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Upton St Leonards Life
incorporating Church News

Issue 122 October 2024

A new Parish Website is being developed
see page 7.

Upton Show - Saturday 14 September 2024

We have a new Freeman of Upton
see page 15

It was a great show and the organising
commi�ee are looking for new members to
help with next year. If you are interested,

please contact Kate Brooks
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What’s Been Happening in Upton?

Twyver WI September Report

Bye bye summer, hello Autumn. We welcomed
each other to the mee�ng, our first since July.

Our speaker for the evening was meant to be
Amy Kitcher from the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission but unfortunately the lady
was a no-show, so we all hoped that nothing
untoward had happened.

Fortunately for us, we had a gentleman in our
gathering for a change, and he offered to give
us a short talk on Nathaniel Wells who became
the first black magistrate and the Sheriff of
Monmouthshire in the 1800’s. Nathaniel was
also the first black officer in the Bri�sh Army.

He was born to a white slave owner and
inherited his father’s estate including all the
slaves who were eventually released from
servitude. He was very well thought of and is
buried in Bath. More about Nathaniel’s history
is available online. An interes�ng informa�ve
talk and thanks were given.

So it was a shorter than usual but pleasant
evening nevertheless, and a�er the usual
business the mee�ng was adjourned.

Next gathering will be on 14th October, all are
welcome.

PS. Robinswood Group, of which Twyver WI is
part, have won through to the final of the WI
ski�les knockout tournament more details next
month!

Linda Munnoch

October Upton WI Report

Gardens can be a haven for wildlife, giving us pleasure
through the seasons. "If you love wildlife, you love all life"
quoted our speaker David Cramp, as he explained his
thoughts upon making a garden a more natural environment
for wildlife.

What we plan makes a huge difference. For example buddleia
is a favourite of bu�erflies, especially peacock and red admiral
(whose caterpillars feed on ne�les). Open flowers are more
accessible to pollinators than double flowers; herbs are a
valuable source of nectar. Even small ponds a�ract frogs,
newts and toads, water boatmen and pond skaters.
To watch a dazzling display of dragonflies is a delight on a
summer's day.

There are over 600 species of spiders and autumn is the �me
they shine with intricately spun webs iridescent in the dew.
They are in the food chain for birds as are slugs and snails, and
although the la�er are not the favourites of gardeners, they
are important to thrushes and blackbirds and hedgehogs,
which also feed on earthworms.

Hedges give protec�on to small birds and the berries in
hedgerows are an important food source. Log piles under
hedgerows are a favourite place for hiberna�on of hedgehogs
and a hiding place for small mammals in autumn and winter.
Goldfinches and other birds love seed heads and thistles.
Thinking ahead and planning a garden for wildlife is a step
forward for the environment and for future genera�ons. Most
of all, we get hours of pleasure.

David's talk was a delight, and he was given a warm round of
applause.
We next meet on Monday 7 October at 2pm in the Pavilion.
The speaker will be Pam Ridgell who is talking about her
experiences as a nurse in the Royal Air Force.

Kathy Quant

October Upton Ladies Probus Report

August's speaker for our Ladies Probus Club was Angela Lerwill who told us about her book, Tales of a Sussex
Family Farm. Angela only decided to write a book during the recent Covid Lockdown as she realised that her
childhood, growing up on her family's mixed farm, was now definitely 'historical' as small mixed family farms are
definitely a 'thing of the past'. Angela had never wri�en a novel before so it was a challenge she decided to grab.
We all enjoyed the slides & the many reminiscences - with the opportunity to buy signed copies of Angela's
book.
September's mee�ng has Karen Gennard of Vision Care coming to talk to us.

October's mee�ng is on 23 October, star�ng at 10am in BMI & will feature Mar�n Fry who will delight us all
again. Please come along & join us, to be transported with wonderful music & poetry to accompany Mar�n's
stunning photography & images of the Cotswolds – A Winter Wonderland
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What’s Been Happening in Upton?

Abbeydale Garden Club

The Abbeydale Garden Club would love to welcome new members. The club meets monthly in the Upton Village
Hall, and I have wri�en a sort of "diary" of recent months so non-members can read about what we do, in the
hope of a�rac�ng new people to our club.

April: we held a "plant and miscellaneous" sale. For a first �me event we were pleasantly surprised by its success.
May: we had a speaker giving gardening �ps. He brought lots of material to illustrate methods to propagate
successfully. A very enjoyable talk - did you know aspirin can some�mes improve roo�ng - look it up!
June: our speaker talked on "Good Looking Plants", with plenty of pictures.
July: our annual Garden Party! Actually the planned venue had to be cancelled at the last minute, so we met at
the Village Hall again, but we had a great evening even though the weather was disappoin�ng.
August: is the month of our "mini" show. Actually not so small - the judges commented on the large number and
high quality of entries from our small club. A really good and varied selec�on of vegetables and flowers were on
show plus cra� and photography compe��ons as well. . A couple of pictures from the show are on the back page
Our next mee�ng is on Monday 21st October at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Doug Monkman

The Upstagers - providing us with 20 years of Drama and Fun

On Saturday September 7th, the UpStagers Drama Group
held a 20 years anniversary celebra�on party.

