October and an
event is being held from 2-4pm in the Upton Village Hall.

It will take the form of an afternoon tea party with live
music. A duo called The Poppy Sisters are coming to
entertain us with songs from yesteryear.

Tea and cake will be provided and if anyone feels up to
dancing | am sure there will be room.

Otherwise just sit and enjoy the singing. The event will
be free of charge but if donations are given, then all
money will go to Silver Line, the Esther Rantzen charity
for older people.

A limited number of tickets will be available from 2"
September at the Monday morning coffee club at the
BMI and also from Jackie Lord.

HOME-MADE CAKES WOULD BE MUCH
APPRECIATED.

Cakes can be brought to the Hall
on the day, from 12pm or
dropped at my  house
beforehand.

My address is 9 Churchfield Road.

UPTON ST LEONARDS WI

presents an evening of singing & fun at a

UKULELE EVENING
SATURDAY 5 OCTOBER, 7.30PM
AT UPTON ST LEONARDS VILLAGE HALL
Tickets £8.50
to include a glass of wine and nibbles

Wine and beverages will be available so why not
bring your own supper???

Tickets available from
Judy Eaketts

Would you like to play French Boules?

Come and join the Pétanque Club....
) you will be most welcome. There are
club sessions on Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday afternoons at 2-00pm.

We play on the recreation ground next
to the net-ball court.

Contact: Sue Mantle

a4q

MICHAEL
& TUCK

Your LOCAL ESTATE AGENT

i

NAPIT

B.A. Electrical Services

Domestic & Commercial
Insured & Registered
For all your Electrical Needs

| CHORLEY'S

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS
Free auction valuations

01452 612020

=55 A Professional and Friendly
Service
Quality Work at Competitive Prices
For a Free Estimate call Bernie

01594 368607 / 07881 981352

Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK GL4 8EU




What's coming up in Upton?

AUTUMN QUIZ

For BMI members and signed in guests

Saturday 21 SEPTEMBER @ 8.00p.m.

£1.25 per person for teams of up to 6
(MINIMUM £5 for teams of up to 4)
All profit on the night to be donated to the bmi charity for
2019-2020 - Young Carers of Gloucester and the Air Ambulance

PLEASE ADD YOUR NAME TO THE BOOKING SHEET BY THURSDAY 19*" SEPTEMBER TO ENSURE THAT
THERE ARE SUFFICIENT COPIES OF QUIZ SHEETS AVAILABLE TOGETHER WITH TABLES ON THE NIGHT

UPTON BUILDERS, USL POST OFFICE
AND TRU CUTS HAIR SALON

ARE HOSTING THIS ANNUAL EVENT
OUTSIDE THE SHOPS

ON FRIDAY, 27TH SEPTEMBER

WORLD'S BIGGEST N

MORN|~G ! A K ‘ L‘ "
MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

At 9.30 am

Come and meet old friends and new
to raise much needed funds.

Cake donations on the day would be
most welcome. Why not check out the
website below for some inspiration

https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk/baking-recipes/

tagers

Amateur Dramatic Society

Invite you all to join them
on

24th, 25th & 26th October 2019
at the Village Hall for

“Murder Mystery Evening

with Supper”
(Cold-Blooded Murder)

2 course Supper
Choice of Main Course and Sweet

Doors Open 7-00pm Murder at 7-
30pm

Bar available

£15-00

Tickets: Ann Pearson




St. Leonard’s Church News

Website: www.uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk

Priest in charge:

Rev. Clodagh Ingram

Rev. James Turk

Stewardship

| Throughout the Sundays of
September, culminating in our
Harvest Service on the Perry
Orchard Allotments on Sunday
29, we are going to be
considering Stewardship.
Stewardship is deeply rooted in the biblical understanding of
God as the creator from whom all things come, and how we,
as his people are accountable to God for what we do with all
that God has entrusted to us.

The word ‘stewardship’ comes from the ancient Greek word
‘oikonomous’, which means the manager of the household
or household affairs. Stewards in the ancient world
managed the household affairs of their master, who
entrusted everything to them for safe keeping, particularly
when they were absent.

In the story of Joseph, one of the earliest bible stories, an
enslaved Joseph becomes the Egyptian Potiphar’s steward.
Joseph had complete responsibility for his master’s
belongings. Joseph was totally trusted to make decisions in
his master’s place; he was trusted with everything including
Potiphar’s wife. Unfortunately she takes a fancy to Joseph
but Joseph acts completely honorably towards her. If you’ve
ever seen ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’
you will have seen the outcome. If not you can read the
story for yourself in Genesis Chapter 39 (look it up at
Biblegateway.com if you don’t have a bible).

Stewardship is often equated to how we spend our money
but it is about so much more than that. We are, each one of
us, made in the image of God, and given responsibility for
his world and sharing his love. Stewardship encompasses
how we use all of our resources: our time, our abilities, skills
and talents, our relationships, the environment, our money
and our belongings.

