
1

Upton St Leonards Life
incorporating Church News

Issue 94 June 2022

See also page 2

Platinum Jubilee Village Picnic
2-5pm at the Village Hall

Sunday 5 June

The Lady Downe Trust
The charity’s objec�ves are primarily to provide grant aid
to residents of the parish who may find themselves in
condi�ons of need, hardship or distress; to provide
special benefits for Upton St Leonards Primary School
and other schools a�ended by children who live in the
parish as well as providing financial assistance to
advance the educa�on of such children who are under
the age of 25.

At the start of the pandemic, the Trustees became very
concerned about the impact of lockdowns, home
schooling and loneliness on peoples’ mental and physical
health and financial stability. As this fell within the
charity’s objec�ves, the Trustees decided to set up a
special fund to provide financial help to those in need
and to support related educa�onal ini�a�ves. Since then,
the charity has provided many thousands of pounds of
help for a variety of requests from funding equipment for

children who had no electronic devices on which to be
home schooled, providing financial assistance to
playgroups and Brownie packs to keep them going a�er
months of being unable to meet, to suppor�ng a series
of play therapy sessions at a school to help children who
had been severely affected by months of lockdowns.

Although life is returning to normal a�er the removal of
the final Covid restric�ons, we are now faced with rising
living costs, financial
hardship and fuel
poverty with
some families
having to
choose between
hea�ng and
ea�ng. If you are
struggling with financial
hardship or mental health issues, and live in the village
or surrounding streets, please remember The Lady
Downe Trust can help. Either visit our website – The
Lady Downe Trust, contact the Clerk email
clerk@ladydowne.org or phone 01452 621324.

Also, for all poten�al students going to college or
university this September, remember you can apply for
financial assistance with the costs of books and
equipment. See the website to download an applica�on
form. (ladydowne.org)

Can the Lady Downe Trust help you with a
grant? Do read this ar�cle to find out.

“I cannot express
in words how much this

means to me and how grateful I
am. This is going to make a huge

difference to me and my
children’s life.”

“The grant from the Lady Downe
Trust during the Covid-19 pandemic
was a lifeline for the USL Playgroup &
Preschool.”
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The Pla�num Jubilee Village Picnic - 5 June
The �me is nearly here for the residents of Upton St Leonards, families and friends to get together and

celebrate this unique �me in History. Bring along your picnic, rugs or chairs and enjoy the a�ernoon from
2-5pm at the Village Hall.

Don’t forget to pop into the Annex to see the Exhibi�on by the History Group of 100 years of the Village Hall and the
Queen’s Reign, and to the Church to see the Flower Arrangements.

(The church is open 10am to 4pm Thu-Sun, 2-5 June to see the flowers)

Bondend Road, as far as Perry Orchard will be closed to traffic 1.30-5.30pm

Free Strawberries and Cream, Tea, Coffee, Cakes and squash.
Bucks Fizz and Ice Creams will be on sale.

Teddy Bear Compe��on: Bears must have an owner’s name and age a�ached. There will be prizes for ages 2-5 and
6-11 (this is a correc�on to an earlier announcement).

Please bring donated cakes to the Village Hall by 10.30am. Helpers should be at the Village Hall by 1.30pm.

Corona�on Mug
We are most grateful for this picture sent to us. It is Ginny Ring’s
Corona�on mug, s�ll one of her treasured possessions. It was specially
made for the occasion, the Corona�on of Queen Elizabeth II, by the
po�ery at Prinknash Abbey, and all Village children under 11 were
given one. Older children were given crown coins. As a village token of
the corona�on, two cider press stones, donated by Lionel Stanbury,
were carved and placed at the new Village green, one stone
commemora�ng the corona�on itself, the second being a memorial to
servicemen from the Village killed in ac�on in WW2. The two stones
can s�ll be seen beside the bench by the fir tree on the green

Corona�on Day to Pla�num Jubilee
A poem by Ted Gardner

Now I’ve been asked to tell you all about the Upton I knew as a lad,
I remember the year of ‘53, twas the best we ever had.

Our good Queen Elizabeth had just been crowned, we had a party at the Rec.

There were benches and tables, with sandwiches and cakes,
Jelly and ice cream too,
We had games to play, races to run and lots of things to do.
For the mums and dads and older lads there were bo�les of homemade wine,
A glass or two was had by a few and they all had a very good �me.
We played �ll the evening when it was almost dark,
With a bonfire and fireworks which lit up the whole park.

I remember well Corona�on Day, and if truth be told,
We never thought that in 70 years �me a pla�num one we would hold.
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Jubilee Celebra�ons at the School
By the �me you read this, the school will have had their great day of Jubilee celebra�ons - it was on 26 May. Sadly
that means we can’t report on what went on or have pictures because of our prin�ng schedule. This is what was
planned:

• Children receive a Jubilee badge and commemora�ve booklet
• Red, white and blue bun�ng everywhere, most of it made for the event by the children
• Whole school assembly with a talk from the headteacher about the Queen
• “Kindness Rocks” which the children will decorate
• Jubilee goodie bags from the PTA
• Parents, carers, governors join for a Jubilee picnic in the a�ernoon
• Inflatables, an ice cream van, cakes, drinks, giant games
• Year 6 bring-and-buy sale raising money for Ukrainian refugees
• There will be a crab apple tree planted in the spiritual garden, and the kindness rocks will be placed there

USL Life Community Interest Company
This is the registered company that publishes this
newsle�er. The AGM was held at the end of April. USL
Life is most grateful for con�nued financial support
provided by the Parish Council. Despite our best efforts,
income from adver�sing and fund raisers falls short of

costs of the produc�on, and the Parish Council has
made up the loss.

Paul Rosewell has resigned from the board, and has
been replaced by John Cowley as a director.

We are most grateful to the whole team that produces
and delivers the newsle�er.

ANNUAL
PARISH
MEETING

The Parish Council held their Annual Parish Mee�ng (the first “live” one since 2019) on May 16.
The chairman thanks those who a�ended. The reports from your Parish Councillors are
reproduced on pages 13-16 of this newsle�er.

USL
Village Store

Mon-Fri
7am-7pm

Sat
7am-6pm

Sun
7am-12pm

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS
Free auc�on valua�ons

Regular fine art & an�ques sales
Insurance & probate valua�ons

01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com

www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK GL4 8EU
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The Church
Bells
On Saturday 6 May we
were treated to the
magnificent sound of the
church bells ringing in
perfect rhythm for over 3
hours. The ringing was done by a team of 8,
pictured here, represen�ng the Bristol and
Gloucester Diocesan Associa�on of Bellringers.

They dedicated their efforts to the people of the
Village who were vic�ms of Covid, and those s�ll
suffering a�er-effects of Covid.

The bells at Upton form a magnificent set. Experienced
bellringers say they are among the best in the area. For
aficionados, the ringing on Saturday 6 was a full peal of
5120 changes (each “change” being all 8 bells rung, in a
different order from the last change) of “Rutland
Surprise Major” composed by Onan N Davies.

Charlie Burne� is the current Tower captain, and on
page 11 in this issue he puts in a passionate plea for new
bellringers, otherwise the bells will be silent apart from
very occasional visi�ng ringers. He hopes that hearing
the wonderful sound might inspire you to join. Any age,
you don’t need to be fit, though it might help you keep
fit!

