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Upton St Leonards Life
incorporating Church News

Issue 107 July 2023

The Church Roof
About 7 years ago, an inspec�on
showed that the northern part of the
church roof, shown here outlined in
red, would have to be re-covered in
the next few years before it started
to become leaky and dangerous. If
you look there now you can see a
few stone �les that have broken off.
(In one place above the porch you
can see a blue plas�c patch!)

This is a very expensive job. It’s a
listed Grade 2* building, so the
Cotswold stone �les have to be
replaced with the same, and
replacement wooden beams, plaster
and cement have to be of the same
type that was used two hundred
years ago. The lowest, most
op�mis�c cost es�mates are
£250,000. It will almost certainly be
substan�ally more than that.

Can you help with a dona�on, or
organise a fund raiser? Read

more on the next page

The Upton St Leonards Show

Just 5 weeks to go. It’s that �me again! The show is on Saturday
9 September at the Village Hall.

You can get a schedule of classes from the show’s website, and printed
versions will be available in August.

See also a short ar�cle on page 6
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This is our Village Church
It is there for everyone, whether
a regular worshipper or not. So
this appeal is to everyone in the
Village or friend of the Village.
The church was passed down to
us from hundreds of years ago,
and we need to pass it on for the
next genera�ons.
The regular worshippers can be
expected to pay for most of the
running costs, and they do, but they
can’t raise the sort of money needed
to repair the roof.

PLEASE HELP

The Church Roof -
con�nued

A few years ago the church sold a
field it owned and that was a
significant start to raising the funds.
It means that if it can find grants (that
usually require match funding), the
amount it already has, and matched
amounts, come near to making it
possible to start work. But with such
a huge total needed, the Church
Council will have to make a big
appeal to all of us.

PS - of course you can make a dona�on at any �me, no need to wait for the Gi� Days. Contact one of the Church officials, and
please allow the church to collect Gi� Aid on your dona�on, if you are able to.

CHURCH ROOF FUND RAISING & EVENTS
Fund raising with events and appeals to individuals has already started and in the months since the end of
last year another £5,556 (at the �me of wri�ng) has come in.

◆The next event is a Ukulele Concert in church on Friday 14 July. See the church pages.

◆Saturday 2 September – FLOWER FESTIVAL & GIFT DAY – The church will be open and we ask you,
please, to come to the church, enjoy the flowers, see the architect’s plans and make a dona�on.

◆Sunday 3 September – HARVEST FESTIVAL with a service on the Village Green and FLOWER FESTIVAL
in the church. A second opportunity to make a gi� and see the plans and the flowers.

Please mark these days in your diaries. Without your generous help nothing will be possible and the church
will teeter forward under the threat, literally, of a falling roof. Thank you. The Church Council

LADIES PROBUS
OurMaymee�ng le� us all in wonderment at the exploits
& adventures of our speaker Celia Hargrove. The
Himalaya 100 turned out to be the Himalaya 100 MILES –
a mammoth 'cross country' endurance marathon of 100
miles. Our speaker undertook this race in 1999 & did
herself proud finishing in only 20.5 hours over 5 days.
Celia's compe��ve spirit was fulfilled by finishing as 2nd
fastest 'lady' & 11th overall from a cohort of over 50, all
from various countries of the world. WOW!

Our June mee�ng sounds very interes�ng – a talk on
Tristan da Cunha, by villager Gerald Buck who has visited
the island and has made friends with some of the
islanders.

On Wednesday 12 July we make a visit to the Gallery in
Cheltenham – names to indicate interest will be collected
in June. Those booked for this Gallery visit in July should
meet first of all in the BMI at 10.15am as usual. Shopping
& lunch might be on the cards a�erwards.

Reports

UPTONWI JUNE MEETING
We welcomed our speaker Patrick Howell for a knowledgeable talk on an overland journey with his wife, in 1984,
from London to Hong Kong via the Trans Siberian railway, Mongolia and Beijing, covering 9,331 miles. A wonderful
experience, much of it inside the Soviet USSR and Communist China.

We meet again on Monday 3rd July, 2pm at the Pavilion, and the speaker is Pamela Holland talking on ‘Enchanted
Islands’. All are welcome. Kathy Quant
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Keith Pearson stands down as Chair of the Parish Council

Recent Events at the BMI

At the end of May, over 100 members of the BMI a�ended the second ‘Comedy Night’ of the year. Once again it was
hosted by Nik Hill, doing a fine job of compering the evening. In addi�on to Nik, there were 3 comedians, each doing
a set of 20 minutes which had the audience in s�tches. The third evening of comedy will take place on 29th October,
a date for your diary.

There was also an entertainment night on Saturday 3rd June, when the BMI welcomedMichael Ian Brown once again
for an evening of music and dancing. As on previous visits Michael played guitar and sang all the songs we all love to
hear.

During the past year the fund for the BMI charity, The CT Scanner Appeal, has been steadily growing. We are pleased
to say that we were able to send £2,765.50. This is thanks to all members who have contributed to raffles, quiz nights
and the Saturday Bonus Ball, together with �cket money from the comedy night and the amount raised on the race
night earlier this year. A big thank you to you all.

CAMRA AWARDS for the BMI and BRIAN!
The BMI and Brian have received two awards from CAMRA - and these are on
display in the Lounge. One is for the best Club in Gloucester. The second is the
award for the best Club in the County. Many congratula�ons.

A�er 18 years as Chair of the Parish Council, Keith Pearson has stood down. Our new Chair is Chrissie Castle, and the
photo shows Chrissie handing a present to Keith to mark his re�rement. The present is a watercolour painted by David
Hunt, of the Rec in winter, with Robinswood Hill in the background.

Keith has been the epitome of a servant to the community. Chair of the Parish Council is no easy job - you get all the
brickbats when people disagree with you, and very li�le praise when they agree with you. Keith has put up with it and
filled this vital role in the community for a long �me. USL Life is proud to send him our hearty thanks, and to wish
Chrissie well in this job that she has taken on so willingly.