Every Sunday we have a collection during the Service. It is
called the Offertory to remind us that we are offering back
to God some of what he has given to us. We do so not
because we have to but as a loving response to God’s love
and generosity towards us. The money is received with
these words: ‘All things come from you Lord, and of your
own do we give you for your praise and purposes.’
Stewardship begins when we recognise that Jesus is our
Saviour and God’s plans and purposes are for each one of us

to live life in all its fullness: a life which radiates generosity
towards God and other people.

If you would like to find out more why not join us for a
Sunday Service. We meet at 10am every week; or come
along to the Alpha Course beginning on Tuesday 17t
September at 7.30 at Upton St Leonard’s Primary School, or
give me aring.

Clodagh

Church Calendar for September 2019

Sunl 8.00 am Holy Communion service
10.00 am Celebration Service

Mon 2 4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Tue 3 9.30-9.50 Morning Prayer
9.50-12.00 Coffee & Chat

Wed 4 4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Sun 8 10.00 am Communion Service

Mon 9 4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Tue 10 9.30-9.50 Morning Prayer
9.50-12.00 Coffee & Chat

Wed 11  4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Sun15 10.00 am Communion Service
4.00 pm Evening Prayer

Mon 16 4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Tue 17 9.30-9.50 Morning Prayer
9.50-12.00 Coffee & Chat

Wed 18  4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Sun22  10.00 am Communion Service
4.00 pm Word & Worship

Mon 23 4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Tue 24 9.30-9.50 Morning Prayer
9.50-12.00 Coffee & Chat

Wed 25 4.00-4.30 Evening Prayer

Sun 29" 11.00 am Harvest Service-Perry Orchard

Allotments




St. Leonard’s Church News

Website: www.uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk

-CHLOE REYNOLDS

.,

7’ o i
1S COMING TO

-

' #z?d&ai,éﬁﬁ&
TOUR _

Friday 11 October at 7.30 pm
Tickets are £5.00 available from Sarah Kent
01452 372833

.F-

i :|'|I'|'|'l.|'-'-!1|'|I'|

Chloe Reynolds is an acclaimed international
Christian singer-songwriter. Since her debut
album in 2016, Chloe has notched up 3 top 10’s
and a No.1 in the UK Christian chart. As well as

e | taking her music on the road to perform at many
= Christian events across the UK, Chloe Reynolds

has also opened tours for Lulu, Anastacia and

Marti Pellow. She has performed to over 100,000 people in the last 3
years.

With continuing support from the BBC (BBC Radio 2, BBC Introducing,
BBC Radio Gloucestershire, Solent, Manchester), Chloe’s music can
now be heard on UCB Radio, Premier Christian Radio, TBN, God
Channel and many more. Through songs such as Broken Beautiful, |
am Brave and Not Afraid, Chloe champions perseverance and the idea
that if we can hand over what little we have to God, He can do
amazing things with it.

Her much sought after third album, Arise, is already causing a stir.
Released on 6th July, the single and title track, aimed to empower
women to live their best life and remember whose daughter they are,
is to be the driving force behind this new project. Songs to motivate
and encourage people to live a life of love, stand up for what matters
and make a difference.

Chloe Reynolds is an ambassador for children’s charity Compassion
UK. At every concert, Chloe can be seen telling her audience just how
important it is to change a child’s life through sponsorship. Many
children have already been released from poverty through her work,
and by touring her new album, Chloe aims to get 100 more children
sponsored.

10

Harvest Service
At Perry Orchard Allotments
11.00 am Sunday 29" September
At Perry Orchard Allotments
All are Welcome
Come in wellies and waterproofs if necessary
Donations of produce are welcome
on the morning

Auction of produce and refreshments after
the service

Please note there has been a change of day

Got questions about life?

Tuesday Evenings 7.30-9pm

Upton St Leonard’s Primary School
Main Hall
17th Sept - 24t Sept
15t Oct - 8*" Oct — 15 Oct - 22" Oct
5% Nov - 12*" Nov

Plus an Away Day
on Saturday 19" Oct 10am-3pm

Each evening begins with pudding followed
by a DVD presentation on an aspect of the
Christian faith followed by small group
discussion.

Rev Clodagh Ingram




St. Leonard’s Church News

Website: www.uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk

Tower Lights
And God said ‘Let there be light’

(Genesis Ch. 1 Ver 3)

Though not quite as biblical, we are proud of the fact that our village church tower is lit every evening for all to see. The Tower
lights provide a beacon for our community, with village members donating when they wish to mark an occasion or to cherish
the memory of loved ones passed.

A little while ago one of the lights went out and Ben, who regularly attends the 10 am service with his wife Becky and baby son
Daniel, and who just happens to be an electrician, checked it out only to find that the light had become full of water and was
beyond repair.

