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NEW COFFEE CLUB
This is a new activity, starting for a trial
period to see if it takes off. Every Monday,
from Aug 1st, the BMI will be open from
10am to noon, when coffee and tea will be
available at a small cost. A great chance to
get out and meet other people! Why not
make it a regular date in your calendar?

You don’t need to be a member of the BMI
to come along.This is an ideal opportunity
to get out and make / meet friends
especially if you live alone or don't have
family close by in Upton.

If you know of anybody who would benefit
by attending this free social event please
let us know, so we can extend the
invitation. If anyone requires transport
please let us know as this can be arranged.

If you or anyone
you know would
like to help by
greeting people

and making them feel welcome please
contact us or just come along on the day.
For further information please phone
Marilyn Bannister or Millie Barnes.

 Upton St Leonards Life
incorporating Church News

   Issue 24 August 2016

VOLUNTEER!

HONOURING THOSE KILLED AT
THE SOMME

Last month’s newsletter showed how the Village was so
deeply affected by events at the Somme in 1916, and early
on July 1st this year over thirty of today’s Villagers met
silently at the War Memorial. At exactly 7.30am there was
a whistle blast, to the minute a hundred years on from
those first whistle sounds signalling the order to advance
“over the top” to the men in the trenches.

THE UPTON ST LEONARDS
SHOW  is coming soon  -  only
41 days to go!

See page 5
for more
Information.

Past issues of USL Life can be seen on the web at usllife.co.uk
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What’s been happening?

UPTON WI
The writings of Dylan Thomas were brought to life by our
speaker in July, George Yiend, who recited from
Reminiscences of Childhood.  He kept us spellbound and
entertained as he brought Dylan Thomas's words to life.

Our new Luncheon Club had been much enjoyed and
there was a second meal in July.  There is canal cruise in
August and a Group Harvest Supper on 28th October at
Hucclecote.

There is no meeting in August so the next Upton WI
meeting will be on 5th September when our speaker will
be Fiona Warin who will talk on the Land Girls.  Fiona is
a most amusing speaker and we would be pleased to
welcome any visitors who wish to join us.

TWYVER WI
(There is a report on the July Twyver WI meeting on page
6)

The August meeting is a short walk of about 2 miles and
starts from the King's Head pub at 7.30pm, ending back
at the pub to eat (pre booking of food before the walk).
The next meeting at the Village Hall is on Monday 12th
September at 7.30pm when the speaker will be Nathalie
Mignotte on Seasonal Colours in the Garden.  Please
come and join us - you will be very welcome.

Some Twyver WI members met for a walk. Sue Merigold
writes: “Fortunately we had great walking weather when
eight of us turned up for our July meet.  Though a
relatively short ramble of 3.5 miles around the outskirts
of picturesque Sapperton,  it was not without its
scrambles and muddy patches and we were glad to have
walking poles! Passing over the river Frome and up
through the pleasant Darvel Woods, we came onto the
Daneway Bank, a delightful meadow full of beautiful wild
flowers and protected butterflies. The wonderfully
decorated seat made an ideal scenic coffee stop.  After
walking through ancient deciduous Siccaridge Wood we
came down to the bridge over the Thames and the
Severn Canal and took the path alongside these waters
to the re-opened Daneway Inn.  Soon we came upon the
amazing Sapperton tunnel and portal, and after a pull
uphill we arrived back in Sapperton and enjoyed a tasty
lunch at The Bell.”

Twyver WI walkers

Hill Farm Cottages
Upton Hill, Upton St Leonards, GL4 8DA

Self-catering cottages well furnished and
equipped with the comforts that will make a stay
in the Cotswolds one to remember fondly. Each

cottage has full central heating and a colour
television in the lounge. Towels, tea towels and
attractive bed-linen are all provided for you; all

you need to bring is food.

01452 614081
hillfarmcottages@hotmail.co.uk

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.

Call us 24 hours a day.
● Funeral Pre-payment Plan

● Memorials

SELIM SMITH & CO

HERON LODGE, PAINSWICK ROAD
GLOUCESTER GL4 4QJ

01452 502685

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

TURN TO US FOR

HELP AND SUPPORT

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Fast, Friendly
& Dedicated Service

In Your Local Area

Family Run Business
Est. In 1968

CEDAR MOTOR HOUSE LTD
Grove Court, Upton Hill

Gloucester GL4 8DA
01452 617240 or 07976 322735

MOT TESTING WHILE YOU WAIT FOR PETROL
AND DIESEL VEHICLES

Diagnostic Fault Code Reading.
Vehicle Servicing & Mechanical Repairs.