There were members both past and present who
a�ended. Recordings of past performances were shown
on a big screen all evening, represen�ng works over the
period, everybody seemed to have a good �me. All the
viewings covered everyone in the room up to the latest

recruits. There was an
abundance of food and
drinks laid out as well.

We now hopefully look forward to another twenty years of entertainment here in
Upton St Leonards. The one thing that comes to mind is that twenty years ago there
was a Save Our Stage ( SOS) campaign which was successful at the end of which it
was said “well you saved it you be�er use it” That was the origin of the Group and
we are s�ll here a�er some 43 produc�ons and looking forward to our Panto in
February.

The club has had polo shirts made with a special 20yr Logo on the them and
members who wanted them ordered them at a very low cost as the club subsidised
them. Any member past or present who has not ordered one can s�ll do so. They are

available in four different colours.

As always we are forever looking
for new blood to join the group.

The Upstagers
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What’s Coming Up in Upton?

Saturday 5th October 2024

Autumn Quiz Night
From 8.00p.m.

Please add your name to the booking sheet by
Thursday 3rd October

£1.50 per person for tables of up to 6
(Minimum £6 for tables up to 4)

Please not it is cash only for the quiz

Saturday 19th October 2024

Entertainment Night
for members and signed in guests

with

“Earl Tee”

From 8.00p.m.

Sunday 27th October 2024

“Comedy Night hosted by Nic Hill

from 8.00p.m.
with

“Mark Hurman”
“Darren Hoskins”
“Sean Percival”

Tickets for
members and
signed in guests

@ £6

(The comedy
night will include
“Adult Humour”)

Saturday 2nd November

Entertainment Night
for members and signed in guests

with

“Bak 2 Bak”

From 8.00p.m.
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What’s Coming Up in Upton?

Plant Daffodils round the Village

Saturday 11 October

The Parish Council thinks it is �me to replenish the
daffodils on the approaches to the Village and at
spots in the Village. There was a huge plan�ng effort
about 25 years ago, and we see the result of this
every year, but in some places damage or old age has
reduced the impact.

Can you do some plan�ng?

On Saturday 11 October
we plan another effort.
Please come to the
Pavilion at about 10am
with your dibber or
spade. We will supply
the bulbs and suggest
where to plant them.

I would like to be reminded of places where the
display has been poor in recent years, or there are
none at all - can you remember and let me know! No
point pu�ng new bulbs in places where the display is
s�ll good. However, we can only plant on land owned
by the Parish Council or roadside verges.

Andy Russell - on behalf of the Parish Council

Advertising

We are a new local team of two with
skills, experience and qualifica�ons in
House and Garden maintenance.

Ashley & Luke
Fully insured

If you use any of the
services provided by our
adver�sers, please
men�on that you saw
them in USL Life. They can
then understand the
impact of their
adver�sing. Thank you
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Arts Page

Lying in a Hammock at William Duffy's Farm on
Pine Island, Minnesota

Over my head I see the bronze bu�erfly,
Asleep on the black trunk,
Blowing like a leaf in green shadow.
Down the ravine behind the empty house,
The cowbells follow one another
Into the distances of the a�ernoon.
To my right,
In a field of sunlight between two pines,
The droppings of last years horses
Blaze up into golden stones.
I lean back as the evening darkens and comes on.
A chicken hawk floats over, looking for home.
I have wasted my life.

James Wright 1927 -1980

S�ll I Rise

You may write me down in history
With your bi�er, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirt
But s�ll, like dust, I'll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?
Why are you beset with gloom?
'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells
Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,
With the certainty of �des,
Just like hopes springing high,
S�ll I'll rise.

Out of the huts of history's shame
I rise
Up from a past that's rooted in pain
I rise
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,
Welling and swelling I bear in the �de.

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear
I rise
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear
I rise
Bringing the gi�s that my ancestors gave,
I am the dream and the hope of the slave.
I rise I rise I rise.

Maya Angelou 1928 – 2014

Choose

The single clenched fist li�ed and ready,
Or the open asking hand held out and wai�ng.
Choose:
For we meet by one or the other.

Carl Sandburg 1878 – 1967

Prime Minister of Canada to General de Gaulle, twice
President of France

My feeling about the United States is this. To live
alongside this great country is like living with your
wife. At �mes, at �mes it is difficult to live with her.
At all �mes it is difficult to live without her.
Lester Pearson – Nobel Peace Prize 1957

I like paying taxes, with them I buy civiliza�on.

Oliver Wendell Holmes 1831 – 1945, US Supreme
Court Judge

Book Review

Cannery Row by John Steinbeck 1902 – 1968

Published in
1945, Cannery
Row is set during
the Great
Depression in
Monterey,
California. The
story features a
street lined with
sardine canneries
that is known as
Cannery Row. It
features people
living there – Lee
Chong the local
grocer; Doc, a
marine biologist
and Mack the
leader of a group
of homeless people. It describes the individual
characters and tells stories that link them. It is a slim
volume and a challenging read. Will you accept the
challenge?