The light which went out is set behind the area devoted to children’s graves, this is on the west side of the church. When you
walk down the path towards the bottom gate you can also see an empty cage that once housed another light which was
removed a number of years ago so. At a recent meeting of the PCC it was decided that, if we could afford it, we would replace
that light too. As the cost at that stage was unknown a cap was put on the amount we were prepared to spend. When the
qguote came in it was higher than we anticipated, so Ben very kindly offered to install both lights free of charge, bringing the
cost down below the figure that had been allocated for the repairs. Needless to say we are
extremely grateful for Ben’s generosity and now the lights have arrived the west side of the
church will be lit and motorists driving on the M5 will be able to appreciate our ancient but
beautiful church. They might even mistake it for the Cathedral!

Keith Robbins

Churchwarden

Tower Floodlighting

On the 12" August, the Tower Lights were lit in celebration of the 13" birthday of Charlie
Davies, kindly sponsored by his Nanna, Brenda Davies.

The Tower Lights were lit on the 22" August to celebrate David and Jackie Hunt’s Golden
Wedding Anniversary.

On the 26" August, the Tower Lights were lit in memory of Keith Davies, sponsored by his loving wife, Brenda.

The Tower Lights are sponsored on 15t September by Stephanie & lan Crowe to celebrate the forty-eighth birthday of their
younger daughter Alexandra and on 17" September to commemorate what would have been the fiftieth birthday of their
elder daughter Sarah.

On the 8t September, the Tower Lights are lit in remembrance of Norma Brinkley, who passed away this day in 1993. Kindly
sponsored by her son Alan.

The Tower Lights will be lit on September 14" to celebrate Hannah Hunt’s 40" birthday.

On the 17" September, the Tower Lights are lit in celebration of the 15" birthday of Ellie Davies, kindly sponsored by her
Nanna, Brenda Davies.

The Church Tower Lights will be lit on Sunday 23" September, “remembering Robert W B Lyne today and every day and the
wonderful times we shared. Our hearts are entwined and will heal and we will meet again when the time is right, Sarah.”

If you or your family would like to have the Church Tower Floodlights lit to celebrate a special event such as a
birthday/anniversary/ Baptism or in remembrance of a loved one please contact Jenny Cunningham for more
details. There is no set amount for this, just what you would like to gift to the Church in order to help cover
running costs. If you are able to Gift Aid your donation this will help us too. Please note that the deadline of the
Church Pages of USL Life is the 10th of the preceding month.
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St. Leonard’s Church News

Website: www.uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk

Who's Who at the Parish Church

Priest in Charge:
Rev Clodagh Ingram

Curate:
Rev James Turk

Churchwardens:

Keith Robbins

Vacancy

PCC Secretary

Sarah Kent
pccsecretary@uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk
Church Treasurer

Baptism & Wedding Enquiries:

Church Administrator - Jenny Cunningham
jennycunningham46@googlemail.com
Deanery Synod Representative

Dorothy Cox

Bell Tower Captain:

Charlie Burnett

Mother’s Union

Rachel Hall

Church Cleaning Rota

Claire Appleyard

Church Flowers
Jenny Cunningham

Vacancy

The next meeting is on
September 12t 10.00 am
Communion Service led by Rev Clodagh Ingram

St. Leonard’s Church

All are welcome

— EEERUNION —

Churchyard Tales

Yes, we're trying to
regenerate the gloomy and
somewhat dark garden of
remembrance to a place
where it will become more
inviting for people to come
and remember their loved
ones. The four holly trees
that grew from uninvited
saplings have been felled,
which is beginning to let
some more light into this
area. However the large
beech tree needs some
serious attention. Our tree
surgeon has advised us that it is seriously unbalanced so he
will be taking some of the weight off the tree and crown it so
as to not only preserve and care for the tree but also to
enable some more light to get through to the remembrance
garden. Of course these maintenance jobs, which have been
sadly neglected over the years, come with a substantial cost
which is financed from the churchyard fund and inevitably
determines how much we can do beyond the amazing
voluntary support we have. If anyone would like to
contribute to this cost we would be very grateful. Thank you
in anticipation!!

Sheila Thomas

I N.T. Boothroyd “USL  IfyouryVillage Store and Post
Plumbing & Heating l Village Store Office
I Est. 1986 | &
| All Plumbing & Heating Work . 7M°";Fri SHOP LOCAL
Undertaken & No Job too small ! | Ffaa%grﬁnlml;ls?:rr:ts a':' tpm
| Boiler & Fir_e Servicing P ract 7am-a6pm |
Central Heating Systems | | Foot Health Practitioner, o | OUPPORTLOCAL
I ’ ) Professional and courteous service 7am-12pm
I Glos: 01452 552192 I In the Gloucester area :
et oasz 500 [ or791 901 220
ntboo;hroyd@hotmail.co.uk REGISTER rachelh391@googlemail.com Churchfield Road 01452 618189




CELEBRATING LIFE AND MARRIAGE

Many Congratulations Many Congratulations Many Congratulations
To To To
Hazel and John Day Jackie and Chris Clouting Millie and John Barnes
On Celebrating their On Celebrating their On Celebrating their