Hadwen Health Update
Millie Barnes a�ended a recent Pa�ent Par�cipa�on Group mee�ng at the Hadwen prac�ce, and she reports:

The prac�ce has recruited several new staff including Dr Richards, so are now in a much be�er place to meet the
needs of the pa�ents. We had an update from the Chairperson on two new ini�a�ves to support pa�ents with their
health. These are s�ll in the planning phase but look very promising - watch this space.

Hadwen is developing its IT system further to allow pa�ents to book a blood test and annual review from a text
message link, so if you haven’t already, please sign up for text messages. Annual check ups start for 40 year olds and
recall is every 5 years, around your birthday. This is great way to be looking at your health and raising awareness of
risk areas such as smoking, alcohol, nutri�on, stress, exercise and sleep. These are the pillars of health and things we
have total control over.

The Clinical Commissioning Group has funded the app getUbe�er. This will be useful for those recovering from illness
or those with back pain, joint pain or discomfort, or other condi�ons. Its very safe to use and enables you to access
excellent physio exercises with regular, monitoring, all on the app. It’s also available 24/7 which is great for our busy
lives and it’s free. Your GP will send you a referral which allows you to log on the app.

B.A. Electrical
Services
Domes�c & Commercial

Insured & Registered
For all your Electrical Needs

A Professional and Friendly Service
Quality Work at Compe��ve Prices

For a Free Es�mate call Bernie
01594 368607 / 07881 981352
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BMI Summer Quiz
The new quiz master's idiosyncra�c style seems to

be popular - this �me there’s a cheese tas�ng
round! - and places go quickly once announced.

Saturday 25 June, 8pm
at the BMI of course.

Tables of up to 6 quizzers. Entry fees are £1.50 per
quizzer, or £6 for a table with fewer than 4.

There’s a sign-up sheet in the BMI. You have un�l
Thursday 23 June to sign up, unless we are full

before then.

Profits a�er quiz costs will go to the BMI’s chosen
charity for 2022-23 (see below)

QUIZQUI
Z

QUI
Z

QUIZ

Get that “Summer Night Feeling”
with entertainment by

Summer Night City

at the BMI

Saturday 11 June 8.00pm

A great way to welcome the
summer months with all our

favourite songs
including a selection of popular

ABBA tunes

Coming up this month at the BMI

PS - There is a new dance floor in the lounge at the BMI

The BMI charity for the year 2022-23
is to be the Cheltenham and Gloucester Hospitals Charity
Scanner Appeal. Funds raised in this appeal have already
purchased vital life-saving CT and digital X-ray scanners, but
more of these are needed.

The BMI Club
(Est 1898)

Bondend Road
Upton St Leonards

Members Club, new
members welcome.

Two bars, wide screen TV with Sky/BT
Sports. Snooker /Pool Tables.Skittle Alley.

Regular entertainment nights.
Function room hire.

Annual Fee £10 plus £5 joining fee.
Senior Citizens half price

To join just call in
and see Brian our Steward for details.

Open ALL DAY, noon - 11pm
Every day

http://www.bmiclub.co.uk/
Tel. 01452 616384

Guest Suite to rent in USL

Newly available: Deligh�ul ground floor
Guest Suite. Central to the village. Lovely
views. Private parking. Perfect for visitors
whatever their needs. No dogs. For details

call 01452 621741 or 07815 197375.

View from the french windows
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USL Ladies Probus
We have had some interes�ng speakers & topics so far this year, ranging from a professional genealogist to our own
'Poetry Please' morning, when we found we had our very own poet in our midst! May's speaker promises to bring
useful �ps as the subject is 'Fraud Safety'.

Elizabeth Odell will be telling us 'All about Matchbox Cars' for our June mee�ng at 10.15am on Wednesday 29
June in BMI. Please come & join us.

We apologise to the Ladies Probus group for omi�ng their announcement of the May mee�ng in last month’s issue

TWYVER WI
Our speaker at the May mee�ng was the well known local
ar�st Fiona Field.

Fiona gave us an insight into the life of an ar�st who trained
for many years and imparted her knowledge and exper�se
as a teacher and art lecturer in Hereford and Worcester.
Her life revolves around Art morning, noon and night and
never a day goes by without her thinking about her next
project. A�er training she went into industry, working for
Rolls Royce, but the love of art called her back to academia,
teaching and modera�ng A level examina�ons for aspiring
students.

From drawings and pain�ngs of cathedrals to portraits, she
has produced a vast por�olio of work, many of which have
been sold to collectors and been featured in exhibi�ons,
pamphlets and magazines*.

It’s been a while since we have been able to par�cipate
interac�vely in the evening’s theme. Fiona handed out
blank cards to decorate and we were encouraged to draw
and colour from pictures of birds and wildlife. This was a
much enjoyed interlude a�er which prints of some of her
work were handed out and signed for our enjoyment.
Currently based in Tuffley she now teaches from her home
and anyone interested in lessons would be very welcome.
Contact details available from commi�ee andWImembers.

It had been a most enjoyable evening.

The next mee�ng is 13th June, all welcome.
Linda Munnoch

* You can see many of Fiona’s pain�ngs on her website:
h�ps://fibromby.wixsite.com/website

UPTON WI
Standing before a dazzling display of her hand-made
hats, our speaker Alex Stanbrook gave us a scin�lla�ng
talk on her hats, how they shaped and re-shaped her life.
Hats come in many guises: decora�ve, comic, symbolic,
or plain head covering and protec�on. Much liked and
used by the Queen and royalty through the ages. Nobility
and aristocrats called them “refinery”. Workers called
them hoods. Pros�tutes wore red caps, apparently.

This led to an aside about underwear(!) Alex told us that
knickers were not worn commonly un�l WW1. Queen
Victoria was among the first known of the upper class to
wear them, or pantaloons, and in her later life they were
huge.

Back to hats. Alex wore and frequently changed her hats,
all shapes and sizes, deligh�ng us with tales of humour
and everyday life. Her final words from this interes�ng
and upli�ing talk was: “be looked over, rather than
overlooked”.

It is sad to announce the death of a long and loyal
member Evelyn Kendal.

The Upton WI will be helping with the St Leonard’s
Church floral display of red, white and blue, celebra�ng
the Pla�num Jubilee; the display is open 2nd-5th June.

We meet again at the Pavilion on June 6, for “The
Journey of a Life�me” presented by Patrick Howell. All
are welcome.

Kathy Quant
Alex’s website shows some of her hats and stories:
h�ps://alexstanbrook.weebly.com/

Reports from the WIs
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From The Stanley Allotments
Musings by site manager Peter Macey

This year we have had the pleasure of welcoming 8 new
allotmenteers to our site. Everybody is very keen and we
have seen lots of ac�vity. Crops are beginning to show
themselves, as are those dreaded weeds! Fruit bushes
and trees have been full of blossom, so we are expec�ng
a bumper crop. We are already gathering rhubarb and
asparagus and are looking forward to onions, shallots,
beans, peas, carrots, cabbage, courge�es and beetroot.
The giant onions have been planted and the pumpkin
seeds have been sown. Very soon the sweet peas, dahlias
and gladioli will be in full bloom.

The wildlife has been ac�ve too. We enjoy seeing and

hearing the many
birds and bu�er-
flies (OK - we don’t
look forward to
cabbage whites).
The rabbits are
cute and the deer
are amazing, but
slugs and snails are
too numerous for our liking. Toads, frogs and hedgehogs
gobble them up thankfully!