AnAmerican-themed Arts Page seems appropriate this month in the
run-up to next month's Presidential Election.
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Parish Council Report

We have a New Parish Website

Several months ago, the Parish Council agreed to
replace the exis�ng parish website which was
developed and launched approximately 10 years
ago. A key improvement will be the inclusion of the
Coopers Edge part of the Parish rather than only
focusing on the village of Upton St Leonards.

The home page, shown right, is what you will see
when it is finally launched in a couple of weeks
�me.
The website will be found by using a search engine
for Upton St Leonards Parish Council.

The website will provide a number of func�ons providing such things as -

• A central hub to other websites eg Planning Portal for applica�ons, the Church, Schools, Newsle�ers etc
• Latest news - eg sharing things like road closures as quickly as possible plus key events
• Informa�on on facili�es and services within the Parish
• Parish Council Mee�ng agendas/minutes
• Other Parish Council informa�on eg audit performance/financials

Fix My Street (We Need Your Help!!)

This is a really useful independent website, built by
the charity mySociety.
The site was developed to make it easy for problems
in the community to be effec�vely reported to local
councils across the UK. The real benefit of course is
that many eyes are be�er than a few so if anyone
spots a problem, it can be ac�oned quickly.

FixMyStreet is primarily for repor�ng things which are
broken, dirty, damaged or dumped and need fixing,
cleaning or clearance, eg graffi�, dog fouling,
potholes or street lights that don't work.
The site also explains what it shouldn’t be used for.

There are several ways to access FixMyStreet including online via website FixMyStreet.com or downloading a
APP (available on IOS and Android).
You enter a postcode or place name, place a pin on the supplied map where the issue exists, describe the
problem and send.

Of course, if you do not own a computer or smartphone, you are able to report problems to the Parish Clerk,
either in person (at the Parish Office based at Upton Village Hall on Tuesdays/Thursdays 1000-1200) or in
wri�ng via Upton Village Hall postbox.

Please help us make your community the best it can be.
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Advertising If you use any of the services provided by our adver�sers,
please men�on that you saw them in USL Life. They can then
understand the impact of their adver�sing. Thank you

Brothertons
Accountants & Tax Advisors

All Aspects of Accountancy:
● Self Assessment Tax Returns
● Sole Trader Accounts
● Limited Companies
● VAT
● Payroll
● Bookkeeping

Local family firm
Established 1998

Free ini�al mee�ng
Fixed quotes

2 Abbeymead Avenue, Gloucester GL4 5ER
01452 311711

www.brothertons.co.uk
email info@brothertons.co.uk

A local friendly company with over 35
years experience
● Replacement uPVC & aluminium

windows, doors and conservatories
made to measure

● Replacing misted glass
● Locks
● Hinges
● Handles
● Pa�o rollers
● Coloured Composite Doors made to

measure
Free no obliga�on quota�ons
www.a1windows-gloucester.com

Simon Green
01452 535811
07989 891227

CEDAR MOTOR HOUSE
LTD

Vehicle Servicing
& Repairs

MOT Tes�ng for Petrol & Diesel Vehicles
01452 617240 Mob: 07976 322735

Grove Court, Upton Hill,
Gloucester GL4 8DA

• We use the latest techniques and diagnos�c
equipment to service any make of car to
dealership standards.

• Tyres, ba�eries and exhausts fi�ed. Clutch and
�ming belt replacement.

• Insurance & Accident repairs, welding service.

Your Local Garage
We pride ourselves on our friendly,

honest and reliable service.
We can collect your vehicle from your home.

Est 1968 Local approved electrician,
highly experienced.

Honest, friendly and professional with
very high standards.

All work considered –
inspec�on and tes�ng,

upgrades, extensions, repairs.

Fully insured.

Call or email for a free consulta�on & quota�on

ben@hickselectricalsolu�ons.co.uk
Phone: 01452 538969
Mobile: 07981 797894

Self-catering accommoda�on for holidays
and short breaks, in Upton St Leonards,
perfect for visi�ng friends and family.
Email: info@li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Tel: 01452 615150
www.li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Little Court Cottages
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Website: www.uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk

Saint Leonard’s Church
Churchfield Road

Upton St Leonards

Gloucester

GL4 8AT

Rev Helen is available Tuesday, Thursday &
SundayRev Helen Champion

Visit our NEW Facebook Page
St. Leonard’s Church, Upton St. Leonards

Dear Friends

As I begin to think of October my thoughts immediately go to leaves that are red and gold, darker nights,
warm winter coats and woolly hats, and how long will it be before we absolutely have to put the hea�ng
on. We might have been in doubt as to when we had the summer but we will definitely not be in any
doubt that winter will be on its way shortly and our part of the world will embrace another new season.

Our lives have their seasons too and October/November ushers in a season of remembrance and being
thankful for those who have gone before us. There is an opportunity to come to remember your loved
ones at St Leonard’s Church at our Time To Remember Service which will be held at 4 pm on October 27th.
The service will be gentle, with some prayers, a couple of well known hymns, a �me to light candles and
pause as we recall our treasured memories. Please do let us know the names of your loved ones so we
may read them aloud during the service. Refreshments will be served a�erwards in the school room. You
can be sure of a warm welcome.