Diamond Wedding Anniversary Golden Wedding Anniversary Ruby Wedding Annniversary

60 Years of Marriage 50 Years of Marriage 40 Years of Marriage
Celebrating ( :
_ . o fo
60 r‘;";' i
ears.. i '
\ % F el -"%b;ber%"‘q}

ABBEYDALE GARDEN CLUB MINI SHOW

"

The Abbeydale Gardening Club held its
Mini Show on Monday, 19*" August in the
Village Hall. Whilst the judges were hard «*,
, at work, deciding who would take 1%, 24
| and 3 places in the gardening, @&,

! Chairperson Anne, had devised two
quizzes for the members to ponder over. Thankfully we were fortified with
liquid refreshments and nibbles to sustain us whilst we attempted answering
the questions; some of which baffled the brightest!!

Hearty congratulations to Doug Monkman, who was the overall winner and
who is seen receiving the cup from Dr Andrew Nicholls.

September’s meeting will be on Monday, 16" September at 7.30pm in the
am Village Hall, when our speaker will be Nathalie Mignotte, talking to us about
8 the Midlands to the Mid-West. New members are always welcome.

IDENGIA —. | Alltypes of fencing and Do you need help around
. o gatesisupplied &ffitted. our home? 7~
Crldland - '_ = From;minor; repa;rls to y
Contracting | GBI, | “Being local,
Fencing, Ground 6 offerafast@ frlendly & | | 'm avery Handy Man!”

With over 30 years experience, here are just
some of the jobs that | can do to help you
improve and maintain your home.

=5 i y Bathroom
4~7 «Mﬁ installations

maintenance and
groundwork contractor
3 Ton mini-digger with driver available

All types of fencing supplied and erected. Hedges
cut. Trees pruned. Ground cleared. From small

gardens e ! - Hall, stairs
to farms, no job too small. . ==suground, hedges Cl.l" : Tiling & Ia‘nding
Service and reliability guaranteed S S waste'responsibly,
Fully insured 20 years experience L) Painting

& decorating
01452 311215 or 07836 279974

COMMELINES MILL FARM
UPTON ST LEONARDS GL4 8EG

hy i me564@outlook com Friendly, Caring, Trustworthy Service from a Friendly,
¢ 1 Caring Person at Really Friendly Prices.

don, f acebo = For a FREE quotation please ring me, David Holder on

d ; Tel: 01452 611866 Mobile: 07977 099996
or Email: holdermaxine@aol.com

DIJH Home Services, Gloucester estbiished 1931




This month’s feature: The Wesleyan Chapel - Postscript

In the May edition of the U.S.L. Life magazine | presented an article about the Wesleyan Chapel and Sunday school
that were situated where Perry Orchard meets the High Street. At the end of the piece | asked if any one in the
Parish could remember anything about the Chapel and Sunday school. It was lovely when two Parishioners
contacted me.

Here are some of their memories.
First, Rachel Hall, formerly Staite.

Rachel was born in Manor Cottage on the 10*, July 1932 . As a child she remembers her Grandmother, Louisa,
was a member of the Mothers’ Meeting which met at the Chapel. Louisa helped to make the first Mothers’ Union
banner which now hangs in St Leonards Church.

Rachel remembers that meetings at the Chapel always started with a hymn and a prayer and that often there was
a speaker. She also remembers that a doctor from Painswick held a surgery once a week in the Chapel room. Later
this moved next door to Laurel Cottage, in the High Street.

Rachel attended the Chapel Sunday school and youth club where she played table tennis and took part in drama
productions (Girls only). She fondly remembers annual Chapel teas celebrating the Chapel’s opening. Rachel
married her husband Trevor in 1954 in St Leonards Church.

Below is a copy of one of Rachel’s photographs, showing the opening of the Chapel in 1913.

Rachel’s Mother and Grandmother are in the gathering. Everyone looking splendid, | guess you would say,”All in
their Sunday best”. Rachel’s Mother was married at the Chapel in 1928.

Thank you to Rachel and Trevor for an afternoon of lovely memories.

- ""-H -

".::-;ﬁ
e -T-E--.-...
l-n
!F- R
f

And from Ted Gardner, memories in verse: Turn over to page 15

14



And from Ted Gardner, memories in verse:

In the May edition of U.S.L. Life magazine a poignant question was asked,

“So where is this?”

Well I'll tell you what | recall about that old place of prayer.

For on many a Sunday, as a young boy, | have bowed my head in there.
We went to Chapel Sunday School,

My Brother, Cousins and .

And after the service we would go scroggin,

In the orchard that was nearby. .

On Wednesdays it was Boys club night, \&e.ﬁy"" )

Run by the local Plod. - oY i f

A Policeman running a Boys club? | . Mﬁ;"*{ﬂf —‘*"h.fﬁffh.