We have been enjoying the lovely weather even though it
means lots of watering, but we WILL be ready for the
September Village Show with our produce for you to
examine.

Spotlight on Local Business:

A1 Windows

Simon Green, who is A1 Windows, is one of our regular
adver�sers, and is delighted by the number of new
customers he has in the Village as a result of adver�sing
here.

Simon has lived in Abbeymead for more than 20 years.
He started in the window business as a teenager. Having
learnt the trade well, in 1998 he set up his own company,
A1 Windows, and hasn’t looked back since. He works
mostly on his own, calling occasional help when the
situa�on requires. He has deliberately tried to stay small,
ge�ng to know his customers who deal with just one
person and face from quote through to finished job. This
builds up trust and the feeling of a very personal service,
honesty. That’s his business style.

He gets a lot of business by recommenda�ons from past
sa�sfied customers. New business from the Village and
elsewhere would be most welcome.

Simon’s advert with contact details is below.

A local friendly company with over 35
years experience

● Replacement uPVC & aluminium
windows, doors and conservatories
made to measure

● Replacing misted glass
● Locks
● Hinges
● Handles
● Pa�o rollers
● Coloured Composite Doors made to

measure
Free no obliga�on quota�ons
www.a1windows-gloucester.com

Simon Green
01452 535811
07989 891227

Local approved electrician
with 18 years’ experience.

Honest, friendly and professional with
very high standards.

All work considered –
inspec�on and tes�ng,

upgrades, extensions, repairs.

Fully insured.

Call or email for a free consulta�on & quota�on

ben@hickselectricalsolu�ons.co.uk
Phone: 01452 538969
Mobile: 07981 797894

Brothertons
Accountants & Tax Advisors

All Aspects of Accountancy:
● Self Assessment Tax Returns
● Sole Trader Accounts
● Limited Companies
● VAT
● Payroll
● Bookkeeping

Local family firm
Established 1998

Free ini�al mee�ng
Fixed quotes

2 Abbeymead Avenue, Gloucester GL4 5ER
01452 311711

www.brothertons.co.uk
email info@brothertons.co.uk
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As we celebrate the Queen’s Pla�num Jubilee we recall
the old Royal Navy where the call “Hands to Dance and
Skylark” was sounded when a ship’s company was in
need of cheerful exercise to raise the spirits. Perhaps
this month we can all DANCE AND SKYLARK!

This poem was addressed to a youthful Mistress
Margaret Hussey and wri�en by Tudor poet, John
Skelton (1460 – 1529). We take the liberty of
subs�tu�ng “Elizabeth” for “Margaret” and imagine a
youthful Princess Elizabeth before 70 years of royal duty
begins.

Royal words (spoken in a commanding tone) from
Queen Elizabeth I (1533 – 1603) to the Bishop of Ely. “I
know what you are, and I know what you were before I
made you what you are, and if you do not do as I say, By
God I will unfrock you Sir”.

Words of two Victorian Ladies a�er watching a
produc�on of Shakespeare’s Anthony and Cleopatra
“How very unlike the home life of our dear Queen”.

BOOK REVIEW
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Noel Coward. Published
1960 – his only novel although he published more than
50 plays and musicals.

This book provides a
snapshot of a few hec�c
months on the fic�onal
island of Samolo, a Bri�sh
colony in the South Pacific.
These are the months
leading up to a proposed visit
by young Queen Elizabeth
and her husband the Duke of
Edinburgh. The story
revolves around the social
mishaps among the Bri�sh
community on the island and
the determina�on to ‘keep
up appearances’. It is a light
comedy and we hope that you enjoy it.

Merry Elizabeth,
As midsummer flower,
Gentle as a falcon
Or hawk of the tower:
With solace and gladness,
Much mirth and no madness,
All good and no badness;
So joyously,
So maidenly,
So womanly
Her demeaning
In every thing,
Far, far passing
That I can indite,
Or suffice to write
Of Merry Elizabeth
As midsummer flower,

Gentle as falcon
Or hawk of the tower.
As pa�ent and s�ll
And as full of good will
As fair Isaphill,
Coriander,
Sweet pomander,
Good Cassander,
Steadfast of thought,
Well made, well wrought,
Far may be sought
Ere that ye can find
So courteous, so kind
As Merry Elizabeth,
This midsummer flower,
Gentle as falcon
Or hawk of the tower.

Arts page

David
Cridland

Contracting
Fencing, Ground
maintenance and

groundwork contractor
3 Ton mini-digger with driver available

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Hedges cut. Trees pruned. Ground cleared.

From small gardens
to farms, no job too small.

Service and reliability guaranteed

Fully insured 20 years experience

01452 311215 or 07836 279974
COMMELINES MILL FARM

UPTON ST LEONARDS GL4 8EG
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Bap�sm and Wedding Enquiries

Jenny Cunningham

Priest in Charge Vacancy

Interim Minister: Revd Philippa Donald

Philippa’s parish days are Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday.
Please feel free to leave a message for her on other days
and she will respond when she is next in the parish

St Leonard’s church
Website:www.uptonstleonards
church.co.uk

St Leonard’s Church News

Churchwarden

Gill Howell

Dear friends in Upton St Leonards,

As you read this magazine, we will be preparing to
celebrate our Queen’s Pla�num Jubilee weekend. And
what an historic occasion it is! Elizabeth II - the longest
ever reigning monarch in Britain – 70 years as our Queen!

Some of you reading this will remember the Corona�on
itself in 1953. My own mum – aged 19 - went on the train
to London, a couple of days before the Corona�on, to stay
with a friend who lived in the city. On the day, they joined
the enormous crowds lining the Mall, to wave as the
golden coach went by. Now, at 88 years old, she
remembers being squashed among the throng, and
standing on her feet all day and being very �red, but then
the glorious moment when the coach passed them, and
they jumped up and down, and waved, and cheered un�l
they were hoarse! The young Queen was only a few years
older than my mum, but her life was to be very different.
She had already told the na�on:

I declare before you all that my whole life whether it
be long or short shall be devoted to your service and
the service of our great imperial family to which we
all belong.
April 21st 1947

And so it was. She did and she has, until the age, so
far, of 96, done just that. She has devoted her whole
life to the service of being our Queen. I think it would
be fair to say that she is universally loved by all,

whatever their
age or views on
life, or creed, or
opinions.
Somehow, she
has found a very
special place in
all of our hearts.
Her steadfastness

and consistency, her sense
of duty and service are an
inspiration to us all.

In the beautiful booklet
written in 2016, entitled
‘The Servant Queen and
the King she serves’ we
read these words;

‘There are no reliable
recorded incidents of the Queen losing her temper,
using bad language, or refusing to carry out a duty
expected of her.’

Because at the heart of everything our Queen says
and does, is her deep Christian faith. As she herself
says, in the booklet

I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me
through the good times and the bad. Each day is a
new beginning. I know that the only way to live my
life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view,
to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to
put my trust in God.. I draw strength from the
message of hope in the Christian gospel.’

Steadily, through the years of her reign, she has
referred to her faith in Jesus in her Christmas
broadcasts.

‘I hope, like me, you will be comforted by the example
of Jesus of Nazareth, who, often in circumstances of
great adversity, managed to live an outgoing,
unselfish and sacrificial life. He made it clear that
genuine human happiness and satisfaction lie more in
giving than receiving; more in serving than in being
served.’(2008)
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St Leonard’s Church News
Services for June 2022

Sunday June 5th 10.00am Holy Communion
commemora�ng the Queen’s
Pla�num Jubilee. This Sunday is also
Pentecost Sunday, when we
remember the first coming of the
Holy Spirit.