One of the hymns we shall sing is from Psalm 23 – a most well-known Psalm. It reassures us that, no
ma�er where we are up to in the seasons of our lives, God is with us, his goodness and his mercy chase
a�er us every day, and that one day we will be with him.

As you kick up the leaves this Autumn, remind yourself that it’s good to be alive and healthy, that life
moves through different seasons – although I wonder if any of us would turn down the opportunity to
stay in the sun a li�le longer. Would you?

Rev Helen Champion

It was with great sadness that we at St Leonards church heard of the death
of (Danny) Richard Stephenson at Cheltenham General Hospital on Sunday
1st September.
Richard was a long standing member of the congrega�on and worked
quietly behind the scenes serving the church and suppor�ng events. He
was very generous and always willing to help others. He lived in the village
for most of his life and will be greatly missed but always remembered.

There will be memorial service for Richard in the church on Friday 4th October at 1pm
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Wow…. What a spectacular evening
with Taiko, the roof was certainly raised
on the 31st August when we welcomed
Peter Hewi� and his group of players.
The bats weren’t quite so keen, though
they did join in by swooping in to find
out what all the noise was about.

A welcome complimentary glass of wine and nibbles were served
in the half �me break
A big thank you goes out to Peter, his grandson Joe and the rest of
the team for raising £690 For our Raise the Roof fund, it is very
much appreciated

The Church
Fete was held on
Saturday 7th

September, the
weather was kind to
us and no rain spoilt the a�ernoon. A total of
£900 was raised and is a welcome addi�on to
the church roof fund.
Thank you to everyone who helped,
contributed and turned up! And a special
thank you to Gill who orchestrated the event.

Harvest Festival

Owing to a very poor
weather forecast for
Sunday 8th September
the decision was
made to hold the
service in church
instead of on The Green,
An auc�on of the produce donated was
held in the Old School Room a�er morning
coffee and £36 was raised and dispatched

for a dona�on to the
Food Bank.

Thank you to everyone
concerned, especially
Gloucester Brass for
their accompaniment.

Sa
ve

the

Da
te

Christm
as Tree Fes�val

beginning 29th November

29th November

Ukulele Band

Songs for Christmas

A Time to Remember

Sunday 27 thOctober
4 pm

Fish ‘n Chip Supper

& Quiz

25th October

Please contact Gill or Sheila
if you are interested in

displaying a tree for the
festival
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Services for October 2024

6th 8.00 am Holy Communion

10.00 am Celebra�on Service

13th 10.00 am Holy Communion

20th 10.00 am Holy Communion

27th 10.00 am Holy Communion
4.00 pm Time to Remember

Who’s Who in the Church
Parish Priest:
Rev Helen Champion

Churchwarden:
Gill Howell
Interment and burial of ashes enquiries

Church Administrator:
Jenny Cunningham
Wedding & Bap�sm Enquiries

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Sue Downey

PCC Secretary
Kay Hu�onTuesday Morning

Prayer

9.30 am

In the Rectory

Bondend Road

Everyone is welcome

Card Machine
The card machine is now up and running.
Dona�ons, Pay on the door events even collec�on
can all now be paid for on your card if you wish
and will be available as you enter church.
Cash is s�ll very welcome!!!

Congratulations Helen!

Rev Helen has been appointed as youth worker for the Diocese, she will be working
two days a week which will run alongside her days at St Leonard’s church.

Well done!
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Mother’s Union

The Branch doesn’t meet in August
but our Founder, Mary Sumner is celebrated on
the 9th of the month, and it is always marked
with a Diocesan Picnic. This year it was held at
St Phillip & St James. Hucclecote and four
members a�ended. The weather was glorious
and we enjoyed si�ng in the sunshine and
exploring The Peace Garden, a recent addi�on
to the site. Unfortunately, the tree planted by
Bishop Rachel at the garden’s opening looked
very dead!
The MU Diocesan Raffle was drawn, and we had
two winners, Dorothy Cox and Sheila Hodder.
The a�ernoon concluded with a short open-air
service.

The October mee�ng on Thursday 17th and is
a favourite when we will be again welcoming Judy
Jackson to work her magic with flowers
accompanied by music chosen by Margaret
Bishop, both St Leonard’s MU branch members
who worship at St Oswald’s, Coney Hill. Their
chosen theme is “Autumn Floral Harmony” and
a�erwards the arrangements will be raffled in
aid of branch funds. All are welcome to join us
in the Old School Room, Bond End Road at 2pm
and we finish with refreshments.

Kate Gale

First Prize £30 30
Second Prize £20 43

500 Club Winners for August

On the 10th October, the Tower Lights are lit in remembrance of Derek Brinkley who passed away
on this day in 2015. Kindly sponsored by his son, Alan.

On Thursday 17th October 2024, the Church Tower Lights are being sponsored by the family of the
late Ruth Edgington in loving memory of Michael Edgington, who passed away on this day 18 years
ago.

Tower light
dedications
Please note the deadline for the Church
pages is the 8th of the preceding month

If you or your family wish to sponsor the
lights in celebra�on of a birthday, an
anniversary, for a loved one’s life or for any
other reason then please contact Jenny
Cunningham for more details.
Please note that the deadline of the Church
News is the 8th of the preceeding month.