Clutches & Timing Belts Replaced, Top Quality Tyres,
Batteries & Exhausts Fitted AT Competitive Prices.

Insurance & Accident Repairs.
Welding Service.

Servicing for New & Used Vehicles Using Genuine
Parts If Required, at Much Lower Rates than Main

Agents. All Parts and Repairs Complying with
Manufacturers Warranty Requirements.

Lube Service from £89 incl VAT
Interim Service from £129 incl VAT

Full Service from £175 incl VAT
We are situated on Upton Hill in Upton St Leonards.

Grove Court is 100 yards past the Kings Head Pub on
the right hand side. Collection service available.
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VILLAGE DAY - THANKS
In last month’s USL Life we majored on pictures and stories from the Village Day. It is now right for USL Life, on behalf
of all the residents of the Village, to record huge thanks to the organising committee. At the risk of omitting some
very important people, we do congratulate and thank Carol Evans, Keith and Ann Pearson, Mike Stratford, Dorothy
Cox, Paula Quinn, Michelle King, Jim Browne and Jackie Lord. It was a great event, achieving its aim of bringing the
Village together, bringing some fun and raising funds (see below!)

Village Day fund raising
The pictures below show Carol Evans presenting a cheque for £1,100 to the playgroup, and Carol and Keith
Pearson presenting the same amount to Rev Robbin Clark and churchwarden Keith Robbins for the church.

B.M.I. SUMMER QUIZ
The B.M.I.’s July Summer quiz attracted 11 teams of
four. The winning team were the "Euro-Sceptics",
and £103 was raised on the night, including a raffle
and an individual donation.  The next “Autumn” quiz
will be on Saturday 17th September.

All the proceeds of the evening, and the other
“seasonal” quizzes, go to a nominated charity
for the year, and this year the charity will be
"Longfield" who provided care for our dear
friend Jenny Long.

What’s been happening (continued)

DAVEY
- L AW -

YOUR GLOUCESTERSHIRE
SOLICITORS

www.daveylaw.co.uk

01452
508800

DIVORCE & FAMILY
MATTERS

ESTATE TAX PLANNING

PROPERTY LAW

WILLS & PROBATE

SPECIALIST SERIOUS
PERSONAL INJURY

SERIOUS INJURY CLAIMS

CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE

COMMERCIAL LAW

PRIVATE LITIGATION

www.seriousinjury.expert

@Davey_law

FOR YOU

YOUR FAMILY

YOUR BUSINESS
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What’s coming up ...? August is a “quiet” month for big events of course, but here are a
couple in the Village:

The BMI Annual
PIG ROAST

Saturday 13 August
7.30pm

Come and join us for good food and drink,
great company and a wonderful evening.

USL Cricket Club’s
Six-a-side tournament

Sunday 28 August

Come and watch! Games start at
11am, with the final at about 6pm

Licensed bar and BBQ
This is a great day of fun non-stop

big-hitting cricket

We could accommodate one “Village”
team. Anyone up for it? You just need to

find 5 others to join you.
Contact Andy Russell

In your diaries for
September:

BMI AUTUMN QUIZ
For BMI members and signed in

guests

Saturday 17th
September 8.00p.m.

£5.00 per team of 4. All profits
on the night for the BMI charity

for 2016-2017 “Longfield”

Little Court Cottages
Cottages for long rent, and self-catering

accommodation for short breaks, in
Upton St Leonards, perfect for visiting

friends and family.
Email: info@littlecourtcottages.co.uk

Tel: 01452 615150
www.littlecourtcottages.co.uk

http://www.littlecourtcottages.co.uk
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And on September 10th of course it is the ...
Upton St Leonards Show

The show itself runs from 2 - 4.30pm on Saturday
10th September, when you can look at the
hundreds of exhibits* in classes such as  flowers,
vegetables, handicraft, cooking, art, and
photography. There is a large children's section
and the Show Committee is committed to
encouraging children to enter, for it is they who
will continue this Village's fine tradition in running
an open Show, open to all who choose to enter.
For some it is serious stuff, for others it is a bit of
fun and taking part.  You can listen once again to
the Cotswold Big Band , eat lashings of ice cream,
win something unexpected at the bottle stall, or
simply go there to meet people and chat. There's
face painting, a bouncy castle, hot dogs, and
skittles competitions. Afternoon tea and cakes are
available in the Hall in case the excitement gets
too much!