June 12th . 10.00am Holy Communion.

We welcome Revd Michael Butler to
lead our service on this day.

June 19th 10.00am Holy Communion

June 26th 10.00am Holy Communion

(There is a wedding in church on June
26th , at 1.00pm )

Bible study group !

From June we will be star�ng a Bible study group in
Upton St Leonards. We plan to meet on the first
Tuesday of the month, in the old schoolroom, opposite
the church, from 7.00 – 8.30-pm.

There will be coffee/tea and cake, and we will spend an
hour or so looking at a chapter from a book of the
Bible, and talking together about what it means and
also what it might mean for us living as Chris�ans in the
21st century.

Everyone is welcome! No qualifica�ons or knowledge
needed. You just need to be interested in what the
Bible says, both from a historical perspec�ve and what
it says to us today. We will close our �me with a prayer.
First mee�ng – Tuesday June 7th – we’d love to see you
there!

Revd James Turk
On Tuesday 10th May a 25 strong group

from St. Leonard’s congrega�on ventured forth to St Laurence church, Stroud to see
James installed.

James was with us for a while as our curate and admirably stepped into the
breach during Revd Clodagh’s illness and during the �me we were without a
priest in charge, even though he was holding down a full �me job at the �me.

When we welcomed Revd Philippa into our midst it was �me for James to move
on and he now holds a full �me posi�on as Team Vicar in the Stroud Team
Ministry, Diocese of Gloucester.

We wish you well in all you do James, and thank you for your �me at St.
Leonard’s

“Jesus’ life began in humble surroundings, in a stable,
but he was to have a profound influence on the course
of history, and on the lives of generations of his
followers. You don’t have to be rich or powerful in
order to change things for the better and each of us in
our own way can make a contribution.” (1980)

The Queen, just like all of us, has had some hard things
to face, even within her close family. Christ’s model of
forgiveness has helped her through, as she says:

“Forgiveness lies at the heart of the Christian faith. It
can heal broken families, it can restore friendships and
it can reconcile divided communities. It is in forgiveness
that we feel the power of God’s love.”

As we celebrate and give thanks for our Queen this
special weekend, I hope we’ll be inspired by her
example, which leads us to be inspired by the example
of Jesus, her servant King, and give thanks for him, his
life, death and resurrection, and for his offer of eternal
life, if we choose to follow him.

I look forward to seeing you at some of the exciting
events that have been arranged in the village
throughout the weekend, to celebrate our Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. It looks like it’s going to be an amazing
weekend! With my love and prayers,

Rev Philippa
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The Church Tower is lit to celebrate the 68th anniversary of the wedding of Rachel
and Trevor Hall, which took place on Saturday 5th June 1954 in this Church.

We are still active members and we thank the Lord for his goodness to us.

Rachel & Trevor

Congratulations Rachel and Trevor with love and best wishes from
your church family xx

Please note the deadline for the Church pages is the 8th of the preceding month
Contact Jenny Cunningham if you would like the Tower lit for a special occasion or to remember a loved

one

Tower Floodlighting 2022

St Leonard’s Church News

Dear USL Residents,

I took on the role of the Church Bell Ringing Tower
Captain when it was vacated by the previous incumbent
due to his health in re�rement, and when there was a
near costly incident in the belfry it prompted me to take
over, even though I do not reside in the village.

The bells are, in my opinion, one of the best sounding
bells of 8 in Gloucestershire when rung with skill.

Since I took up the role I have facilitated open days and
a musical related Summer holiday event (2019) to
encourage all ages from the village to take part and
discover if they would enjoy, not just music through
different types of instruments, but also, importantly, an
opportunity to know more about the bells and the skills
required to be a bell ringer.

A�endance of these events just entered the 'slightly
encouraging' part of the even�ng success curve. Some
of those who actually rang a bell said that they very
much enjoyed the experience and, in my experience,
had talent to become very accomplished ringers but
they did not return as promised - for reason(s) that I
have not been made aware of - a wasted opportunity
for the individual and especially the sustainability of the
village to keep the bells ringing.

That was about two years
ago now but since the end
of 'lock-down’ I have been
training some new ringers.
None are from the village
itself but from elsewhere
around Gloucester with the
suppor�ng [skilled] ringers
from further afield.

At USL we are low in
numbers which puts any regular ringing of the bells at
USL at significant risk of being stopped and their iconic
sounds silenced.

So I make this plea to all ages (U18 accompanied) :

Come to any of the weekly Wednesday ringing prac�ce
events star�ng at 7:30pm (entrance to ringing chamber
via the Tower door) - when I will introduce you to some
of the skills required to ring your Church bells.

h�ps://sites.google.com/view/the-usl-8-bells/home
Long may they be rung - only possible with your help.

Charlie - USL tower captain

Flourish
On the first Sunday in May the Flourish Team
joined together with the Open the Book Team
to lead the 10.00 am service.

They told and acted out the story of ‘On the
road to Damascus’ which was well received by
members of the congrega�on who passed on
their compliments to the teams

If anyone would like to join either team (or
both!) please contact Dave Knight
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St Leonard’s Church News

The speaker at the April mee�ng was Lay Canon Margaret Edwards, a past Diocesan President of
Mothers’ Union and a Trustee of the Gloucester City Mission.

She gave an interes�ng talk on their work with the homeless and vulnerable providing food, clothes,
showers and support. They also run The Revive Coffee Shop 4 days a week in the Eastgate Shopping
Centre. It is a place to relax, enjoy ethically sourced hot drinks, homemade cakes and treats or cold
drinks whilst suppor�ng their work but it is also more than that. It is a place where they can offer

employment to people who have been homeless and run Alpha courses and Life Skills sessions.

Our next mee�ng will be held on Thursday 17 June at St
Oswald’s Church Hall, Coney Hill at 2.30pm and is a “A
Posy of Poems” with Pauline Farman, a Mothers’ Union
member from Cirencester who has a talent for wri�ng
verse, both serious and humorous. An a�ernoon not to
be missed!

Mothering Sunday

Mothers’ Union took part in the service reading the
lessons and leading the intercessions. A�er being
blessed, the congrega�on were presented with flower
posies made by Jenny Cunningham. Thank you Jenny for
all your hard work. As in previous years posies were also
also placed on the graves of past members.
Kate Gale

If you are unable to come to church
and you would like to receive Holy
Communion at home at any �me,
please contact

Rev Philippa

Thank You letter to the editor
May I take this opportunity, through
you, to express my grateful thanks to
Kate Gale and the Members of the Mothers Union. My
mother, Norma Brinkley, was a Member back in the
1980's and '90's, un�l she passed away, suddenly, in
1993. Now, 29 years on, the Mothers Union con�nue to
remember her and all past Members with the placing of
flower posies on their graves every year on Mothering
Sunday. This act of remembrance and kindness means
a great deal to us as a family and I'm sure to all other
families too.

My warm and grateful thanks to all involved.

Alan Brinkley.