The no�ce board by the car park finally gave up and fell
to pieces during some bad weather, so it is with grateful

thanks to Nigel Murrell who kindly repaired and
replaced it to its former glory.
Many thanks Nigel, grand job

Keep your eye on it for future events
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Advertising If you use any of the services provided by our adver�sers,
please men�on that you saw them in USL Life. They can then
understand the impact of their adver�sing. Thank you

Guest Suite to rent in USL

Newly available: Deligh�ul ground floor
Guest Suite. Central to the village. Lovely
views. Private parking. Perfect for visitors
whatever their needs. No dogs. For details

call 01452 621741 or 07815 197375.

View from the french windows

David
Cridland

Contracting
Fencing, Ground
maintenance and

groundwork contractor
3 Ton mini-digger with driver available

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Hedges cut. Trees pruned. Ground cleared.

From small gardens
to farms, no job too small.

Service and reliability guaranteed

Fully insured 30 years experience

01452 311215 or 07836 279974
COMMELINES MILL FARM

UPTON ST LEONARDS GL4 8EG



14

Information

Upton School - Latest Ofsted Report -Outstanding!

The report from the Osted inspec�on of our school here in Upton St Leonards in June has been published
recently and rated as Outstanding. The Inspectors said in their report that, “Pupils at Upton St Leonards are
enthusias�c learners who enjoy coming to school”. The school’s vision of ‘building founda�ons for a love of life,
a love of learning and a love of one another’ lies at the heart of the school. Pupils benefit from deeply
embedded values that underpin the school’s culture.

Mrs Sarah Broadbent, Execu�ve Headteacher, said, “We are so proud of our school and are thrilled that the
inspec�on team recognised what a special place it is! This report validates what leaders already know; that
children receive an excellent educa�on on a day-to-day basis thanks to a talented team of staff & governors who
work �relessly together, to do the very best for the children we serve.

I am so thankful for that, as well as our our loving, respec�ul and enthusias�c pupils, and the generous support
that we receive from our parent/ carer body and from others who contribute to the work of the school. Our
school vision: ‘Building founda�ons for a love life, a love learning and
love one another’, along with a set of core values, underpins everything
we seek to achieve here at the school; I am so pleased that the
inspec�on team noted that fact at the very start of their report.

We now look forward to con�nuing to strengthen the work of the
school further.

“Raise the Roof” Latest - It’s not all about the money!

Recent events con�nued to increase the value of the roof fund but have also provided other opportuni�es. The
Barn Dance brought together some 400 revellers listening to and packing the floor dancing to three bands. The
bands all loved performing and do not o�en get to play to such large apprecia�ve audiences many of whom were
from outside the village.

Robert and Norma Spra� opened their garden giving visitors an a�ernoon of enjoyment promp�ng the thought
of repea�ng the event with more villagers opening their gardens. The Brass Band were delighted to perform in the
church and the Taiko band Concert was well received giving Peter Hewi�’s drummers loud expression and delight
at performing in front of an audience.
So, the benefits of the events are not just financial because we bring together enjoyment to the community and
stage events that provide a pla�orm for performers.

This of course brings us on to future events that we hope you will support and enjoy

Friday 29th November: Ukulele Band and TLC choir in the Church (7pm)

Friday 25th October: Fish and Chip Supper in the School Room (6.30pm)

FromWednesday 27th November: Christmas Tree Fes�val in the Church

Calendars featuring St Leonards Church through the seasons will be on sale soon.

The total amount secured for the project now stands at just under £186,000 at mid September

Richard Sugdon
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Information

Sports Report

Football
The 2024-25 season is well under way for the Upton St Leonards teams. This year there
are two adult teams, who usually play on Saturday a�ernoons, and just one youth team,
Under 17s. They usually play on Saturday mornings and compete in the Severn Valley

Youth League. The adult 1st team plays in the Stroud & District Football League Division 2,
and you may recall that they narrowly avoided relega�on last year by winning some of
their final games. The reserves were relegated and now play in Division 5 North in the

Stroud League.

Cricket
The 2024 season finished last month. The adult teams (1st, 2nd and Wednesday) all had
reasonable seasons, no-one got promoted, no one got relegated, and won about half of
all adult games. The youth team at Under 15s only played 5 games, winning 2. But many
of the Under 15 players joined in the adult games, a very good sign. The Under 13s were
brilliant, winning all 9 of their games, and the Under 11s were nearly as good, winning 5
and losing 1. The Under 9s had a great �me and won 2 games, lost 5. We ran a very

successful "Dynamos" course for boys and girls in school years 3-6. So the youth cricket is
very healthy at Upton St Leonards. However, the club is suffering, like so many organisa�ons, from lack of

volunteers to do the work behind the playing teams: team managers / coaches, admin, groundsmen. The 2025
season may be tough, as we face re�rements of Chairman, Secretary, two coaches, head groundsman. Would any

readers like to help in the background? Contact Andy Russell

New Kissing Gate

A new gate has been installed just off The Portway
near Manor Farm (see photo).

For those people who would like to enjoy a leisurely
walk to Prinknash Cafe but found the high s�les a
bit difficult to get their leg over, the good news is

the hard working Footpath Team has now installed a
kissing gate in its place.