Keith remains on the Parish Council and is s�ll one of our District councillors, plus, of course, s�ll chair of the BMI and
of the Village Hall Trustees.

Thank you, Keith
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TWYVER WI MEETING 22 MAY 2023
Having foregone mee�ngs in April and at the start of May
due to extra public holidays and the King’s Corona�on,
this mee�ng was arranged in order to stay focused on WI
ma�ers and ensure con�nuity of our group.

Speaker for the evening Ged Cassel, bu�erfly enthusiast,
gave an interes�ng and colourfully illustrated lecture on
bu�erflies in and around Gloucestershire. The wide
range of habitat on offer here and the different species
was insigh�ul. For instance, did you know that the
difference between a bu�erfly and a moth is simply as
plain as night and day – and that bu�erflies rest with
wings open andmoths with wings closed and there are no
nocturnal bu�erflies? There are 2000 species of moths in

the UK and 60 species of bu�erflies so theore�cally we
should see more moths. Most bu�erflies die soon a�er
ma�ng though some hibernate then die soon a�er.
Painted ladies migrate so some years you see very few.
We have all no�ced a decline in bu�erfly numbers in
recent years, however this is not unusual due to weather
pa�erns and loss and changes of habitat. However if you
know where to look there are s�ll plenty about in our
county and who doesn’t like to see them? Check out
Bu�erfly Conserva�on Gloucestershire Branch and
acquaint yourselves with these amazing creatures in our
area, lots of informa�on for both yourselves and children
alike. A lovely evening’s talk was followed by the usual
business.

TWYVER WI MEETING 12 JUNE
2023
We met on a very warm evening, and
lovely to see lots of faces we haven’t seen
for a while – welcome back!

We began with our Speaker, Nigel Warwick
from BLOOD BIKERS. Most of us it seems
had never heard of these unsung heroes
who volunteer through the night delivering as a support
charity for the NHS (unpaid) to hospitals, care homes and
other facili�es such as baby care units, from 7pm to 7am.

Many of these riders have day jobs too, so obviously they
have to bear in mind safety regula�ons: ge�ng �red on a
motor bike at speed is not good. However, they have a
good track record of safety.

They deliver blood, frozen breast milk and other lifesaving
medical equipment and supplies, drugs and samples
between hospitals. Also they deliver pa�ent notes which
are required urgently (not all notes are digi�sed). He
regaled us with stories of strange things they have had
requests to deliver over the years but none as bizarre as a
medical skeleton, which would have had to be strapped
to the back of the rider – this request could not be
enacted for obvious reasons and they couldn’t guarantee
it ge�ng there in one piece. They don’t get involved in
transpor�ng organs, only corneas, but the one item
which is always requested is false teeth!

Blood Bikers save the NHS over a quarter of a million
pounds a year; that’s the es�mated commercial cost of all
the journeys the bikers undertake.

Nigel is a member of the Severn Freewheelers, part of the
Na�onal Associa�on of Blood Bikers. His group covers
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, North Wiltshire and
Worcestershire. The bikes they use cost around £16,000
each and the Severn group needs £1,800 per week to run
the service, all paid for by fundraising. If you feel you
would like to send a dona�on or support this service in
another way, there is informa�on on their website:
severnfreewheelers.org.uk.

They are well supported by local companies and
organisa�ons. GCHQ even had a cake sale – they must
have sold a lot of cakes as they were able to fund another
bike.

Nigel was most insistent that Blood Bikers is not a Biker
Group (such as Hell’s Angels!). In bad weather they are
using cars more and more but the Bike is s�ll no. 1 for
ge�ng around quickly and efficiently. They are always
wan�ng coordinators and we were told women are good
at it and shi�s can be booked on line: they will be very
grateful for your help.

The next mee�ng is on 10th July, all welcome.
Linda Munnoch

We have two reports from Twyver WI, because of the altered date of the May mee�ng, too late for the last issue.



5

Events at the BMI

Saturday 8th July at 8pm
Entertainment Night
We welcome the return of
Summer Night City

Open to members and signed in guests

The Sunday Lunch�me Jazz that was due on 30
July has had to be cancelled

Saturday 12th August
BMI Annual Pig Roast

from 7p.m.
Come and meet your friends once
again on one of the most popular

nights of the year

For their next produc�on, the UpStagers are
presen�ng a Murder Mystery, including a meal.
This has proved to be a most successful and
entertaining format, so don’t miss out!

‘DYING FOR A LEEK’

Can you follow the clues and iden�fy the murderer?
10, 11 and 12 August
In the Village Hall

Doors open 7pm, for a 7.30pm start

Tickets cost £15 and include a 2 course meal
Pre-booked only

Licensed bar

Coming up . . .

AUGUST IS BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
So come and join in with Tea and a Chat, not forge�ng CAKE on
17th August 2pm at the Old School Room. Let’s have a great

a�ernoon and raise funds for such a good cause. There will be a
raffle too.

Any cake dona�ons or raffle prizes greatly appreciated. Don’t
hesitate to contact me for further details.

Carol Evans

HISTORY GROUP

The History Group holds its next mee�ng on July 20,
and this will be the AGM, plus a talk by Mike Stra�ord
on a personality in Upton’s past. All are welcome.

The group publishes an annual booklet containing
write-ups of all the talks in the year. These are for sale
at each mee�ng.

Who invited
Obelix?
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Focus on a local business
DJH Home Services

Dave Holder’s DJH Home Services is a single person
building and decora�ng business. Dave has been
adver�sing with us for many years now, and in that
�me he has gradually built up a reputa�on in the
Village for his caring a�tude and a�en�on to
detail. He holds an HNC in building and design
technology. When his jobs, kitchen and bathroom
fi�ng, decora�ng, for example, need it, he brings
in friends who are qualified electricians and
plumbers. Favourite part of any job for him is the
decora�ng, making the whole look at its very best.
He’s always keen to help and advise customers on

choice, and o�en makes sugges�ons on the designs. He’s a very caring person, taking trouble to meet his customer’s
wishes. The illustra�ons show, on the le�, making best use of a small bathroom space, and on the right Dave himself,
in a room he decorated, showing floor �les - he’s proud of those!