Now you may think - “That’s odd”. - i\? "F?‘““*i"’*. H‘f L -

But the Hall by that old Chapel Yiwre) V=0l /®

Was used for many events, . ‘D f}‘?\J V.'ff. » b

With a snooker table, a dart board - ? [0 —, ) ve
. ’ i [ P

And subs of just a few pence. .; | 4 PN

| can’t recall it being demolished, [ ‘ L

Cus | was just a lad. |
My Gramps orchard stood behind it, [
Best apples to be had.

Its all gone now and that’s a shame,

But that’s how it is in Upton,

Nothing stays the same.

And a reminder:




We have put as much in here as space permits.

Events happening weekly are only shown for DIARY
the first month or so
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Mon
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Tue
Tue
Tue
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Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Thu
Fri

Sun

Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Tue

Tue
Tue
Tue

SEPTEMBER

10.00-11.30a.m.
Coffee Club.. LBMIe .10.00-12.00p.m
YOga..coiiieeiieeieeene Vi . .12.15-1.45p.m.

Parish Council Meeting ..Pavilion..... .7.30p.m.
UPLON Whaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiitcenccesireeeeeessiineeeesssssnneneeessssnnnnnneeee s VIHIRBE Hall e 7.30-10.00p.m.
Recycling and Food Waste Week

NEedles aNd PiNS.......coeevuirierienienieeieeie ettt st Village Hall ANNEX....ccvvevieeriiriiinieniesiiesieeieeeeens 9.45-12.15p.m
=% Te 1 0101 o o NS RRURRRRRRRRN V4 1| - 1= < B o - | OSSN 8.30-10.30p.m

Stitchers 10.00-12.00p.m.

TONNIS. ettt esineesnreessneessneeesnneeesneee s PAVITON e 6.00p.m.
............. 8.00p.m.
Upstagers Amateur Dramatics.....c..cooecvveereenvevveeeennineeeeesnsnveeensnenenenn Village Hall e 7.30-9.30p.m.
Bell RiNGING PractiCe......coceveevieeiieeienienienieeniesiesiesieeniesssessnessnesseenses BRI TOWET ot 7.30-9.00p.m.
Tl Chiceeeieeiecieeeeeceece e snesnessessseesseeseeesee . VA HAIL ANNEX it 9.30-10.30a.m.
] =T UPPRPURRRRPRRN V4 1| - T={ B o =Y | IV Y o =D GOSN 1.00-2.00p.m.

Pilates
Upton Show
Tennis....

11.30-12.30p.m.
.......... 2.00p.m.
10.00a.m.

TWYVEE Wittt ettt e st e e s e e s s s bane e e e e saaes
Copy Date for October issue of USL Life

Rubbish and Food Waste Week/Garden Waste for those

with Brown Bins

Needles and Pins.......c.ccoverveeienienienienenneniensienieneeneensesnnensneneeenn. Villag8 HAll ANN@X.iiiiiiiiiiiciicccce 9.45-12.15p.m.
BrOWNIES. ...eiiiieiiiieeeiieeeiee et siieesieeesneeesneessneessnneesnnneessneeesnnn e PAVITIONL e 5.30p.mm.
Badminton.....ccoeerienieniieieeieeieenieeseesee e seessiessneenseesneeseesnesnneenn . VIHABE Hall oo 8.30-10.30p.m.
Ladies Probus 10.00a.m.

Stitchers 10.00-12.00p.m.
TONNIS. ettt esreeesnreessneeesneeesnneeessnnee s PAVITON e 6.00p.m.

.......... 8.00p.m.
Upstagers Amateur Dramatics.......cooecvveereenniveeeeenniieeeeeennnneeeesneneenn Village Hall e 7.30-9.30p.m.
Bell RINGING PractiCe......cocveveenieecieeienieneenieeniessiesieseeneessessnessnesseenses BRI TOWET ot 7.30-9.00p.m.

Senior Circuits 10.00-10.45a.m.

Tai Chieeeneiiiicicicciiecccrcrenesreseeeenesnesnesne e VillABE HAIL ANN@X e 9.30-10.30a.m.
PIlateS. et sneeneennensenn: VITTAZE HAI ANNEX.ciiiiiiiiiicceee 1.00-2.00p.m.
Pilates... 11.30-12.30p.m
Tennis.... 10.00a.m.

10.00-11.30a.m.
10.00-12.00p.m.

12.15-1.45p.m.
Abbeydale Garden Club.........ccccoocvireiiieiiiie e esiee e esreeesne e BM L 7.30-9.45p.m.
Recycling and Food Waste Week
NEEAIES & PiNS..ccueiiiiiiieiieieeite ettt ettt Village Hall ANNEX....cceevieeriieiiirienieniiesieeieesieene 9.45-12.15p.m.
BrOWNIES. ...ci it esneessneessmneessnneessneeesene e PAVITONL e 5.30p.m.
Badminton......ccoeeeienieniieiiieiiciicicneenecnrenresieenneesneesneeseesnnessneenn . VIHAGE Hall i 8.30-10.30p.m.

Stitchers 10.00-12.00p.m.

............. 6.00p.m.

............. 7.00p.m.