September 10th is the date (second Saturday in
September each year). Please support a fine
tradition. And now some help is required:

*Exhibitors wanted!

The Show's success relies on the huge range of
exhibits (here are some photos of last year's exhibits,
also on facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/uslflowershow
Please pick up an entry form and a full schedule of
exhibit classes from the Post Office, or download
these from the website uptonstleonardsshow.com

Volunteers wanted!

We always need  help with setting out the marquees
ready for the exhibits, setting out tables and chairs
in the hall, fetching things, putting up bunting and so
on. Can you spare a couple of hours on the Friday,
Saturday morning or Saturday evening from about
5pm to help clear up? Can you give us a hand? Call
Carol (849350) to enlist or just offer your services on
the day.

Second hand books wanted!

Items for the bottle stall wanted!

Cakes wanted ! (for the refreshments).

Cliff Alderman (Publicity Upton Show)
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The speaker from “Hearing Dogs for Deaf People” was
Merleen, who arrived with her husband Paul and her
Hearing Dog (HD) Grace, a beautiful black Cocker Spaniel.
Grace sat very quietly under a chair while business was
conducted and then while Merleen introduced her talk.
Once Grace was prompted to join in she then proceeded
to visit all corners of the hall, and undertook a veritable
slalom in between chairs and feet - ensuring plenty of
ear tickles and laughter!

Merleen herself started to lose her hearing during her
20's, and had to wear hearing aids in her 30's, so now
has 40 years' experience of their use.  She is classed as
'Profoundly Deaf' and describes this as an invisible
disability.  Until last year she had not been on a train
alone for 15 years, but now with Grace as her companion
she is confident and independent.  Grace allows her to
do things she has not done for 25 or 30 years.

In Britain approximately 900,000 people have a
significant hearing impairment - about 1 in 6, but this is
set to rise, particularly in the 15 to 25 year age group,
whose use of game and music ear pieces and attendance
at loud music festivals are building up issues for their
future.

“Hearing Dogs for Deaf People” was founded in 1982
and over 2000 dogs have undergone training and been
placed with suitable people, including children.  Each
placement costs £40,000, from puppies and their
training, to ongoing training support and regular
veterinary checks until the dog reaches approximately
10 years of age.  Volunteers are very important during
training and deal with puppy socialising for 14 to 16
months.  Training includes obedience and soundwork,
which means that dogs can identify danger sounds such
as a fire alarm or other more normal sounds such as
kitchen timers, doorbells or text messages.  If the sound
is classed as dangerous the dog will drop to the floor,
whereas a normal sound will just mean touching a leg
to gain attention.  This can sometimes mean that a
wake-up call in the morning will be a paw or nose to the
face because the leg is covered up - and there is no
snooze button to press with a dog!

There are many types of help that dogs can give, as
Guide Dogs for the Blind, Hearing Dogs and Assistance
Dogs, helping wheelchair users and also Medical
Detection Dogs.  Of the 9 dogs in Grace's litter, 6 are
Assistance type dogs and 2 work as sniffer dogs with
Customs and Excise.

www.hearingdogs.org.uk

Hearing Dogs Editor: This is a report, written by Janine Black, of a talk given at the July Twyver
WI meeting, and we felt many would like to read it. We all know about Guide Dogs
for the Blind, but not so many of us know about Hearing Dogs,.

MIKE PRAWL
PLUMBING & HEATING

Tel/Fax 01452 547166
Mobile 07946 685419

ALL PLUMBING AND GAS WORK
●Landlords gas safety checks
●Energy efficient boilers installed
●Boiler breakdowns
●Boiler servicing
●Gas fire servicing
●Cookers installed

●General plumbing
●Free quotations
●Over 20 years experience

LAWNMOWERS
SERVICED - SHARPENED - REPAIRED

ALSO: RIDE-ON MOWERS, CHAINSAWS,
ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGE

TRIMMERS ETC,
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY
CHELTENHAM MOWERS LTD

01452 616169
Unit B3, Nexus, Hurricane Road, GL3 4AG

Visit and buy on-line
www.mowers-online.co.uk

http://mowers-online.co.uk
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Rev Robbin writes

Dear Friends,

What a difference a month makes! When I last wrote
this letter, the EU referendum had not yet been held
and we had no idea of all the political upheavals that

would follow on from the vote to leave. The many
recent episodes of terror and gun violence in France,
Germany and the USA had not yet happened, not to
mention the attempted coup in Turkey. I am left trying
to make sense of it all and wondering whether making
sense is even possible.