ROAD CLOSURES IN JULY - BONDEND
ROAD & BONDEND LANE

Further road closures are planned in July in
Bondend Road and Bondend Lane, this �me for
Virgin Media to renew their cables. The dates
published are from 25 July to 31 July, and the
sec�ons affected are Bondend Road from The
Stanley to Bondend Lane, and in Bondend Lane
from Bondend Road to Home Farm. See the map
on the right.

UPTON SHOW
Saturday 9th September at the Village Hall

2.00-4.30p.m.

Please can winners from 2022 return
their trophies before the end of July to
Kate Brooks

* Family Dog show classes, £1 per entry, on the day:
▷Best bitch
▷Best dog
▷Dog with the waggiest tail

* Dog most like its owner, 50p entry on the day

Also throughout the day:
BOUNCY CASTLE
TEDDY TOMBOLA
FACE PAINTING
PLUS MANY STALLS

We would be pleased to receive any dona�ons towards the
teddy tombola and the bo�le stall and cakes for the
refreshments. We will need volunteers to help set up on
the Friday and Saturday, and to clear up. Please contact
Kate Brooks.

Programme of Events on the day
2.00p.m. GATES OPEN
2.45p.m. FAMILY DOG SHOW*
3.15p.m. DOG MOST LIKE ITS OWNER*
4.15p.m. PRIZE GIVING

We look forward to welcoming you once again to the annual show in September.

Make something, bake something, grow something, or just have some fun.

Come along and support the Village show!

Schedules and Entry forms will be available from the Village Stores or downloaded from the
show website uptonstleonardsshow.com

Can you help?

See the DJH adver�sement on page 13
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The new houses at Bowden Hall Farm

As you will almost certainly have seen, building is now going ahead on the plot of land within the Bondend ‘loop’. We
felt readers might like to see the site plans. There are due to be 15 dwellings built: 1 x 5 bed detached, 3 x 4 bed
detached, 1 x 3 bed detached, 8 x 3 bed, 2 x 2 bed. If you want to look at the various planning permission documents
on the Stroud District website, look for reference S.13/1844. Planning permission was first applied for in 2013!
Shown here is the 2013 layout plan, and while we believe this is s�ll the proposed site layout, things may have
changed slightly.

FOOTBALL - News of changes at the club
USL AFC will enter the 2023/24 season with two senior men’s sides and two boys’ sides.

This is possible following a merger with another local club, Robinswood Athle�c. COVID and the cost of living crisis
has affected grassroots football across the county and we need to be proac�ve to ensure that USL AFC, who were
formed in 1919, are not impacted by these events and that we are around for another hundred years! The name will
remain as Upton St Leonards and all games will be played at the Rec.

The two men’s sides will play in the Stroud & District Football League. The U13s will play on a Sunday a�ernoon in
the Cheltenham Youth League and the U16s will play on a Saturday morning in the Severn Valley Youth League.

With a new look management team and club commi�ee, the future is looking bright for the club.

Pre-season training for the senior sides on Tuesdays at the Rec has started. If anyone is interested in joining any of
our teams, adult or youth, please get in contact.
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Advertising If you use any of the services provided by our adver�sers,
please men�on that you saw them in USL Life. They can then
understand the impact of their adver�sing. Thank you

CEDAR MOTOR HOUSE
LTD

Vehicle Servicing
& Repairs

MOT Tes�ng for Petrol & Diesel Vehicles
01452 617240 Mob: 07976 322735

Grove Court, Upton Hill,
Gloucester GL4 8DA

• We use the latest techniques and diagnos�c
equipment to service any make of car to
dealership standards.

• Tyres, ba�eries and exhausts fi�ed. Clutch and
�ming belt replacement.

• Insurance & Accident repairs, welding service.

Your Local Garage
We pride ourselves on our friendly,

honest and reliable service.
We can collect your vehicle from your home.

Est 1968 Local approved electrician,
highly experienced.

Honest, friendly and professional with
very high standards.

All work considered –
inspec�on and tes�ng,

upgrades, extensions, repairs.

Fully insured.

Call or email for a free consulta�on & quota�on

ben@hickselectricalsolu�ons.co.uk
Phone: 01452 538969
Mobile: 07981 797894

Brothertons
Accountants & Tax Advisors

All Aspects of Accountancy:
● Self Assessment Tax Returns
● Sole Trader Accounts
● Limited Companies
● VAT
● Payroll
● Bookkeeping

Local family firm
Established 1998

Free ini�al mee�ng
Fixed quotes

2 Abbeymead Avenue, Gloucester GL4 5ER
01452 311711

www.brothertons.co.uk
email info@brothertons.co.uk

We are a new local team of two with
skills, experience and qualifica�ons
in House and Garden maintenance.

Ashley & Luke
Fully insured

Guest Suite to rent in USL

Newly available: Deligh�ul ground floor
Guest Suite. Central to the village. Lovely
views. Private parking. Perfect for visitors
whatever their needs. No dogs. For details

call 01452 621741 or 07815 197375.

View from the french windows
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Services for July

2nd July 8.00 am Holy Communion

10.00 am Morning Worship

9th July 10.00 am Holy Communion

16th July 10.00 am Holy Communion

23rd July 10.00 am Holy Communion

30th July 10.00 am Morning Worship led by the
Flourish team

Churchwarden: Gill Howell

Church Administrator:
Jenny Cunningham

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sue Downey

St Leonard’s Church
Website

www.uptonstleonardschurch.co.uk

Whilst the 0.5 appointment is being made,
Upton will con�nue to receive care and
support from deanery and diocesan
colleagues, including me.