Please note

There will be no Tea and Na�er on
2nd June

April 500 Club Winners

1st Prize £30.00 No.18

2nd Prize £20.00 No.38

Platinum Jubilee

Saturday 4th June

Wine and Cheese evening 7.30

In the Old School Room

Plus the showing of the Corona�on DVD

Dress for the evening red, white and blue

Fundraising for the James Hopkins Trust

PORTWAY FARM SHOP
Upton St Leonards GL4 8DP

01452 613255

Our family owned business can supply you with fresh
home produced and local Meat, home made
Sausages & Burgers, Veg, Fruit, local Eggs, Cheese,
Organic Milk, Cream, Yoghurt, Flour, Coffee, Rapeseed

Oil, Dressings, Mayonnaise, Preserves, Pizzas, Gloucestershire Fruit Juice,
Cordials, Bread, home made Cakes, Pies, Quiche, Ice Cream.

Visit the new coffee shop!

OPEN
Tuesday to Friday
9am to 5.30pm

Saturday
8am to 3pm

Closed
Sunday & Monday

Email: portwayfarmshop@b�nternet.com
www.portwayfarmshop.com

For the latest offers, specials and news
see Facebook @PortwayFarmShop
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Chairman’s Report: Cllr Keith Pearson

We have just gone through another
topsy-turvy year with the pandemic s�ll
a large part of our lives during 2021 and
life now somewhat back to normal,
although it has not yet gone away. We
learned to organise ourselves with the
use of virtual mee�ngs for a part of the
�me, and a great deal of our contact with
Stroud District Council (SDC) is s�ll in
that mode. At one point we did resurrect
the Support Line, but people had clearly
found their own ways of coping so it
received no requests for help.

The Parish Council has con�nued with its
work to keep our community sound.
There was an elec�on in May and all of
our councillors stood again and were re-
elected unopposed, no other candidates
put themselves up.

We are con�nuing to try to get the speed
problem in the village eradicated. My
colleagues will report as usual on the
different areas of work, but I would like
to thank our Clerk Roy Balgobin who has
done a very good job once again during
what has been a very difficult year for
him personally. Also we will be losing Cllr
Paul Long who has stepped down a�er a
period of around 10 years. Thanks Paul
for you work and �me on the Council.

I hope we can look forward to a much
be�er year in 2023.

Planning Report: Cllr Chrissie Castle

The year to date has been quieter than in
the past. There were 20 applica�ons for
extensions and modifica�ons to homes,
all being approved. There are 5 applicat-
ions, for renova�ons and extensions,
which are currently awai�ng decision.
There were applica�ons on 2 sites within
the village for new builds, both being
refused due to loca�on and various
other factors. There were 2 agricultural
applica�ons, one being approved, and
one refused.

Maintenance of trees under preserva-
�on orders were agreed on 2 sites and as
we are all aware, there is ongoing
management of ash tree die back.

The latest update on the Bondend Lane
development by Dawn Homes, is that
approval for drainage etc. has s�ll to yet
be agreed with planning. The Parish
Council are hoping to have an update

from Dawn Homes who have offered to
come and brief the parish on the
situa�on. The Parish Council has asked in
the mean�me that the site be
maintained in a �dy state.

The new footpaths created during
lockdown are well used and confirm the
importance of the AONB as a place for
everyone to enjoy the local countryside.
We are lucky to have such a beau�ful
area on our doorstep. As a parish we are
aware that this means retaining a �ghtly
drawn se�lement boundary and
restric�ng further development to the
occasional infill within the defined
se�lement. The Parish response to the
SDC dra� local plan review supported
this view and for residents interested in
following the process and wishing to find
out more look at:

www.stroud.gov.uk/localplanreview.

For anyone considering any develop-
ment, we would always recommend that
you first pay for a pre-applica�on to the
planning department at Stroud who can
give the best advice on what would be
possible. There is a cost for this service
by SDC, but it is be�er and cheaper than
having the full planning applica�on
turned down. This is of par�cular use
when full plans are required for a large
project.

Planning mee�ngs are s�ll held on the
first Monday of each month prior to the
Parish Council Mee�ngs as no�fied on
the no�ce boards by the Village Hall and
Village Shops. The public are always
welcome to a�end. For more informa-
�on on planning applica�ons, you can
register on the Stroud District Council’s
planning portal website and you will
automa�cally be updated with any new
applica�ons in your area.

Environment Report: Cllr Peter Wilson

The first three plus months of 2021 saw
us in another lockdown and looking
back, the support provided by volunteers
and neighbours has been excep�onal
through all the challenges of Covid.

It was good to see normal life ge�ng
back to normal with all our clubs and
groups star�ng up again and thanks to
the USL Life team who have con�nued in
difficult circumstances to provide a

village focus even when there wasn’t
much going on.

The council have con�nued their focus
on maintaining our village environment
covering such things as :
• regular grass cu�ng at various areas

around the village
• regular li�er picks
• providing financial support for

USCAN who maintain our local
footpath network (much used by
residents during lockdown)

• ge�ng the bo�om part of Nut Hill
resurfaced (improvements require a
lot of tenacity with Highways!! and
par�cular thanks go to our District
Councillor Keith Pearson for his
efforts)

• repairing potholes in the Pavilion
Car Park

• improving signage and road
markings in liaison with Highways
e.g. speed limits

• providing grants to the Church to
support maintenance of their
grounds

• maintaining Cud Hill including ca�le
grazing (our thanks to the Painswick
Beacon Conserva�on Group for
providing the ca�le)

• providing a grant to support the
opera�ng costs of our village
newsle�er (which the team are very
grateful for).

Also, our Parish Clerk, Roy Balgobin has
been on hand to deal with any issues
raised by residents as they have arisen.

We have encouraged residents via USL
Life to raise issues directly with Stroud
District Council and Gloucestershire
Highways so that they can be ac�oned
quickly e.g. potholes, fly �pping etc. The
council really appreciates everyone who
has contributed in this way and more
involvement can only lead to a be�er
environment.

My colleague, Roy Roberts, con�nues to
work with our County Councillor
representa�ve, Sue Williams, on how we
can reduce the risk of flooding and this
will carry on un�l we see specific ac�ons
being taken, par�cularly upstream to
improve our previous experiences e.g.
Bondend Road, Staites Orchard etc.

Village Improvements

In response to a challenge on how the
council could improve our environmental
impact, we decided to plant some trees
in the Glebe Field. We tapped into an
ini�a�ve from The Woodland Trust who
were looking to achieve the plan�ng of a
million new trees across the UK. As a

UPTON ST LEONARDS PARISH COUNCIL - The Annual Report 2022
This report was presented at the Annual Parish Mee�ng on May 16
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result, we received 105 saplings and a
mix of species and they were planted in

May 2021. My personal thanks go to the
Woodland Trust, 21 local adult
volunteers, Explorer Scouts and 15
school children from Upton School who
physically helped to plant the trees, plus
the parish council who paid for some
robust sleeves to protect the young
saplings in their early years.

USCAN completed improvements to the
Village Green Memorial Bench by
providing extra boards for memorial
plaques and a roof to protect the bench.
I am sure all those who have lost loved
ones and have placed a plaque on the
bench are grateful for this work.

The latest ini�a�ve has been to replace
the oak lost recently on the village green
with a semi-mature oak tree which was
planted in the Glebe Field and this will be
dedicated to the Queen’s Pla�num
Jubilee on Sunday 5 June 2022 during the
weekend of celebra�ons.

The tree stump that remains on the
village green from the necessary work to
make the tree safe (due to a split in the
trunk) may provide an opportunity to
create a sculpture and this is being
considered by the parish council and
ideas will be sought from village
residents on possible design ideas.