............. 8.00p.m.
Upstagers Amateur Dramatics........ccoceeeveeeenieenneeeneeennveenneeeneeeeen Village Halloc e 7.30-9.30p.m.
Bell Ringing Practice.......... . . .7.30-9.00p.m.
Tai Chi... .9.30-10.30a.m.
Pilates .1.00-2.00p.m
Fitness... .6.00p.m.
Pilates... .11.30-12.30p.m.
Autumn Quiz .8.00p.m.
Tennis.... .10.00a.m
Coffee Club.. .10.00-12.00p.m.
Yoga... .10.00-11.30a.m.

Yoga......... Vi .12.15-1.45p.m.
Lady Downe Trust. ..Upton St Leonards School.. .7.30p.m.
Camera Club Village Hall 7.00 -9.00p.m.
Rubbish and Food Waste Week and Garden Waste

for those with brown bins

Needles & Pins .9.45-12.15p.m.
Brownies..... . .5.30p.m.

[T 401101 o] o OO PO SRSPR Village Hall...ooeeiiiiieieeeeeece e 8.30-10.30p.m.

..Village Hall Annex..




25 Wed Stitchers.......... .Pavilion... ....10.00-12.00p.m.
25 Wed Ladies Probus.. BML......... .10.00a.m.

25 Wed =TT 0L USRURPON PaVilioN....cooieiieiieceeeeeeee e 6.00p.m.

25 Wed BINEO. .ttt saee st aeenaeen BM ittt e 8.00p.m.

25 Wed Upstagers Amateur DramatiCS.......oovereereerieenieenieeieeeesee e e senennees Village Halle...ooeorieiieieeieeieeeeeeeeeeeeee 7.30-9.30p.m.
25 Wed Bell RiNGING PractiCe.......cccovvirieniiiiieiiiie ettt Bell TOWET.c..vtiiiiiiiieiiicieciiecreceeee e 7.30-9.30p.m.
26 Thu TAT Chliveeiieieceee e re e Village Hall ANNEX.....cceeveeiiniinieniienieeieeieeeene 9.30-10.30a.m.
26 Thu PIIATES. .ttt et Village Hall ANNEX...cc.coveevieineenienienienienieeiene 1.00-2.00p.m.
26 Thu Get TOgEether ClUD........oi i Village Hall......oooeveeiieeieece e 2.30-4.30p.m.
26 Thu Y001 o1 =T SO TUSR SRS PaVilioN....coviiiieiieceeeeceee e 7.30p.m.

27 Fri Macmillan Coffee Morning. .USL Shops.. .9.30a.m

27 Fri .Village Hall. .11.30-12.30p.m.
30 Mon BMl.iiieiis .10.00-12.00p.m.
30 Mon Village Hall ANNEX.....cceevveeiiieienienieneesieeieeaens 10.00-11.30a.m.
30 Mon Village Hall ANNeX.....cceeveeiieiinienienieesieeieeeene 12.15-1.45p.m.

Regular weekly events not listed below this line

OCTOBER

3 Thu USL WI WOTKSNOP....coeiiiiiiitiiieiiesiierec ettt PaVilioN.....cocuiriiiiiiicscccc 1.00p.m.

7 Mon Parish COUNCIl MEELING.......cccuieriieriiiiierie et PaVilioN.....oooiiiiiiieseseeeeee e 7.30p.m.

7 Mon UPLON Wih.oeooviiiiiiiciieeienie s Village Halleoweoeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 7.30-10.00p.m.
10 Thu Copy Date for November issue of USL Life. .

11 Fri Church Concert (Chloe Reynolds)........... Upton ChUrch. ..o 7.30p.m

14 Mon TWYVEE Wilhuiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt s be bbbt ens Village Hall....oo.ooveeiieiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeee 7.30-10.00p.m.
21 Mon Abbeydale Garden ClUb........ccuiiiiieiciie e Village Halle...ooeoreiieeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 7.30-9.45p.m.
23 Wed Ladies ProbUS.....cc.ueiiiiiiiitt e BMIiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 10.00a.m.

24 Thu Upstagers MUrder MYSEEIY.......cvcueeierieneenieeiieeie e seeseee e ensesaesanas Village Hall....oooovieiieiieieeieeeeceeeeeieeeeee 7.00p.m.

25 Fri Upstagers MUrder MYSEEIY......oc.eeuerieriereeienieniesiee e e e s Village Hall....ooooriiieieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 7.00p.m.

26 Sat Upstagers MUrder MyStery.......ccevcueeerieenieeeieeesieesieeeseeesneeeseeeesnnes Village Hall....ooeoriiiiieeiieiecceecececeeee 7.00p.m.