This means it is now possible to walk from the
village to Prinknash without climbing any s�les

The tasty bacon bu�es and cakes await your visit!

Freedom of Upton - we have a new Freeman!!

Graham Hayes who has served as a A Parish Councillor
earlier this year announced that a�er 41 years, he had

decided to re�re from the Parish Council.
As a result of such dedica�on and long service, the

Parish Council discussed how they could mark Graham’s
re�rement. It was decided to honour him by awarding

him the ‘Freedom of Upton’
Graham was presented with his scroll at the recent

Upton Show by Parish Council Chairman, Keith Pearson.
We look forward to seeing Graham drive his sheep down

Churchfield Road!!
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Advertising If you use any of the services provided by our adver�sers,
please men�on that you saw them in USL Life. They can then
understand the impact of their adver�sing. Thank you

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing & Heating

Est. 1986
All Plumbing & Heating Work

Undertaken & No Job too small !
Boiler & Fire Servicing
Central Heating Systems
Landlord Certificates, etc.

Glos: 01452 552192
Chelt: 01242 250497
Mob: 07816 103709
ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk

safe
GAS

REGISTER

B.A. Electrical
Services
Domes�c & Commercial
Insured & Registered

For all your Electrical Needs
A Professional and Friendly Service
Quality Work at Compe��ve Prices

For a Free Es�mate call Bernie
01594 368607 / 07881 981352

PORTWAY FARM SHOP
Upton St Leonards GL4 8DP

07774 955731 (during shop hours)

Our family owned business can supply you with fresh
home produced and local Meat, home made
Sausages & Burgers, Veg, Fruit, local Eggs, Cheese,
Organic Milk, Cream, Yoghurt, Flour, Coffee, Rapeseed

Oil, Dressings, Mayonnaise, Preserves, Gloucestershire Fruit Juice, Cordials,
Bread, home made Cakes, Pies, Quiche, Ice Cream.

Visit our Coffee Shop for a relaxing �me.

OPEN
Tuesday to Friday
9am to 5.30pm

Saturday
8am to 3pm

Closed
Sunday & Monday

Email: portwayfarmshop@b�nternet.com
www.portwayfarmshop.com

For the latest offers, specials and news
see Facebook @PortwayFarmShop

USL
Village Store

Mon-Fri
7am-7pm

Sat
7am-6pm

Sun
7am-12pm
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Dates, �mes, venues and contacts for the Yoga, Pilates and Art etc. classes that
run every week can be found over the page. VILLAGE DIARY
OCTOBER

1 Tue Rubbish and food waste week/Garden waste for those with Brown bins
1 Tue Needles & Pins ......................................................................... Village Hall Annex ........................................9.45a.m.
1 Tue Badminton ............................................................................... Village Hall………………………………………………..8.00-10.00p.m.
2 Wed Wednesday Probus……………………………………………………….. ....... BMI………………………………………………………….. 10.00.a.m
2 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs……………………………………….. ...... Village Hall……………………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
2 Wed Bingo………………………………………………………………………………...... BMI………………………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
2 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce…………………………………………………………….. Church……………………………………………………… 7.30p.m.
5 Sat Autumn Quiz`........................................................................... BMI………………………………………………………….. 8.00p.m.
6 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning…………………………………………… . Tennis Courts…………………………………………….10.00a.m.
7 Mon Coffee Club…………………………………………………………………………. . BMI………………………………………………………….. 10.00a.m.
7 Mon Upton WI……………………………………………………………………………. . Pavilion……………………………………………………..2.30p.m.
7 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng………………………………………………………... Pavilion……………………………………………………..7.30p.m.
8 Tue Recycling and food waste week
8 Tue Tuesday Probus…………………………………………………………………….BMI………………………………………………………….. 10.00a.m.
8 Tue Needles & Pins……………………………………………………………………. . Village Hall Annex…………………………………….. 9.45a.m.
8 Tue Badminton…………………………………………………………………………... Village Hall……………………………………………….. 8.00-10.00p.m
9 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs……………………………………………... Village Hall……………………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
9 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce…………………………………………………………….. Church..........................................................7.30p.m.
9 Wed Bingo………………………………………………………………………………...... BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m
10 Thu Copy date for November issue of USL Life
13 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning…………………………………………… . Tennis Courts…………………………………………….10.00a.m.
14 Mon Coffee Club…………………………………………………………………………. . BMI………………………………………………………….. 10.00a.m.
14 Mon Twyver WI…………………………………………………………………………….Village Hall……………………………………………….. 7.30p.m.
15 Tue Rubbish and food waste week/Garden waste for those with brown bins
15 Tue Needles & Pins……………………………………………………………………. . Village Hall Annex…………………………………….. 9.45a.m.
15 Tue Badminton ............................................................................... Village Hall ...................................................8.00-10.00p.m.
16 Wed Wednesday Probus ................................................................. BMI ..............................................................10.00a.m.
16 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ................................................. Village Hall ...................................................7.30p.m.
16 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce................................................................. Church..........................................................7.30p.m.
16 Wed Bingo ........................................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
19 Sat Entertainment Night ................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
20 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning................................................ Tennis Courts ...............................................10.00a.m.
21 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00a.m.
21 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................... BMI ..............................................................7.30p.m.
22 Tue Recycle and food waste week
22 Tue Needles & Pins ......................................................................... Village Hall Annex ........................................9.45a.m.
22 Tue Tuesday Probus ........................................................................ BMI ..............................................................10.00a.m
22 Tue Badminton ............................................................................... Village Hall ...................................................8.00-10.00p.m.
23 Wed Ladies Probus ........................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00a.m.
23 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ................................................. Village Hall ...................................................7.30p.m.
23 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce................................................................. Church..........................................................7.30p.m.
23 Wed Bingo ........................................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
27 Sun Comedy Night .......................................................................... BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
28 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00a.m.
29 Tue Rubbish and food waste week/Garden rubbish for those