The council during 2022 will be re-
visi�ng a previous ini�a�ve that did not
come to frui�on, how we can help keep
traffic within the speed limits and will be
working with our County Councillor
colleague, Sue Williams, on how this

might be achieved. Any progress will be
shared in USL Life.

In conclusion, I would like to give my
thanks to everyone who has made a
contribu�on to all the ac�vi�es
men�oned and thereby con�nuing to
make our village such a great place to
live.

Recrea�on Report: Cllr David Hunt

Pavilion: 2021 saw the Pavilion return to
full use, and bookings have gradually
picked up again to pre-Covid levels.
Changing room users have been able to
enjoy the new shower and hot water
system, fi�ed early in 2021, replacing the
system installed in 1974 which had
lasted for nearly 50 years! The carpet in
the upstairs room and on the stairs was
also replaced in the last year and this
�mewe have opted for carpet �les which
can be replaced easily in cases of spot
damage. The outside upper floor
rendering has developed unsightly
cracks (hopefully not a structural issue)
but the Council is ac�vely looking at
op�ons to improve the exterior look.

Cricket: 2021 was almost a normal year
for the game with a full season of
compe��ve matches. However changing
room use was restricted by Covid 19
precau�ons and there were no ‘cricket
teas’. The 2nd X1 won their division and
were promoted. The 1st X1 just avoided
relega�on and the Wednesday evening
team had a difficult season, unable to
raise a team for half their fixtures. The
youth sec�on was very well supported
and although wins were hard to come by,
lots of fun was had by all.

Football: The 2020/21 Seasons was
greatly affected by the pandemic.
Although some games were played,
promo�ons and relega�ons were
suspended. The current season is
therefore the first fully compe��ve
league for some �me. Upton’s first X1 are
now playing in the Glos. Northern Senior
League Division 1 (the highest ever
achieved by the Club) with a mid-table
result looking likely as the season closes.
Higher leagues require a high standard of
playing surface and team members have
assisted the PC in making substan�al
improvements to our pitch. The Reserves
play in the Stroud and District League
Division 2 and are currently hoping to
avoid relega�on.

Tennis: ‘Normal service’ has resumed
and the Club’s use of courts and pavilion
is back to pre- pandemic arrangements.
The Club runs social sessions on Sunday
mornings and Tuesday and Thursday
evenings and supports Men’s and
Ladies’ teams in the local league. New
members are welcome.

Petanque: The piste (playing surface) is
now back in regular use but as
membership has fallen away somewhat
during the past two years, the Club is
now looking to a�ract new members.
The Club plays in the Cotswold League
and during the last season was ranked
7th (out of 9 teams compe�ng)
Members are about to embark on
�dying-up work (weeding, fence repairs,
etc.) to restore the piste to its pre-
pandemic condi�on.

Children’s Play Areas & Adult Exercise
Equipment: Only closed during the
height of ‘lock-down’, all equipment is
now fully open for public use. The Junior
Swings have recently been completely
replaced with new equipment. The
Infant swings have been updated with

Annual Parish report con�nued . . .

CEDAR MOTOR
HOUSE LTD
Vehicle Servicing

& Repairs
MOT Tes�ng for Petrol & Diesel Vehicles
01452 617240 Mob: 07976 322735

Grove Court, Upton Hill,
Gloucester GL4 8DA

• We use the latest techniques and diagnos�c
equipment to service any make of car to
dealership standards.

• Tyres, ba�eries and exhausts fi�ed. Clutch and
�ming belt replacement.

• Insurance & Accident repairs, welding service.

Your Local Garage
We pride ourselves on our friendly,

honest and reliable service.
We can collect your vehicle from your home.

Est 1968

Self-catering accommoda�on for holidays
and short breaks, in Upton St Leonards,
perfect for visi�ng friends and family.
Email: info@li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Tel: 01452 615150
www.li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Little Court Cottages
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new seats and chains. The Glebe Field:
During the pandemic, apart from lock-
down periods, the Glebe Field facility
has proven a strong a�rac�on not only
for local dog-walking villagers but to a
much wider catchment area.
Unfortunately the increased usage has
caused problems at peak �mes rela�ng
to the number of dogs in the field and
number of vehicles in the car park. It is
hoped that as we move back to
normality the problem will ease, but the
PC is carefully monitoring the situa�on.
The tree plan�ng on The Glebe is also
being closely watched as spring growth
will indicate whether any of the planted
saplings need replacement. A semi-
mature oak tree has also been planted
on the Glebe in an�cipa�on of the
Queens Jubilee. Details of a
commemora�ve plaque unveiling will be
announced shortly.

Volunteers: In conclusion I would wish to
express a special thank you to all those
club members and other volunteers who
have helped maintain and restore
pavilion and recrea�on ground facili�es
during these most difficult �mes. In
par�cular, a thank you to our Pavilion
Manager, Andy Russell

Allotment Report: Cllr Hilary Morris

It has been another good year for the
allotment sites in the village despite
some very bad weather including
extremely high winds and storms. We
are impressed that both sites are looking
very good given some of the condi�ons,
the effort that people have put in to
them is amazing. It is pleasing that
restric�ons to our lives have been
relaxed to enable people to get back to
enjoying their gardening.

We have to thank the two site managers,
Holly Paton who manages Perry Orchard
site and Peter Macey who manages the
Stanley site, for the con�nued support to
both sites. They do the work quietly and
efficiently, o�en without people realising
the effort they have put in. The Parish
Council thank them for their efforts,
considering these are voluntary
posi�ons.

To all tenants, the renewals have been
sent out soon and we would ask that
anyone who no longer wishes to
con�nue with their allotment, would
they please contact the Clerk to the
Parish Council. Both the Perry Orchard
site and the Stanley have wai�ng lists
which we can reduce if we find

allotments are no longer required. We
would ask all tenants to read the
agreement they receive and to observe
the rules, which specify that allotments
are for the plan�ng and producing of
produce for consump�on. There have
been occasions where this has not been
adhered to and altera�ons and changes
have been made without first discussing
with the site Managers or the Parish
Clerk. This causes unnecessary bad
feelings which could be avoided.

We have recently, due to the efforts of
volunteer allotment holders, been able
to provide several addi�onal plots at the
Stanley site which have helped to reduce
the wai�ng list slightly. A very big thank
you goes to those concerned.

All tenants: thank you for all the hard
work you put in and I hope 2022 is a
boun�ful year. This is reflected in the
way the two sites always look so
impressive.

Please be extremely careful when
a�ending the allotments and observe
any guidelines.

Finance by Roy Balgobin Clerk /
Responsible Finance Officer

The Accounts are now available for
members of the Public to view them in
the Parish Office on any Tuesday or
Thursday between 9 am and 11 am or by
prior appointment 01452 621688 and
will be published on the Council website
www.uptonstleonards-pc.gov.uk once
the audit process is complete.

Motorway Working Group: Chairman of
the Working Group Tony Pryce

Noise Pollu�on

In September 2021 the parish council
raised a No�ce of Complaint with
Na�onal Highways regarding its ongoing
failure to address the problem of
motorway noise. Copies of the complaint
were sent to the Department for
Transport, the Chair of the Transport
Select Commi�ee House of Commons,
and Siobhan Baillie MP for Stroud.

Na�onal Highways did not respond to
this complaint, though its receipt of the
complaint has been established by a
signed recorded delivery slip and in a
le�er from the Department for Transport
dated 20th October sta�ng it had ‘raised
your concerns directly with Na�onal
Highways’.