In the midst of so many uncertainties and frightening
possibilities, it is so helpful to be able to count on
something real and unchanging. I, along with Christians
everywhere, find that in the love of God, which has
been shown us fully in Jesus Christ. We discover there
a promise that outlasts all our troubles and fears,
though it does not exempt us from them. Because we
can count on God's presence with us and with all those
going through difficult times and events, we are better
able to bear them ourselves.

The Church, which is sometimes called Christ's Body
on earth, is a visible sign of that presence and a place
where people gather to affirm it. In church, we gather
to praise God in story and song and to pray for our own
and the world's needs and also for people in special
need of healing, hope or consolation. It is a place of
fellowship and community celebration, one where we
mark before God momentous events in our own lives
such as baptisms, weddings and funerals. It is also a
place to pop in for a quiet moment of reflection or
prayer or just to be still in God's presence. St Leonard's
is the gathering point of the parish. With its
churchyard, it is there for all the people of the village
and for visitors regardless of whether they are regular
members of the congregation.

But how does that happen on a practical level? What
does it take to assure that St. Leonard's continues to
provide services and solace and a place to gather? It
receives no financial support from government

August Church Diary
As usual in August, each church in this area organises 6pm
services and invites the others to attend.

SUN 7th
 8.00am Holy Communion (Rev Robbin Clark)
 10.00am Morning Worship (Rachel Hall)
 12.00pm Baptism
 6.00pm Evening service at St Oswalds, Coney Hill

SUN 14th
 10.00am Communionl (Rev Hugh Broad)
 6.00pm Evening service at St Philip & St James,
   Hucclecote

SUN 21st
 10.00am Communionl (Rev Robbin Clark)
 6.00pm Evening service here - our turn to host the
   other churches!

SUN 28th
 10.00am Holy Communion (Archdeacon Jackie Searle)
 6.00pm Evening service at St Lawrence, Barnwood

CHURCH NEWS

BREXIT! MARSEILLES

BATON ROUGE

MUNICHTURKEY

(sometimes this surprises people who think that a 'state'
church would be paid for) and must take care of all its
building and operating expenses locally, though the
Diocese of Gloucester helps underwrite the cost of having
a local priest. This means, quite frankly, that for St.
Leonard's to be there for you, you need to be there for
St. Leonard's.     (Continued over the page)

Who's Who at the Parish Church

Priest-in-Charge:
 Vacancy
 Rev Robbin Clark - “Transitional Consultant”
Churchwardens:

1  Keith Robbins
2  Vacancy

PCC Secretary:
Roy Roberts

Church Treasurer:
Vacancy

Deanery Synod Representative:
Dorothy Cox

Bell Tower Captain:
Roger Fry

Mothers’ Union:
Rachel Hall

Church Cleaning Rota:
Claire Appleyard

Church Flower Rota:
Evelyn Rumsey

Electoral Roll Officer:
Naomi Stanley-Gunn
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CHURCH NEWS
Tower Floodlighting
Sponsorship Details

The Tower Lights are lit on the 4th August to celebrate my 70th birthday.   Thank you for all
your good wishes and especially all the donations at my charity BBQ for my chosen charity
(Chloe's dream) instead of gifts, Jenny Cunningham x

On Friday 12th August the Tower Lights are lit in celebration of the 10th birthday of Charlie
Davies.  Kindly sponsored by his grandparents Keith and Brenda Davies

If you or your family wish to have the lights sponsored in celebration of a birthday or anniversary or for a loved one’s life or any other
reason then please contact Matthew Gibbs  for more details.. There is no set amount for this, just what you would like to give to the
Church in order to help cover running costs. If you are able to gift aid any donation this will help us too. Please note that the deadline
to ensure a dedication gets in this newsletter is the 10th of the preceding month.