Revd Ali Mepham

Vacancy Update
From Revd Ali Mepham, Diocese of Gloucester

The PCC recently met with the Archdeacon of Gloucester, Hilary
Dawson, our Assistant Area Dean Sarah Todd, and me, to discuss
the next steps for the appointment of a priest to serve the
parish.

We are immensely grateful for the interim ministry of Philippa
Donald and the work she has done in the parish, not only in
suppor�ng the ministry here, but in enabling frank and open
conversa�on about the future. All this has been happening at a
�me of much change as the whole diocese has been exploring,
through a strategic review in every deanery, how to be the
Church in our communi�es with the challenges that face us.

Following conversa�ons emerging from this deanery review and
Philippa’s interim ministry in Upton, a process will begin to
enable the two benefices of Hucclecote and Upton to begin
working together, informally in the first instance. This will help
to enable long term sustainability and build on long standing
rela�onships.

The Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Group, which is responsible
for approving all clergy posts, met last week and endorsed the
appointment of a half-�me priest based in Upton. As the
parishes of Hucclecote and Upton St Leonards begin working
more closely together this will mean there will be one full �me
and one half �me priest across the two parishes.

In addi�on, Gloucester City Deanery is exploring external
funding for a 0.5 youth work facilitator for the deanery. It is
possible that this could be combined with the 0.5 post for
Upton and Hucclecote, which would link well to the work that is
already happening in this part of the deanery.

June 500 Club Winners

1st Prize £30.00 No. 59

2nd Prize £20.00 No. 19
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The no�ce below recently caught my a�en�on in a
churchyard in Studley, Warwickshire

Welcome to our churchyard
We hope you find peace and �me for reflec�on here.
This churchyard is managed by a group of volunteers with
sympathy for all God’s crea�on so that it can be a�rac�ve to
people as well as plants and animals. Parts of this
churchyard are mowed regularly, other parts are cut once or
twice a year to allow flowers to grow and animals and birds
to flourish. In order to maintain a natural environment we
ask families and visitors to remember their loved one with
real flowers and not ar�ficial ones.

Thank you.

Our churchyard is also managed en�rely by volunteers
and without them the churchyard would look not only
a mess but also un-cared for, which would then reflect
badly on our beau�ful church. During the pandemic
and all the social restric�ons imposed on us the
churchyard became a safe and restora�ve haven for
walkers and a place where it was somewhere to speak
and converse with a volunteer and for some the only
chance to talk to a real person whilst observing a
respectable and safe social distance. For me
personally I welcomed the opportunity to talk to the
passers by and hope they too welcomed the
opportunity to have a conversa�on. The churchyard is
a precious extension of our church and provides a
wonderful place to walk through to enjoy the natural
world in all its glory and I say a big thank you to ALL the

volunteers who help to keep
our churchyard looking so
beau�ful.

You may concur with the
current mantra “No Mow
May” but I’d say “fine” but
who’s going to then help bring
it back to being manageable
again?? Oh yes, the
volunteers of course! It was a
real challenge in May to get a first cut done and those
who walk regularly through the churchyard will have
seen how rampant the grass has grown this year
especially the bu�ercups. There are parts of the
churchyard which do enable flowers to grow such as
forget-me-nots, cow parsley, bluebells and many
more. There has also been a glorious abundance of
cyclamen and primroses earlier in the year. However
with the constant rain in the spring it was really
difficult to get going again un�l recently and with the
extra willing help from the Footpath Volunteers we
have been able to gradually get on top of the grass.
Unfortunately it’s not possible to have cows grazing in
the churchyard despite the Biblical reference in Psalms
104 v14 “He makes grass grow for the ca�le.” Instead
we rely on our wonderful volunteers so I say once
again a big thank you to ALL

Sheila Thomas

Thank you!

To the many dog walkers who ‘pick
up’ a�er their dogs as they pass

through our churchyard

Please

Can we ask you to dispose of it elsewhere and not in our
bins or grounds

The bins are emp�ed by our volunteers
into their own compos�ng / garden waste
bins as collec�on by the council isn’t
available to us, all of your ‘poo’ bags have
to be removed and disposed of before this
can happen!

We love our helpers. Please help us to take care of
them!

Sheila Thomas
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Raise the Roof
Roof Fund
Raised so far

£5556

Forthcoming Events

Friday July 14th

7.00 pm in the Church

Ukulele Band

&

TLC Choir

£8.00 (to include glass of Pimms)

Church Open Day

Saturday September 2nd

And Sunday 3rd on the green

More details below

Please take the opportunity to come and have a
good look around your lovely village church

You can be sure of a warm welcome

Pop over the road and have a cup of tea/ coffee
and cake in our refurbished Old School Room

We are (of course) trying to raise money for a
new roof, essen�al to keep this building in good
repair for future genera�ons to enjoy. This will be
your chance to see how we’re ge�ng on and our

plans, hopes and dreams for the future.

Sunday 3rd Harvest Fes�val

On the green

Come and join in, we look forward to seeing you

(Further informa�on in August magazine)

Ever wondered what it would be like to be able to ring
Church bells

English Style?
Why not join us at our regular prac�ce events to find
out how: have a go and discover if you would enjoy a

new experience for an original ‘life skill’

Upton St Leonards Parish Church has the loveliest
sounding peal of 8 bells in Gloucestershire and one of

the warmest welcomes.

Wednesday 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm

(tower door entrance)

An English tradi�on that can always do with more
ringers, new and returning. Others who have recently
started ringing at our tower will tell you: come along

to ask them.

Ages from 9 to - any age

(u18 accompanied)

Contact: Charlie
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Children’s Corner

Story

The Old Testament

Book of Genesis, Chapter One.