28 Mon CameEra ClUb.....ouiiiie e e Village Hall....ooooiieieiecieeccecseeeeeeeee e 7.00-9.00p.m.
31 Thu Get Together Club - Sausage and Mash .........ccoceveiniiiiinneenieneens Village Hall....oooovieiieieeieeeeeceeeeeeeeee 12.45 for 1.00
NOVEMBER

4 Mon Parish Council MEetiNg.......cccovveviiriiiiiiieeieesee e PaVilioN.....ooiiiiiiieseeeeeee e 7.30p.m.

4 Mon UPEON Wittt s Village Hall....ooueoieiieieeieeeceeeeeeeeee 7.30-10.00p.m.
9 Sat Entertainment Night.......cccoooiiiiiieirie e Bttt 8.00p.m.

10 Sun Copy Date for December issue of USL Life

11 Mon TWYVEE Wiluiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt sttt sbe bbb e e e e Village Hall....oo.eoieiiiieeiiieeeeeeeeeeeee 7.30-10.00p.m.
18 Mon Abbeydale Garden ClUb........ccoviiiiririie e Village Hall.......oovveeiieeeece e 7.30-9.45p.m.
20 Wed LadieS PrODUS......ccueriieiiiiieietee ettt s BMIiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 10.15.a.m.

25 Mon €amera ClUb.....ouiiieie e e Village Hall....ooooveeiieieeieeieeeseeeeeeeeeee 7.00-9.00p.m.
25 Mon Lady DOWNE TTUSE..ccveetiieiienitieiieeie ettt ettt s s s sbe e nnees Upton St Leonards School..........cccoeveevieenienneen. 7.30p.m.

28 Thur Get TOgether ClUD........oivie et Upton St Leonards School..........cccevevevevivenennnns 2.00p.m.

Contact Paula Quinn to get your event in the diary

GUIDED WALKS

Did you know that there are 22 guided walks in September alone, courtesy of the cotswoldaonb.org.uk?

Other websites that also have details of guided walks include the ramblers.org.uk, thewi.org.uk,
Nationaltrust.org.uk, walkingworld.com and walkingbritain.co.uk

For more info visit: www.daveylaw.co.uk

WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
= Wills & Prabate Dispute Resolution ADVERTISE

n
[ |
m Lasting Powers of Attorney m Commercial Property
s % : Call Churchdown Computers
PSS ey Call Churchdown Computers )
" WITH US?

B Inheritance Tax Planning Personal Injury 1 | e: mark@churchdowncomputers.co.uk
Gloucester: 01452 508800 | Cirencester: 01285 654875 w: www.churchdowncomputers.co.uk

= Residential Property Computer Health Check

DAVEY Providing personal and professional e Virus, Spyware, Malware remova
legal services for you, your family, e Slow Computer

LAW 3 and Mrﬁir& Y ® Printer setup or fault OR DROP US A LINE AT
® Internet or wi-fi problem e

m b L e Data Recovery and Data Transfer service USL LI FE

A :?"" e Software fault diagnosis
Here's how we can help: = e Computer Tuition

L[]
L]

Employlrcrlﬂwr" x v
) FREE telephone support for minor problems

enquiries@daveylaw.co.uk

17



FreeCycle

We are considering the development of a FREECYCLE page in USL Life.

Anyone who has an unwanted item to move on (no charge but person
collects) can put it forward to the USL Life team to be advertised for free.

If more than one household expresses interest in an item we will draw names
from a hat.

To start it off we have an oak sideboard.
It has a half round top above a single
drawer flanked by cupboard doors on |
tapered legs with pad feet.

Itis 148 cms/58 ins wide. There is some
damage to the veneer on the open shelf
section. See photo. To view please

email cmclean6349@gmail.com

f

|

If you have any pre-loved items that you no longer need why not get in
touch with Catherine Mclean who will ensure that your items are advertised
here. It’s a win win!!!

G | Church pages:

Qeyhill Prison.

[ UPTON ST LEONARDS LIFE \
Web site: http://usllife.org.uk

To contact us, use the website above or

the postbox by the Village Hall main

door, or use the contact details that

appear below:

Andrea Dawson

Andrea Dawson
Andy Russell

Barbara Swindin
Peter Wilson

Cliff Alderman
Owen Stinchcombe

Teresa Clarke
Christina Caldwell
Linda Munnoch
Ann Morphew
Rachel Middleton

Catherine McLean

This month’s editor:
Editors:

Company Secretary:
Treasurer:
Feature writers:

Clubs / Societies

/ Organisations:
Diary: Paula Quinn

Advertising: Contact: Andy Russell

Admin Support: Janine Black

Distribution: Jenny Cunningham
8
Photography: Jim Browne

Carol Hardacre
Christine Ellson
Kate Davies
USL Life is published by USL Life CIC, a
Limited Company, and is printed at

Proof Readers:

J

The editor for our October issue will be Andy Russell

DISCLAIMER: USL Life welcomes adverts
for goods and services but reminds
readers to make their own checks before
entering into any contract or other
arrangements with advertisers, as USL
Life cannot be held responsible for the

accuracy of the advertisements.

LOST OR MISPLACED?

DOES ANYONE KNOW THE WHEREABOUTS OF AN ALBUM OF PHOTOGRAPHS,
THAT MAY HAVE BEEN BORROWED FROM THE BMI AND NOT RETURNED?