Free collection & delivery service

Quality & value where it counts

Free courtesy car
(Subject to availability)

MOTs, Servicing and Repairs

Goodridge Avenue, Gloucester GL2 5EA
(01452) 527340

Rev Robbin writes, continued  . . .
Anyone can help, and a bit from everyone would make
the burden light indeed. Maybe a financial gift is best
for your situation. Maybe doing a task around the
building or in the churchyard (remember those
'adverts' for a lawn mower?) fits you better. The gift of
your presence at worship cannot be underestimated.
Do speak to one of the PCC members listed on this page
to find out more or to make you offer of help. There is
a saying that has stayed with me for a long time that
applies to many things, not least this: If we don't all
hang together, we will surely all hang separately.

In the midst of such disquieting times as we now face,
I pray we can come together to sustain St. Leonard's
as a visible sign of God's presence with us in this village.

God bless you,

Robbin

The 2016 Annual Conference of the Methodist Church
passed a resolution at the end of June containing the
following text:

The United Kingdom, as a result of the referendum on 23
June 2016, has voted to leave the European Union. In this
time of very significant change and uncertainty there is a
need for leadership which seeks the common good and
encourages people to work together, to respect one
another and to uphold the dignity of all.

The Methodist Conference believes that the British Isles
are enriched by diversity and celebrates the contribution
made by those who have come from other parts of the
world. The Christian tradition calls for respect, tolerance,
love of neighbour and hospitality to the stranger. All bear
the responsibility of speaking and acting for healing,
reconciliation, and mutual respect.

The Methodist Conference abhors and deeply regrets
those actions and words which incite hatred and lead to
the victimisation of groups within society and notes with
concern that such actions and words have been normalised
in recent public discourse.

There are more details on the national Methodist Church
website.

http://www.weygang.co.uk
http://www.painswickpharmacy.co.uk/
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CHURCH NEWS

Concert in aid of
church funds

The Glevum Big Band
Saturday September 24�� 7.30-10.30pm in the Village Hall

Come and join the fun

£10 per ticket, to include a ploughman’s supper and soft drinks
(It’s BYO if you want alcohol)

Help the Village save our historic church building
Tickets from Rachel Hall  or Dorothy Cox

Hurry - this could be a sell out!

CHURCHYARD TALES - Part 2
This month the visitors' book has revealed some
fascinating visitors from the other side of the world
to St. Leonard's churchyard. I was in the churchyard
when visitors Dawn and Ken Read (quick...sign the
visitors book please) came all the way from New
Zealand looking for their ancestors by the name of
'Bishop'. On their portable lap-top they had searched
their ancestry and had come up with several
ancestors by the name of 'Bishop' who had died and
been buried in Upton St. Leonards. Sadly the records
we have do not have any record of any 'Bishops' so
short of going to Gloucester Archives and searching
in the old burial books I was unable to help them.

However we were able to help Mr and Mrs Hunt who
came over from Australia to visit the grave of their
mother,  Anthea Mary Hunt who  died exactly 20

years ago.  (Ed: Anthea and her husband Bob sang
in the church choir until her untimely death)

A visitor from Balgowlah, NSW, Australia came to
see the village and church where his great
grandmother had lived and worshipped. Margaret
Brown had emigrated to New Zealand in the 1870's.

A little closer to home visitors from Faversham in
Kent came to locate their family graves by the name
of 'Ballinger' and this time our record system
worked and they were able to photograph the
graves they had come to find (even if partially
hidden by the long grass).

From Sheila Thomas
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CENTENARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME
In July we remembered those from Upton who gave their lives for us in the first month of the Battle and are
commemorated on our War Memorial. As the Battle continued, tragedy affected more families in the Village. Two
more men were reported killed in August:

Captain Edward Vivian Dearman Birchall DSO - Bucks Battalion of the Oxford & Bucks Light Infantry.
He died on 10th August 1916 aged 32. He was wounded while leading an attack on a German
trench near Poziers on the Somme. His citation reads "He led forward his company with great
dash under fire, entered the enemy's trench and though dangerously wounded refused assistance
until assured the position was won." He was wounded in the leg and taken to Estaples Military
Hospital where he died on his 32nd birthday. He is buried in Estaples Military Cemetery.

This was a double tragedy for the Birchall family of Bowden Hall; Edward's brother Arthur Birchall
had been killed in the Battle of Loos the previous year.