It had been an�cipated that Na�onal
Highways would reject the complaint
and that the council would then be
required to engage in each of the four
�ers of Na�onal Highways’ complaints
process. Its failure to even consider the
complaint has allowed the parish council
to by-pass the remaining parts of the
complaint process and take its case
directly to the newly formed Office for
Environmental Protec�on. On 5th
January the council received
confirma�on from the Office for
Environmental Protec�on that the
complaint had been accepted for
assessment.

On 3rd February, following a mee�ng
with representa�ves from Na�onal
Highways, I sent the following message
to the Office for Environmental
Protec�on officer dealing with the
council’s complaint.

“For years we have been pressing
Highways England for an effec�ve
solu�on to the noise problem and
repeatedly suggested that the imposi�on
of a 50mph limit could well be the most
cost-effec�ve and easily implemented
solu�on. Today it emerged that Na�onal
Highways have not, and will not,
consider this simply because it is not on
their prescribed list of remedies –
regardless of whether it might be the
best. The Na�onal Highways
representa�ve, Ben Hampson, Route
Manager for South West Opera�ons,
clearly did not feel able to challenge
whoever determines the content of their
list, but as an independent body you may
feel able to raise this at an appropriate
level, it could well prove to be the best
way of dealing with this whole ma�er.”

At the �me of wri�ng the council is s�ll
wai�ng for the Office for Environmental
Protec�on to complete its review of the
complaint.

Hucclecote Parish Council have mirrored
our complaint, and have declined an
offer by the Office for Environmental
Protec�on for this to be combined with
our complaint, their view being that the
impact of two, separate complaints over
the same issue will be greater than that
of a single one. I have agreed with their
approach. Submission of the Hucclecote
complaint was made approximately
eight weeks a�er ours.
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Airborne Pollu�on

On 19th November 2021 PM2.5
monitoring equipment, which had been
loaned to the council by local firm Enviro
Technology Services Ltd, was installed at
an address in Woodland Green and took
con�nuous readings of air pollutants
un�l its removal on 6th January. The UK
Air Quality Standards Regula�ons 2010

limit par�culates according to size: those
less than 10 micrometres in diameter
(PM10), and those less than 2.5
micrometres in diameter (PM2.5).

For the period under review the average
PM10 reading was 13.8 µg/m3 (statutory
annual average limit 40 µg/m3) and the
average for PM2.5 was 6.8 µg/m3
(statutory annual average limit 25 µg/

m3). There were occasions when
readings spiked above the permi�ed
annual average, however there is good
reason to believe these are not sufficient
to be of concern, and to test this
assump�on we are planning a repeat of
the monitoring exercise in the summer
of 2022.

Annual Parish report con�nued . . .

Cricket Teas -

the end of an old
tradition

Feature ar�cle by Andy Russell

Cricket teas have featured in films, plays, opere�as, The
Archers and all over the place, it seems. There have been
books wri�en about them, with famous commentators,
cricketers and raconteurs singing their praises. It was part
of a perfect Saturday a�ernoon with hot summer sun, a
friendly game of cricket, insects buzzing, slightly sweaty if
you had just been bowling or ba�ng. A delight to sit
down with a hot cup of tea, sandwiches, cakes, o�en with
cream. It has been said that cricket teas are on a par with
strawberries and cream at Wimbledon or Ascot.

Lots of cricket clubs took great pride in the quality of the
teas they served. Inevitably this meant there were a few
dedicated ladies behind the scenes, who almost
considered it to be a cooking compe��on. Indeed in our
area and many others, opposing teams were asked to
award marks for the tea, and the best marked club won a
trophy at the end of the season.

Once league cricket took off in the 1970s and 80s, the
leagues insisted, as part of the league rules, that a tea was
provided, and s�pulated minimum standards and
quan��es. The visi�ng side would be required to pay,
usually a fixed amount, for the tea. In 2019 in our leagues
this amount was £35.

At Upton St Leonards cricket club, in the nearly 50 years
that I have been there, the task of supplying the tea was
rostered out to all, so we each had to do just one tea per
year. When I say we, for many this meant a wife / parent
would be persuaded. In my case my wife firmly told me
mine was the name on the roster, not hers! And I can’t say
the quality of my tea was very high. But some players and
wives or parents would provide really fine teas with
homemade scones and cakes and other special treats.
One of the wives made a delicious curry for our tea,

instead of sandwiches and cakes. Dear Evelyn Rumsey,
always a Cricket Club supporter, insisted on doing one tea
per year, and very good it was too. We always looked
forward to that a�ernoon.

A Saturday or Sunday a�ernoon cricket game lasts five or
six hours, so some nourishment is pre�y important!

In recent years there have been fewer and fewer clubs
going all out to create a marvellous tea of the sort that
would have been produced 40 or more years ago. Making
the tea started to be a real chore and a burden on the
limited volunteer effort available. I know at Upton
nobody looked forward to it being their turn to do the
teas, and quality usually suffered, so we quite o�en got
packaged cakes and biscuits, some�mes even packaged
sandwiches, crisps, soggy supermarket sausage rolls.

From about 2016 on, cricket leagues started discussions
with their clubs about not requiring teas. By 2018 I
believe some leagues had taken the step. There were
votes in our leagues at the �me, but teas survived for a
couple more years here.

Then came 2020 and 2021 and pandemic. Clubs were not
allowed to provide teas. Players brought their own food.
This was a trigger. It showed to all that there is an
alterna�ve to the tradi�onal cricket tea, and for the 2022
season, our local leagues, and many others all around the
country have had votes passed to remove the
requirement to provide teas. I am told the debate has
featured recently in The Archers.

A few clubs want to carry on - they will provide food and
sell it to whoever wants, but for most clubs now, including
Upton St Leonards, there will be no more cricket teas.
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Dates, �mes, venues and contacts for the Yoga, Pilates and Art classes that run
every week can be found over the page. VILLAGE DIARY

J U N E
1 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ..............................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30pm
1 Wed Bingo.....................................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
2 Thu NO Old School Room Tea and Chat this week, please note.
2 Thu Flower Fes�val ......................................................................................Church .................................................................. 10am-4pm
3 Fri Flower Fes�val ......................................................................................Church .................................................................. 10am-4pm
4 Sat Flower Fes�val ......................................................................................Church .................................................................. 10am-4pm
5 Sun Flower Fes�val ......................................................................................Church .................................................................. 10am-4pm
5 Sun Jubilee Picnic.........................................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 2.00-5.00pm
5 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning.............................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 10.00am
6 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
6 Mon Upton WI ..............................................................................................Pavilion ................................................................. 2.00pm
6 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng .........................................................................Pavilion ................................................................. 7.30pm
7 Tue Needles & Pins......................................................................................Village Hall Annex................................................. 9.45am
7 Tue Recycling and food waste week
7 Tue Tennis Club night...................................................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 6.00pm
7 Tue Badminton ............................................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 8.30-10.30pm
8 Wed Wednesday Probus ...............................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
8 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ..............................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30pm
8 Wed Bingo.....................................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
9 Thu Tea and Chat .........................................................................................Old School Room.................................................. 2.00-4.00p.m
10 Fri Copy date for July issue of USL Life
11 Sat Entertainment Night .............................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
12 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning.............................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 10.00am
13 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
13 Mon Twyver WI .............................................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30-9.30pm
14 Tue Rubbish and food waste Week/Garden rubbish for those with brown bins
14 Tue Needles & Pins......................................................................................Village Hall Annex................................................. 9.45am
14 Tue Tuesday Probus .....................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
14 Tue Tennis Club night...................................................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 6.00pm
14 Tue Badminton ............................................................................................Village Hall........................................................... 8.30-10.30pm
15 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ..............................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30pm
15 Wed Bingo.....................................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
16 Thu Tea and Chat .........................................................................................Old School Room ................................................. 2.00-4.00pm
19 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning.............................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 10.00am
20 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
20 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30-9.30pm
21 Tue Recycling and food waste week
21 Tue Needles & Pins......................................................................................Village Hall Annex................................................. 9.45am
21 Tue Tennis Club night...................................................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 6.00pm
21 Tue Badminton ............................................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 8.30-10.30pm
22 Wed Wednesday Probus ...............................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
22 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ..............................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30pm
22 Wed Bingo.....................................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
23 Thu Tea and Chat .........................................................................................Old School Room.................................................. 2.00-4.00pm
25 Sat Summer Quiz ........................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
26 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning.............................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 10.00am
27 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
28 Tue Tuesday Probus .....................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
28 Tue Rubbish and food waste week/Garden rubbish for those with brown bins
28 Tue Needles & Pins......................................................................................Village Hall Annex................................................. 9.45am
28 Tue Tennis Club night...................................................................................Tennis Courts........................................................ 6.00pm
29 Wed Ladies Probus........................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
29 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ..............................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30pm
29 Wed Bingo.....................................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
30 Thu Cra� & Cha�er......................................................................................Old School Room.................................................. 10.00-12.30pm