IT HASN'T BEEN SEEN FOR OVER A YEAR AND INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHS FROM
WHEN THE LOTTERY WAS HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AND THE BMI.

IFYOU KNOW WHEREIT IS, WE WOULD BE MOST GRATEFULTO SEE ITRETURNED.
ON BEHALF OF THE BMI TEAM.
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September’s Art Page - with a Train Theme

ADELSTROP by Edward Thomas (1878 — 1917)

Yes, | remember Adelstrop

The name, because one afternoon

Of heat, the express-train drew up there
Unwontedly, it was late June

The steam hissed. Someone cleared his throat.
No one left and no one came

On the bare platform. What | saw

Was Adelstrop — only the name

And willows, willow-herb, and grass,
And meadowsweet, and haycocks dry,
No whit less still and lonely fair

Than the high cloudlets in the sky.

And for that minute a blackbird sang
Close by, and round him, mistier,
Farther and farther, all the birds
Of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire.

Thomas wrote this poem following a railway
journey during which his train stopped briefly at
the now-closed station in the Gloucestershire
village of Adelstrop.

Although not strictly a war poem, it has become
popular in anthologies because of its reference to
a peaceful time and place, only a short time

NOT ADELSTROP by Dannie Abse (1949 — 2009)

Not Adelstrop, no — besides the name

hardly matters. Nor did | languish in June heat,

Simply, | stood, too early, on the empty platform,

and the wrong train came in slowly, surprised, stopped.
Directly facing me, from a window,

a very, very pretty girl leaned out.

When |, all instinct,

stared at her, she, all instinct, inclined her head away
as if she’d divined the much married life in me,

or as if she might spot, up platform,

some unlikely familiar.

For my part, under the clock, | continued

my scrutiny with unmitigated pleasure.

And she knew it, she certainly knew it, and would not
glance at me in the silence of not Adelstrop.

Only when the train heaved noisily, only

when it jolted, when it slid away, only then,

daring and secure, she smiled back at my smile,

and |, daring and secure, waved back at her waving.
And so it was, all the way down the hurrying platform
as the train gathered atrocious speed

towards Oxfordshire or Gloucestershire.

Railway anecdotes:

before the outbreak of the First World War.

Thomas enlisted in 1915 and was killed in 1917.
This poem was published three weeks after his
death.

BOOK REVIEW

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie,
published in 1934, is a novel featuring the Belgian
detective Hercule Poirot. The Orient Express train is
stopped by heavy snowfall en route from Istanbul to
London.

Poirot is one of the passengers and on the second night
of the journey when the train is at a standstill due to a
snowdrift, an elderly American is found murdered in his
compartment. Poirot is asked to investigate and the novel
moves at a brisk pace, with many improbabilities which
Christie succeeds in making convincing.

(The book was made into a film in 1974 starring Albert
Finney as Poirot and including many famous actors —Sean
Connery, Lauren Bacall, John Gielgud, Vanessa Redgrave
and Ingrid Bergman. A second film was released in 2017,
directed by Kenneth Branagh and featuring Johnny Depp,
Judi Dench, Derek Jacobi and Olivia Coleman.

Railways and the Church have their critics, but both are the best
ways of getting a man to his ultimate destination.
Awdry 1911 - 1997)

(Reverend W

The only way of catching a train | ever discovered is to miss the
train before. (G. K. Chesterton 1874 — 1936)

There have been many television and radio adaptations
and both a stage play and a computer game based on the
novel.)

And finally - a film set on

a train — The Lady
~ Vanishes (1938)
" directed by Alfred

Hitchcock, based on a
story written by Ethel

Lina White from
Abergavenny. The film
features Margaret

Lockwood, Michael Redgrave and May Whitty. Yet again,
a group of travellers is delayed by an avalanche on a train
heading for England. One passenger disappears. Romance
blossoms as two travellers begin to investigate the
mystery. This film is an absolute classic and we
recommend it to you.
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USL LIFE HOLDS ITS ANNUAL WAYZGOOSE *

USL Life held its 4t Wayzgoose on Sunday, 28™ July. Around 35 or so of us involved in some way or other in organising
USL Life, had the annual celebration in our garden.

As you can see from the pictures, we had a sunny day and were able to enjoy the great outdoors. Everybody brought
a wonderful array of food and drink and we relaxed into the day. Later on in the afternoon, Jackie Hunt led a game
of Boules and then, into the evening, we started a highly competitive game of Jenga amidst much hilarity. We must
be made of strong stuff, as there were only about 15 of us left in to the early evening. It all got very competitive and
the sun was very low when we finished!

A great day, shared with friends. Paul and Diana Rosewell

*What is a Wayzgoose? At one time it was an entertainment given by a master printer to his workmen,
(all men then) each year on or about St Bartholomew’s Day. We were a bit early!

Our thanks go to Paul and Diana Rosewell who kindly hosted this year’s event.
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