Private Henry Isaac Tranter - 1st/5th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment. He died on 28th August 1916 aged 19. He
was a stretcher bearer and is buried in Blighty Valley Cemetery, Authuile Wood on the Somme. His father, who was a
carpenter and lived in Pretoria Cottages Upton, made the original turnstile gate on the footpath into Upton Churchyard
in remembrance of his son.

Note: Sergeant Sydney Millard killed 23 July was aged 32, not 19 as shown in July USL Life

From Roy Roberts and Mike Stratford.

Book Review
Period Piece - The Cambridge Childhood
of Darwin's Granddaughter

by Gwen Raverat

Gwen Raverat (1885-1957) was born 3 years
after the death of her grandfather Charles
Darwin, the naturalist who developed the
theory of evolution. She became a talented
artist and wood engraver.  Period Piece is
beautifully illustrated with her line drawings.
The book is a memoir of her childhood in
Cambridge and of her relatives in the 1890s.
It has a circular shape as she bundles together her
memories under headings (e.g.Uncles, Education, Ladies,
Propriety).

The Darwins lived in Newnham Grange, Silver Street,
Cambridge and in later life Gwen lived in the neighbouring
Old Granary.  Darwin College now occupies both buildings.
Gwen began writing Period Piece when she was 62 and
since its publication in 1952 it has never been out of print.

She writes about her family, society, fashion,
social standards, games and religion.  The
writing style is full of humour - "Ladies did not
do things themselves, they told other people
what to do and how to do it". Religion - “the
first religious experience that I can remember
is getting under the nursery table to pray that
the dancing mistress might be dead before
we got to the Dancing Class".  The book
briefly mentions famous figures such as
Vaughan Williams, E.M. Forster and Charles
Darwin, but mostly it details Gwen Raverat's
family background, middle class life in
Cambridge at the end of the nineteenth

century, her role as a chaperone to courting couples and
the Victorian view of propriety. Ill health was a feature
of the Darwin family and there are many tales of
treatments and precautions which support Gwen's
suggestion that hypochondria was a family trait.

Period Piece was described as being "as delightful as its
subject" by Frances Spalding in her biography of Gwen
Raverat published by 2001.  It is published by Faber.
ISBN 0-571-06742-5.

Fees from 1% plus VAT.
Give us a try

USL Office 01452 616131
Quedgeley Office 01452 722022
sales@taniawaltersestateagent.co.uk

Retirement Planning, Investment
Planning, Family Protection,

Auto Enrolment Advice
T: 01452 835720

E: hello@blackfriarswm.co.uk
North Warehouse, The Docks Gloucester GL1 2EP

Blackfriars Wealth Management Ltd is an Appointed
Representative of Vision Independent Financial Planning

Ltd who are authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority (FCA)              Ref No: 487395

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing & Heating

Est. 1986
All Plumbing & Heating Work

Undertaken & No Job too small !
Boiler & Fire Servicing

Central Heating Systems
Landlord Certificates, etc.

Glos: 01452 552192
Chelt: 01242 250479
Mob: 07816 103709
ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk

safeGAS

REGISTER
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One weekend in November we, that is me, my dad and
mum, my little sister and our German Shepherd dog Ash,
went to stay in a cottage in Elan Valley, Wales.  On the
Saturday mum suggested we go for a little walk.  It was
very windy, cold and kept threatening to rain, typical
Welsh weather then.  Mum got a picnic ready because me
and my sister always get hungry as soon as we are out of
the front door.  We put on jumpers and waterproofs and
wellies but I wore my shorts because I always do, and my
steel toe caps.

We walked from the cottage to Pen y Garreg dam and
along the edge of the reservoir.  The Elan Valley is a series
of dams and reservoirs that supply Birmingham with an
average of 365 megalitres of water every day.  The water
travels along 118 kilometres of pipe just by force of gravity.
The Elan dams were opened in 1904 by King Edward VII
and Queen Alexandra.  The last dam constructed,
Claerwen, was opened in 1952 by Queen Elizabeth II as
one of her first duties as monarch.  Nearby there is also
the ruins of a dam where they tested the bombs for the
dambusters during the Second World War.

Mum's plan was to walk to the next dam which you can
walk across to the other side of the reservoir, but I don't
think she judged the distance quite right, because each
time we came round a bend we thought we might see the
dam to cross.  We passed a huge wooden seat that was
big enough for a giant to sit on, but still no dam in sight.
Eventually we stopped for some food on a picnic table but
the wind was too cold to stay sitting for long, so we set off
again.  The only other people about was the odd jogger
and a few people on bikes.  Dad started thinking we should
turn back because the skies were looking greyer, but mum
kept saying, "no the dam will be just around the next
bend".  At last it was, we were halfway, just needed to
walk back up the other side of the reservoir to the cottage.