J U L Y
4 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng .........................................................................Pavilion ................................................................. 7.30pm
4 Mon Upton WI ..............................................................................................Pavilion ................................................................. 2.00pm
9 Sat Entertainment Night .............................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 8.00pm
10 Sun Copy date for August issue of USL Life
11 Mon Twyver WI .............................................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30pm
18 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30-9.30pm
27 Wed Ladies Probus........................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
28 Thu Cra� and Cha�er...................................................................................Old School Room ................................................. 10.00-12.30pm
31 Sun Sunday lunch�me Jazz ..........................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 1.00-3.00pm

A U G U S T
10 Wed Copy date for September issue of USL Life
20 Sat Annual Pig Roast ...................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... Time tba
15 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................................Village Hall............................................................ 7.30-9.30pm
24 Wed Ladies Probus........................................................................................BMI ....................................................................... 10.00am
25 Thu Cra� and Cha�er...................................................................................Old School Room.................................................. 10.00-12.00pm

To place an entry in the Village Diary, please contact Paula Quinn
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Weekly courses
This sec�on lists the courses that run every week.
Ac�vity Day Venue Contact
Yoga Mondays 10am Village Hall Annex Lara Brickhill 07876 764425
Pilates - NEW Wednesdays 9.30am Village Hall Annex Philippa Barker 07861 727198
Pilates Thursdays 1pm Village Hall Annex Philippa Barker 07861 727198
Pilates Fridays 9.30am Village Hall Annex Philippa Barker 07861 727198
Chair-based Pilates Wednesdays 1.30pm Pavilion Angela Harris
Seniors Fitness NEW Mondays 10.30am Pavilion Helen Osborne 07872 941324
Art Class Tuesdays 2pm Village Hall Annex Chris�ne Hughes 01452 614227

Note the new Pilates class on Wednesday mornings in the Pavilion, run by Philippa Barker. Call her to book.

Also note the Seniors Fitness class that has just started on Monday mornings in the Pavilion. This is a new venture
by Helen Osborne, who leads the very successful Chair Pilates class. Helen writes: “ALL OVER BODY FITNESS FOR
SENIORS - With the popularity of my Chair Pilates on a Wednesday at the Pavilion, I’m really excited to begin this
fitness session for seniors. Come along if you’re new, to feel the physical and mental benefits, or to compliment
your Wednesday session with me.” Give Helen a call to book a place.

Upton Show - 10 September
We have been publishing items about entries for the
show every month, and this month we highlight the
children’s classes. Full details of all classes are on the
show’s website (just search for Upton St Leonards show)
and will be in a schedule booklet. Do check the schedule
for important details such as maximum size.

Under 5s are asked to do a hand print and a rainbow
picture. Ages 5-7 are asked to make a pasta necklace,
use junk to make a monster, a potato person, a crown
and draw a zoo animal.

Ages 8-11 are asked to make a bird feeder, a necklace
from recycled items, a vegetable or fruit monster,
something built from a cra� kit, a miniature allotment
on a plate (wow!), flapjacks, and use best handwri�ng to
address an envelope to the Queen.

12-16 years: a photo of friends
having fun, make some rocky road,
decorate a wellie, paint or draw a
pop star, make a birthday card for a
friend, and write a 50 word short
story which must include these
words: bird, bicycle, cabbage,
turnips, weather, spade, school,
spider.

We have men�oned the young gardeners entries before
- see the April edi�on.

Correc�on: Last month we printed the short story class 157
for adults, with an important comma missing. This is what the
instruc�on should have been - “Write a short story of not
more than 50 words, to include the following: storm, queen,
linguist, running, dog, tank, Scotland, flag.”

Fit the Best in Gloucestershire

The more you buy the more you save
with Everest Multi-Buy

Please contact me directly to arrange a consulta�on
Call: Philip Powell on 07525 427003
Email: Philip.Powell@everest.co.uk



CHURCH TURNSTILE GATE and the VILLAGE SIGN
Thanks also to the indefa�gable Alan Gresswell who spent hours
scraping, cleaning and sandpapering the church turns�le gate and
the support for the Village Sign. They look very good again.
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page

ERIC COX
1937-2022

We are sad to report the death of Eric Cox, a long
�me resident of Six Acres. A�er a �me as a
German and Russian linguist with the RAF, Eric
took up a post in the Land Registry and moved to
Upton with his wife and two children Libby and
Dan. Eric played cricket for the Village team in the
1970s and 80s. He played table tennis in Painswick
well into his eigh�es and was a keen Probus
member.

LITTER PICKERS
A note of thanks to a group of people who can o�en be
seen going round the Village picking up li�er. Most just
do this without being asked or organised. It would be
difficult to name all - you know who you are. But I will
men�on two: David Miller, who is o�en on Nut Hill and
elsewhere clearing up li�er, and who some�mes calls
himself Uncle Bulgaria on the Village Facebook pages;
and Millie Barnes who can o�en be seen at the
Recrea�on Ground and Birchall Lane �dying up.

Many thanks. It’s great to see the Village kept so �dy,
and that’s due to these two and all the others.

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing & Heating

Est. 1986
All Plumbing & Heating Work

Undertaken & No Job too small !
Boiler & Fire Servicing
Central Heating Systems
Landlord Certificates, etc.

Glos: 01452 552192
Chelt: 01242 250497
Mob: 07816 103709
ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk

safe
GAS

REGISTER
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Summer�me - an essay in pictures of the Village

We are all hoping for a glorious summer of course - it hasn’t yet arrived at the �me of going to press!
The flowers above were photographed last summer by Jane Reed in the gardens of Prinknash Abbey

These four pictures were taken by Jim Browne, and show: the Village green a�er it’s re-
design in 2014, dancing round the maypole on the Village Day in 2016, songs of praise

on the green in 2016, and roses on display at the Village show in 2019.

To finish, some colour in borders and by the pavement, pictures taken in May this year