Mothers Union

We welcomed Paul Hobbs to our May mee�ng; he is a
Chris�an ar�st living locally and his work proved to be
both fascina�ng and illumina�ng. At first the images
he showed us were of ordinary everyday items, a
dartboard, road signs and a collec�on of shoes but
with his insight and guidance we were able to
discover the Chris�an concepts hidden within the
artwork. It was very thought provoking and some of
our members visited his exhibi�on in St Mary’s
Church, Bibury over the Spring Bank Holiday to see
further examples of his work.

On Saturday 1st July we will be joining
other members from all over the Diocese
for a Fes�val Service at St Mary’s Church,
Charlton Kings at 2pm. Banners, including
our own will be displayed as we are all
ge�ng a li�le long in the tooth to process with them!
Please contact me if your need help with transport

The next mee�ng is on Thursday 20th July is our
annual “Bring and Share” Lunch to be held in the Old
School Room in Upton at 1pm. Please note the
change of venue as St Oswald’s will be holding their
Food Bank lunch on that day

Kate Gale - Branch Leader

Tower light
dedications
Please note the deadline for the Church
pages is the 8th of the preceding month

If you or your family wish to have the lights sponsored
in celebra�on of a birthday, an anniversary, for a loved
one’s life or any other reason, please contact Jenny
Cunningham for more details.

Can you find all the words hidden in the grid?

God was pleased by all that He created, and on
the seventh day, God rested.

Moral: God is all-powerful and created all that
exists.

In the beginning, there was nothing; everything was
formless, and darkness covered the surface of everything.
Only God existed. One day, God commanded that there
should be light, and the light was created. On the first day
of crea�on, God made night and day. On the second day,
God created the sky to separate the waters.

On the third day, the crea�on of land and sea took place. He
also commanded that the land produce vegeta�on and
seed-bearing plants, and that they must all mul�ply
according to their own kind. On the fourth day, God created
the sun, the moon and the stars, in order to serve as
markers for the day, the night, the years, and the sacred
�mes. On the fi�h day, God created all the living creatures
in the sea and the air, and commanded that they should
mul�ply according to their own kinds.

On the sixth day, the crea�on of all the land animals was
done, and he commanded them all to go forth and mul�ply
across the earth, according to their own kind. Then, he
formed man out of the dust of the earth and breathed life
into him. From the rib of the man, he created the woman,
and he gave man and woman authority over all the earth.
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Advertising If you use any of the services provided by our adver�sers,
please men�on that you saw them in USL Life. They can then
understand the impact of their adver�sing. Thank you

USL
Village Store

Mon-Fri
7am-7pm

Sat
7am-6pm

Sun
7am-12pm

Self-catering accommoda�on for holidays
and short breaks, in Upton St Leonards,
perfect for visi�ng friends and family.
Email: info@li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Tel: 01452 615150
www.li�lecourtco�ages.co.uk

Little Court Cottages

The BMI Club
(Est 1898)

Bondend Road
Upton St Leonards

Members Club, new
members welcome.

Two bars, wide screen TV with
Sky/BT Sports. Snooker /Pool

Tables.Skittle Alley.
Regular entertainment nights.

Private function hire.

Enquiries about membership -
just call in and see Brian, our

Steward, for details. Open all day
7 days a week.

Tel. 01452 616384

A local friendly company with over 35
years experience
● Replacement uPVC & aluminium

windows, doors and conservatories
made to measure

● Replacing misted glass
● Locks
● Hinges
● Handles
● Pa�o rollers
● Coloured Composite Doors made to

measure
Free no obliga�on quota�ons
www.a1windows-gloucester.com

Simon Green
01452 535811
07989 891227

David
Cridland

Contracting
Fencing, Ground
maintenance and

groundwork contractor
3 Ton mini-digger with driver available

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Hedges cut. Trees pruned. Ground cleared.

From small gardens
to farms, no job too small.

Service and reliability guaranteed

Fully insured 20 years experience

01452 311215 or 07836 279974
COMMELINES MILL FARM

UPTON ST LEONARDS GL4 8EG

There is an ar�cle
on DJH Home
Services on page 6
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Arts Page
This month was called QUINTILUS un�l Julius Caesar
became powerful in Rome and changed the name to
JULY In his honour. Although conflict played a large part
in the Roman Empire, it was also a period of great poets
whose works have been translated from La�n by other
poets. In this Arts Page we feature poems by Quintus
Hora�us Flaccus known as Horace, Gaius Valerius
Catullus known as Catullus and Publius Vergilius Maro
known as Virgil.

HAPPY THE MAN by Horace, translated by John
Dryden (1631 – 1700)

Happy the man, and happy he alone,
He, who can call today his own:
He, who secure within, can say

Tomorrow do thy worst, for I have lived today.
Be fair or foul or rain, or shine,

The joys I have possessed, in spite of fate are mine.
Not heaven itself upon the past has power;

But what has been, has been, and I have had my hour.

EPILOGUE by Horace, translated by Robert Louis
Stevenson (1850 – 1894)

Go li�le book, and wish to all
Flowers in the garden, meat in the hall,
A bin of wine, a spice of wit,
A house with lawns enclosing it,
A living river by the door,
A nigh�ngale in the sycamore.

WHERE'ER YOUWALK by Virgil, translated by
Alexander Pope (1688 – 1744)

Some god conduct you to these blissful seats,
The mossy fountains and the green retreats!
Where'er you walk, cool gales shall fan the glade,
Trees, where you sit, shall crowd into a shade,
Where'er you tread, the blushing flowers shall rise,
And all things flourish where you turn your eyes.

GIVE ME A THOUSAND KISSES by Catullus, translated
by William Wordsworth (1770 – 1850)

Then come, with whom alone I live,
A thousand kisses take and give,
Another thousand - to the store
Add hundreds – then a thousand more.