with brown bins
30 Wed Wednesday Probus .................................................................. BMI ..............................................................10.00a.m.
30 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ................................................. Village Hall ...................................................7.30p.m.
30 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce................................................................. Church..........................................................7.30p.m.
30 Wed Bingo ........................................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
31 Thu Cra� Club ................................................................................. The Old School Room...................................10.00-12.00p.m.
N O V E M B E R

2 Sat Entertainment Night ................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
4 Mon Upton WI.................................................................................. Pavilion ........................................................2.30p.m.
4 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng ............................................................ Pavilion ........................................................7.30p.m.
10 Sun Copy date for December issue of USL Life
11 Mon Twyver WI ................................................................................ Village Hall ...................................................7.30p.m.
16 Sat Casino Night ............................................................................. BMI ..............................................................7.30p.m.
18 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................... Village Hall ...................................................7.30p.m.
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Weekly courses
This sec�on lists the courses that run every week.

Ac�vity Day Venue Contact
Yoga Mondays 10am Village Hall Annex Lara Bricknell 07876 764425
Art Class Tuesdays 2pm Village Hall Annex Chris�ne Hughes 01452 614227
Dance Workout Tuesdays 7pm Pavilion Debra Law 07505 761420
Chair-based Pilates Wednesdays 1.45pm Pavilion Angela Harris
Tai Chi Thursdays 10am Village Hall Annex Chris�na Caldwell
Pilates with Sam Fridays 9.30am Village Hall Annex Sam Sla�er 07894 757360
Seniors Fitness Tuesdays 10am Pavilion Ian Preston 07306 334222

2024 Upton Show
Saturday 14 September

The weather was kind to us and I am sure
helped the excellent a�endance I saw on
Saturday.
It was good to see so many families enjoying
the show, the number of compe��on entries
in the marquee plus the popular dog show.

The show finished with presenta�ons to all
the compe��on prize winners (a commi�ee
review and winner details will be provided in
the November edi�on).

Graham Hayes was presented with the
Freedom of Upton in recogni�on of his
service to the village as a parish councillor for
41 years - a feat
very unlikely to be
seen again.

A big thank you
and well done to
the Commi�ee
and all volunteers.

Editor

20 Wed Ladies Probus ........................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00a.m.
21 Thu History Group – Katherine of Aragon – Gillian White .............. Village Hall ...................................................7.45p.m.
23 Sat Entertainment Night ................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
24 Sun Sunday lunch�me Jazz ............................................................. BMI ..............................................................1.00-3.30p.m.
28 Thu Cra� Club ................................................................................. The Old School Room...................................10.00-12.00p.m.

D E C E M B E R
2 Mon Upton WI.................................................................................. Pavilion ........................................................2.30p.m.
2 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng ............................................................ Pavilion ........................................................7.30p.m.
7 Sat BMI Pensioners Christmas Lunch............................................. BMI ..............................................................12.00p.m.
9 Mon Twyver WI ................................................................................ Village Hall ...................................................7.30p.m.
10 Tue Copy date for January issue of USL Life
14 Sat BMI Christmas Draw ................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
24 Tue Christmas Eve Entertainment Night ......................................... BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.
25 Wed Christmas Day
26 Thu Boxing Day
31 Tue New Year’s Eve Entertainment Night ....................................... BMI ..............................................................8.00p.m.

Contact Paula Quinn to have an event men�oned in the diary

Volunteers Wanted
Poppy Appeal 2024

We sell the poppies from 8am
un�l 4pm every day in

Morrisons for the 2 weeks
before Remembrance Sunday.
If you feel you can spare an
hour or two, please contact
me, Jenny Cunningham. Thank
you so much, Jenny.

Poppy Appeal Organiser for
Upton St. Leonards and
Morrisons

Silver Singers Choir

Originally started as part of Age Concern,
Silver Singers choir meet on Thursdays from
10.30am for coffee or tea and biscuits, then
sing from 11 un�l 12. We meet at St Mary's,
Archdeacon Street, which has a car park, and
perform a few concerts a year, the latest
being at St Mary de Crypt last Saturday, for
part of the Heritage celebra�ons.