BOOK REVIEW

The Cicero Trilogy by Robert Harris
published (2021), has been
described as “one of the great
triumphs of contemporary historical
literature”. It combines three books
– Imperium (2009), Lustrum (2010)
and Dictator (2015) – which follow
the life of a Roman lawyer and
philosopher, Marcus Tullius Cicero,
to the role of Consul, disputes with his poli�cal rival,
Julius Caesar, and conflict with Mark Antony leading to
Cicero's assassina�on in 46 BC. Cicero defended the
Roman Republic fiercely in his wri�ng and speeches to
the Senate. His poli�cal beliefs lost favour and Imperial
Rome followed the fall of the Roman Republic in 31 BC.
These books are novels and not works of history and we
recommend them to you and would welcome your
reviews.

EPIGRAMS
Cicero : A room without books is like a body without a
soul.

Horace : No poems can live long or please that are
wri�en by water drinkers.

Julius Caesar : Veni, Vidi, Vici – I came, I saw, I
conquered. (Is this the best slogan ever created?)

This is possibly a contemporaneous bust of Virgil, but there
are no confirmed likenesses of any of the poets men�oned
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Here are a few more of Ivor’s general memories of living
in Upton plus a few of his memories of what it was like
during the Second World War.

The Middlecote family were Methodists and a�ended
services at Wesleyan Chapel with the youngest children
going to the nearby Sunday School. The Chapel was
situated on the corner of what is now Perry Orchard and
the High Street. I found it interes�ng to discover Upton St
Leonards had both a church and a chapel and, I wonder
if anyone has a photograph of the chapel they would like
to share? (Ed: See USL Life May 2019, on the website)

As a young man one of Ivor’s first jobs was to deliver
newspapers to Upton households but before he could do
this he had to ride his bike to Gloucester Railway Sta�on
so he could collect the newspapers. Later he had a job
with Brigadier Patsy Pagan at Belmont House, Upton Hill
as under gardener to Frank White. Also during the �me
Ivor lived in Upton he worked as a drover for Farmer
Jackson who worked the farm near Bowden Hall and,
needed his cows and calves moved from Painswick to
Upton. According to Ivor “it was easy as the roads were

quiet and they walked up through the planta�ons and
down Upton Hill”; I think Ivor’s defini�on of easy is vastly
different than mine! He men�oned that one of his older
brothers worked for as a carpenter for W T Nichols, a
local building contractor.

It is only in more recent years that a bus has come
through the village. When Ivor was growing up, the
closest it got was the Kings Head. The landlord at the
�me was a though�ul or a shrewd business man because
he allowed people to leave their bikes in his barn when
they took the bus into town.

During the war the Middlecote’s next door neighbours
(the Reads) built an air raid shelter in their back garden
which, thankfully, was only needed a couple of �mes.
Once, a bomb exploded, without any real damage, close
to Whitley Court. Another �me a barrage balloon was
shot down near Whitley Court with a second being shot
down in field opposite where the primary school is now.
Some of the villagers were watching and thought they’d
witness lots of ac�on but luckily that wasn’t the case. To
Ivor and his siblings’ amusement the lady next door to
them came running outside, then instantly turned tail
and ran back inside screaming. The following day found
children out searching for spent cartridges. Ivor said the
“squaddies” billeted on Nuthill were amazing, and very
accep�ng of him and his friends being on Nuthill too. The
squaddies manned a Bofers an�-aircra� gun and
Browning machine guns whereas over on Belmont Hill
there was a 3.7in AA ba�ery.

Other memories include being invited to the squaddies
hut to play bingo along with members of the Auxiliary
Territorial Service (ATS). Army Cadet training took place
in the village hall and was led by a variety of people
including Captain Peacey and Bill Gardener; Bill taught
self-defence. And with Upton being as friendly and
welcoming then as it is now the BMI welcomed the
servicemen sta�oned locally, foregoing the usual
membership rules and fees.

Thanks to Ivor for sharing his memories and to his
daughter, Wendy, for contac�ng USL Life.

Feature Article
This is the second of the ar�cles wri�en by Jane Read on Ivor Middlecote’s memories. The first appeared in the April
issue this year.
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Advertising If you use any of the services provided by our adver�sers,
please men�on that you saw them in USL Life. They can then
understand the impact of their adver�sing. Thank you

Painswick Rococo Garden www.exedranursery.co.uk
Painswick GL6 6TH info@exedranursery.co.uk

PAINSWICK | GLOUCESTERSHIRE

PORTWAY FARM SHOP
Upton St Leonards GL4 8DP

01452 613255

Our family owned business can supply you with fresh
home produced and local Meat, home made
Sausages & Burgers, Veg, Fruit, local Eggs, Cheese,
Organic Milk, Cream, Yoghurt, Flour, Coffee, Rapeseed

Oil, Dressings, Mayonnaise, Preserves, Pizzas, Gloucestershire Fruit Juice,
Cordials, Bread, home made Cakes, Pies, Quiche, Ice Cream.

Visit the new coffee shop!

OPEN
Tuesday to Friday
9am to 5.30pm

Saturday
8am to 3pm

Closed
Sunday & Monday

Email: portwayfarmshop@b�nternet.com
www.portwayfarmshop.com

For the latest offers, specials and news
see Facebook @PortwayFarmShop

B.A. Electrical
Services
Domes�c & Commercial
Insured & Registered

For all your Electrical Needs
A Professional and Friendly Service
Quality Work at Compe��ve Prices

For a Free Es�mate call Bernie
01594 368607 / 07881 981352

01452 447090
07437 536764
sales@churchfieldautos.co.uk
@churchfieldautosltd

Get in touch today:

Quality Used car Sales In Gloucester

We also
buy cars! Get

in touch if you

have a car tosell.

FCA
Registered
Finance
Available

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS
Free auc�on valua�ons

Regular fine art & an�ques sales
Insurance & probate valua�ons

01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com

www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK GL4 8EU

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing & Heating

Est. 1986
All Plumbing & Heating Work

Undertaken & No Job too small !
Boiler & Fire Servicing
Central Heating Systems
Landlord Certificates, etc.