We are an aging choir, and numbers are
dropping, which means our £2 per session is
not always covering our costs to use the
church. We try to sing in three parts but are
low on male singers, and would really like to
welcome more members so that we can
con�nue to benefit from the healthy
improvements of social interac�on, increased
breathing capabili�es and regular laughter!
The singing is good fun as well! We sing a
wide range of easy songs and even if you
think you cannot sing, we will encourage you
to take part.
There is no lower age limit, and anyone with
good music knowledge is very welcome as
well! If you would like to speak to anyone
without commitment, contact Janine Black
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DISCLAIMER: USL Life welcomes adverts for
goods and services but reminds readers to
make their own checks before entering into
any contract or other arrangements with
adver�sers, as USL Life cannot be held
responsible for the accuracy of the
adver�sements.

Next month’s editor - Barbara Swindin

Use the postbox at the Village Hall or
via the “Contact Us” box on our web

page to pass messages to us.

UPTON ST LEONARDS LIFE
Web site h�ps://usllife.org.uk

To contact us, use the website above or
the postbox by the Village Hall main
door, or use the contact details that
appear below:
This month’s editor: Peter Wilson
Editors: Andrea Dawson

Andy Russell
Barbara Swindin

Peter Wilson
Company Secretary: Cliff Alderman
Treasurer: David Morris
Feature writers: Linda Munnoch

Ann Morphew
Jane Reed

Church pages: Rachel Middleton
Clubs / Socie�es Catherine McLean
/ Organisa�ons:
Diary: Paula Quinn

Adver�sing: Contact: Andy Russell

Admin Support: Janine Black
Distribu�on: Jenny Cunningham

Photography: Jim Browne
Proof Readers: Carol Hardacre

Pam Tickner
Kate Davies

USL Life is published by USL Life CIC, a
Limited Company, and is printed at Pip
Prin�ng, Ne�l of Hereford.

Obituary

With sadness we announce the death
of Richard (Danny) Stevenson. Danny
has lived in the Village for most of his
adult life, in the co�age his parents
purchased. He loved the village, always
grateful for having people he knew
around him. A�er Na�onal Service he
worked at Bri�sh Telecom un�l re�ring
about 20 years ago.
In the village he kept an eye on the
Pavilion, checking that doors were
locked and lights were off. He was a
very regular church member and a

most generous giver to the church. I am sure he'd like us to men�on
thankfully Carol Baker, Carol Price and Gill Howell who helped him
cope as he became less able to look a�er himself in the last few years.
He will be missed.

For anyone who knew Danny, there will be a Service of Thanksgiving
on Friday October 4th, 1pm at St Leonard's Church. Upton St Leonard's
Glos.

Half a century of cleaning at the Pavilion

Fi�y years ago (plus or minus a few, we can't remember!) Bob and Ann
Tranter took on the job of a weekly clean of the Pavilion. La�erly their
sons helped some �mes. It was only a couple of hours a week, but it
was much needed.

They have kept going almost without any breaks un�l they finally gave
up the job at the end of August. What a huge s�nt! We are most
grateful to the Tranter family for carrying on this work for so long.

The Parish Council will be making a presenta�on to the Tranters to mark
the occasion, and by the �me you read this, we'll have had a lunch
together at the BMI.

Andy Russell, Pavilion Manager - on behalf of the Parish Council

Ben and Gabby’s Wedding

We extend hearty congratula�ons and
our best wishes to Ben and Gabby, of

Perry Orchard, who were married in the
church in August.
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Abbeydale
Garden Club -
August 2024
Mini-Show

Upton Book Swap Shed

Laura & Jenna

You may have seen our village
book swap exchange is up and
running! The Book Swap Shed
has been kindly provided by the
Upton Builders and Upton Coffee
House family for everyone to

use.

There is already a wide range of
books on offer and you are very
welcome to pop by and help

yourself to any book(s) that take
your fancy. If you have any
books that you would like to
share with others please leave

them on the shelves.

The lower shelves in the shed
now have a variety of children’s
books. If your children have
finished/grown out of any of
their books please think about
dona�ng them for others to

enjoy.

So why don’t you go along and
have a look, the Book Swap Shed
is open Monday to Saturday

between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm.

CCS Taiko in the Church

It was fantas�c! The Gloucester group CCS Taiko gave us a most unusual evening.
The Japanese style drumming was not only for the ears, but for eyes: movements
choreographed with each drummer swaying and using body, arms and s�cks,

synchronised to
emphasise the
performance. I hope the
first picture gives an
impression of the
choreography. Most of
the drums here are
untuned, Nagado-daiko,
and the group also used
smaller Shime-daiko
drums which can be
tuned. The sound can be
very loud, but the band
moved between strong
rythmic passages to

smooth quiet phrases. The second picture is Oliver performing a solo on the big
drum, the O-daiko.

Taiko has been a very important
and historic part of Japanese
culture for many years. Peter
Hewi�, the band's founder,
explained what we were seeing
and hearing and talked about
the culture - his words made the
evening yet more memorable.
Peter's ar�cle in last May's issue
talks about how this band
started and its work with special
needs children at Milestone
School, who respond amazingly.

When they perform again in the Village (that's
when, not if!), come and listen and hear and see
for yourself.

PS the performance raised nearly £700 for the
"Raise the Roof" fund. Thanks to the band, and
the church people who provided a glass of wine
in the interval.