Glos: 01452 552192
Chelt: 01242 250497
Mob: 07816 103709
ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk

safe
GAS

REGISTER



17

Dates, �mes, venues and contacts for the Yoga, Pilates and Art classes that run
every week can be found over the page.

J U L Y
3 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00am
3 Mon Upton WI.................................................................................. Pavilion ........................................................2.00pm
3 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng ............................................................ Pavilion ........................................................7.30pm
4 Tue Recycling and food waste week
4 Tue Needles & Pins ......................................................................... Village Hall Annex ........................................9.45am
4 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening ................................................. Tennis Courts ...............................................6.00pm
4 Tue Badminton ............................................................................... Village Hall ...................................................8.00-10.00pm
5 Wed Wednesday Probus .................................................................. BMI ..............................................................10.00am
5 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ................................................. Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
5 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce................................................................. Church..........................................................7.30pm
5 Wed Bingo ........................................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00pm
8 Sat Entertainment Night ................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00pm
9 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning................................................ Tennis Courts ...............................................10.00am
10 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00am
10 Mon Twyver WI ................................................................................ Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
10 Mon Copy date for August issue of USL Life
11 Tue Rubbish and food waste week. Garden waste for those with brown bins
11 Tue Needles & Pins ......................................................................... Village Hall Annex ........................................9.45am
11 Tue Tuesday Probus ........................................................................ BMI ..............................................................10.00am
11 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening ................................................. Tennis Courts ...............................................6.00pm
11 Tue Badminton ............................................................................... Village Hall ...................................................8.00-10.00pm
12 Wed Ladies Probus ........................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00am
12 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�se................................................................. Church..........................................................7.30pm
12 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ................................................. Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
12 Wed Bingo ........................................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00pm
14 Fri Ukulele Band concert - Roof Fund Raiser................................. Church..........................................................7.00pm
16 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning................................................ Tennis Courts ...............................................10.00am
17 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00am
17 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................... Village Hall ...................................................7.30-9.30pm
19 Tue Recycling and food waste week
18 Tue Needles & Pins ......................................................................... Village Hall Annex ........................................9.45am
18 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening ................................................. Tennis Courts ...............................................6.00pm
18 Tue Badminton ............................................................................... Village Hall ...................................................8.00-10.00pm
19 Wed Wednesday Probus .................................................................. BMI ..............................................................10.00am
19 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ................................................. Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
19 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce................................................................. Church..........................................................7.30pm
19 Wed Bingo ........................................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00pm
20 Thu History Group – AGM and a talk on a personality of Upton’s past Village Hall ..........................................7.45-9.15pm
23 Sun Tennis Club Members Morning................................................ Tennis Courts ...............................................10.00am
24 Mon Coffee Club............................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00am
25 Tue Rubbish and food waste week. Garden rubbish for those with brown bins
25 Tue Tuesday Probus ........................................................................ BMI ..............................................................10.00am
25 Tue Needles & Pins ......................................................................... Village Hall Annex ........................................9.45am
25 Tue Tennis Club Members Evening ................................................. Tennis Courts ...............................................6.00pm
25 Tue Badminton ............................................................................... Village Hall ...................................................8.00-10.00pm
26 Wed Upstagers Amateur Drama�cs ................................................. Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
26 Wed Bingo ........................................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00pm
26 Wed Bell Ringing Prac�ce................................................................. Church..........................................................7.30pm
27 Thu Cra� Club ................................................................................. Old School Room .........................................10.00-12.00pm
30 Sun Sunday lunch�me Jazz - cancelled

A U G U S T
7 Mon Breast Cancer Tea, chat & raffle............................................... Old School Room .........................................2.00pm
7 Mon No Parish Council mee�ng in August
9 Wed Ladies Probus ........................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00am
10 Thu Copy date for September issue of USL Life
10 Thu Upstagers – Murder Mystery ................................................... Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
11 Fri Upstagers – Murder Mystery ................................................... Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
12 Sat Upstagers – Murder Mystery ................................................... Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
12 Sat Pig Roast................................................................................... BMI ..............................................................7.00pm
21 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................... Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
24 Thu Cra� Club ................................................................................. Old School Room .........................................10.00-12.00pm

S E P T E M B E R
2 Sat Flower Fes�val & Gi� Day ........................................................ Church..........................................................10.00-4.00pm
3 Sun Harvest Fes�val, Flower fes�val & Gi� Day.............................. Village Green & Church................................10.00-4.00pm
4 Mon Upton WI.................................................................................. Pavilion ........................................................2.00pm
4 Mon Parish Council Mee�ng ............................................................ Pavilion ........................................................17.30pm

VILLAGE DIARY
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Weekly courses
This sec�on lists the courses that run every week.

Ac�vity Day Venue Contact
Yoga Mondays 10am Village Hall Annex Lara Bricknell 07876 764425
Pilates Thursdays 1pm Village Hall Annex Philippa Barker 07861 727198
Pilates Fridays 9.30am Village Hall Annex Philippa Barker 07861 727198
Chair-based Pilates Wednesdays 1.30pm Pavilion Angela Harris
Dance Workout Tuesdays 7pm Pavilion Debra Law 07505 761420
Seniors Fitness Thursdays 9.30am Pavilion Deb Locke 07738 104404
Tai Chi Thursdays 10.00 Village Hall Annex Chris�na Caldwell
Art Class Tuesdays 2pm Village Hall Annex Chris�ne Hughes 01452 614227

9 Sat Upton Show ............................................................................. Village Hall ...................................................2.00pm
10 Sun Copy date for October issue of USL Life
11 Mon Twyver WI ................................................................................ Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
16 Sat Autumn Quiz ............................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00pm
17 Sun Sunday lunch�me Jazz ............................................................. BMI ..............................................................1.00-3.00pm
18 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club ........................................................... Village Hall ...................................................7.30pm
20 Wed Ladies Probus ........................................................................... BMI ..............................................................10.00am
21 Thu Cra� Club ................................................................................. Old School Room .........................................10.00-12.00pm
23 Sat Entertainment Night ................................................................ BMI ..............................................................8.00pm

Contact Paula Quinn to get an event men�oned in the diary

CRICKET CLUB REPORT - DYNAMOS - STEVE GREGG MEMORIAL GAME - 2nd XI SUCCESS

DYNAMOS is a franchise organised by the England and Wales Cricket Board to get youngsters aged 7 to 11 along to
cricket grounds, and the cricket club is running it. The Cricket Board supplies colourful T-shirts, flags, banners and
playing equipment and provides training for the volunteer adults that run it, and lots of short game-type ac�vi�es. It
is great fun (indeed that is the emphasis - make cricket fun). Every Thursday evening through May, June and most of
July we have had up to 35 youngsters enjoying themselves running around and picking up cricket skills. Most of these
girls and boys go on to play for the club.

At the end of May there was a big “Club Day”. This was organised by the Gregg family in memory of Steve Gregg, who
set up our Junior Sec�on back in 1989. Many of the lads he trained turned up to play or watch, joined by many other
past and present players and their families. It was a great day, and something like £1300 profit on bar and BBQ sales
went into club funds. Steve died in February this year. One of his sons s�ll plays regularly for the club.

We are about halfway through the playing season. Top team in terms of success is the Saturday 2nd XI, played 6, won
6 at the �me of wri�ng. Last season they won just 2 games and were relegated. Looks like they are going straight
back up. The Saturday 1st XI is mid-table in its Division. Wins are a bit of a scarcity among the other teams: Wed XI,
U15, U13, U11, U9, but every team has won at least one game.

On the back page is a picture from Dynamos

The photo on the le� illustrates one of the
proudest moments for the club, in 1994. Steve
Gregg, on the right, coached and managed an
Under 16s team which was unbeaten in all
compe��ons, local, and county. The team went on
to represent Gloucestershire in the Midlands
knock-out cup and won.
(In the next year, Steve’s U16 team repeated the
success, but the Midlands final was rained off and
no alterna�ve date could be found, so USL had to
se�le for a share of the trophy.)
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DISCLAIMER: USL Life welcomes adverts
for goods and services but reminds
readers to make their own checks
before entering into any contract or
other arrangements with adver�sers, as
USL Life cannot be held responsible for
the accuracy of the adver�sements.

Next month’s editor

Use the postbox at the Village Hall
or via the “Contact Us” box on our
web page to pass messages to us.

UPTON ST LEONARDS LIFE
Web site h�ps://usllife.org.uk

To contact us, use the website above or
the postbox by the Village Hall main
door, or use the contact details that
appear below:
This month’s editor: Andy Russell
Editors: Andrea Dawson

Andy Russell
Barbara Swindin

Peter Wilson
Company Secretary: Cliff Alderman
Treasurer: Owen S�nchcombe
Feature writers: Chris�na Caldwell

Linda Munnoch
Ann Morphew

Jane Reed
Church pages: Rachel Middleton
Clubs / Socie�es Catherine McLean
/ Organisa�ons:
Diary: Paula Quinn

Adver�sing: Contact: Andy Russell

Admin Support: Janine Black
Distribu�on: Jenny Cunningham

8
Photography: Jim Browne
Proof Readers: Carol Hardacre

Pam Tickner
Kate Davies

USL Life is published by USL Life CIC, a
Limited Company, and is printed at Pip
Prin�ng, Ne�l of Hereford.

Barbara Swindin

CHRISTOPHER STOCK
It is with sadness we report the death of Chris Stock, of Six Acres. Chris
had been ill for many years, but kept going through it all very cheerfully,
even joking about how there was nothing le� for the surgeons to
remove of his gut when he was about to go in to hospital for the next of
many opera�ons. He lived in Upton since the 1980s, a solicitor, working
la�erly for the Crown Prosecu�on Service. He was a very talented actor
on the stage with the Upton Players and worshipped at the Village
Church. A kind, gentle, generous and funny man, he will be greatly
missed by all who knew him.

His funeral will be at St Leonard’s Church on Monday 3 July at 2pm.

UPTON ST LEONARDS PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Office, The Village Hall, Bondend Road

PERRY ORCHARD ALLOTMENT MANAGER
VACANCY
The Parish Council is seeking to appoint a new Voluntary Allotment
Manager for the Perry Orchard Allotments. The role is to act as the
Allotment Manager, du�es include ensuring the site is
maintained to a high standard, repor�ng
issues of non- compliance to Parish
Clerk, repor�ng any maintenance issues
to the Clerk and carrying out allotment inspec�ons, together with the
Chair of Allotments. You will also be asked to show new tenants plots.
Finally, you will be asked to maintain an allotment database – training on
all of the role will be provided.

If you are interested, please feel free to contact the Clerk, Roy Balgobin
via the email: uslclerk@b�nternet.com

Volunteer wanted!

TREVOR and RACHEL HALL
celebrated their 69th Wedding
Anniversary in early June.
Congratula�ons to them. Truly
remarkable. Can any couple in the
Village match that?

ABBEYDALE GARDEN CLUB

Members of the AGC were encouraged to create their own floral
designs by using foliage and flowers from their own gardens (where
possible). Instruc�ons and ideas were issued prior to Monday's
mee�ng on 19th June and Mair David, our Treasurer, demonstrated a
number of different techniques to help the group with their own floral
displays. The results were very impressive and varied as you can see
from the photograph over the page.
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Jan Richings’ Re�rement a�er serving for 36 years at the BMI

See last month’s magazine for an apprecia�on of Jan’s long service at the BMI. The pictures show Chairman Keith
Pearson bidding her farewell, and on the right a truly magnificent cake! (Made by villager Clare Foster of Clara’s Cakes)

Cricket Club: Some DYNAMOS - kids & parents,
just ge�ng started, see the ar�cle on page 18.

Abbeydale Garden Club: Floral displays arranged by members at
their June mee�ng. See the ar�cle on page 19.