We walked across Garreg Ddu and the weather turned.
It started to snow and hail so we tried to shelter under
the trees until the worst had passed.  On this side of the
reservoir the path was more of a trail through woods and
little wooden bridges over rushing streams because of
the recent rain.  My little sister, who was only four years
old, was getting a bit tired by now but it would be further
to turn round than carry on, so mum kept feeding us
sweeties to keep our energy up.

The trail started to open up into fields where sheep were
grazing, so mum kept a close lead on our dog.  The fields
started to get quite marshy and wooden boards were
laid on the path for you to walk, so you didn't sink in the
mud.  Mum let me have a can of Coke and I led the way
up to a gate.  Unfortunately for me around the gate was
a very boggy patch and I sank up so my knees.  It was a
bit of a shock.  I dropped my can of Coke and it was cold
and stinky. Maybe it was a plus I only had shorts on, at
least I didn't have wet trousers flapping round my legs.
I had a burst of speed on to get back to the cottage to
get clean.  There was another field with sheep in. I was
moving so fast I think the sheep thought I was herding
them.  At last the cottage was in sight. I've never felt so
relieved. I just had an overflowing stream to cross, which
washed my boots off of a bit, and I legged it to the cottage.

Dad started the wood-burner, and I jumped in the
shower to get clean and warm. Mum rubbed the dog
down to get her clean, she was awfully muddy.  We
settled down with a cup of tea and biscuits and mum
says, "that was nearly 7 miles, just a short walk, shall we
do that walk again tomorrow?" OH NO!

Year 5 writing competition
The children were asked to write about a walk. Here is the winning story, written by Ruben
Smith. Enjoy! And congratulations to Ruben.

Upton St Leonards, Glos. GL4 8DZ
Tel: 07505 700027

Email: theuptoncakery@yahoo.com
www.thecakery.design

Cupcakes, Gorgeous Layer Cakes,
Macarons and Meringues

B.A. Electrical Services
Domestic & Commercial

Insured & Registered
For all your Electrical Needs
A Professional and Friendly

Service
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

For a Free Estimate call Bernie
01594 368607 / 07881 981352
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 It's happening again! They're on the Loose! Track them down!

UPTON ST LEONARDS GNOME HUNT  -   SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER 2016

STARTING AND FINISHING at the Village Hall.   (Pushchair friendly)

CLUE MAPS ISSUED between 1.30pm & 3:30pm.  £4. per map.

                                      Refreshments in the Hall from 1pm - 5.30pm

All funds split between FOCUS (Funds for Oncology
Centre Users & Supporters) and St Leonards Church.

If any families or businesses would like to sponsor £20
for a GNOME please contact Marilyn Bannister

Delicious GNOME cakes, prizes, GNOME Selfies, ice creams, raffle

Fun times with the family  in August!

EVENTS AT GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL
SATURDAY 23 JULY - THURSDAY 1 SEPT - 'SUMMER SAFARI'

Summer Holiday family fun at Gloucester Cathedral. A free
family friendly trail which will have you looking up, down
and all around to find the animals listed on the clue sheet.
Collect a trail from a Welcomer.

Time: 10.30am - 3.30pm

MONDAY 15 - TUESDAY 30 AUGUST - THE WALK OF LIFE AT
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL

The Cathedral Labyrinth is a canvas copy of the one in
Chartres Cathedral in France. Visitors are invited to remove
their shoes and walk the Labyrinth in a reflective way. All
children who walk the Labyrinth can also collect a
bookmark/sticker from the Cathedral shop.

BEATRIX POTTER AND THE TAILOR OF
GLOUCESTER AT THE EVERYMAN THEATRE

WEDNESDAY 3 - SATURDAY 6
AUGUST 2016

The Everyman Theatre
Company, along with the
EveryVoice Choir and local
community actors, bring
Beatrix Potter's personal
favourite story to glorious life
on stage.

Box office: 01242 572573

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS AT ROCOCO
GARDEN, PAINSWICK
SUNDAY 29 AUGUST 2016

Adapted from the classic novel by
Kenneth Grahame, five actors
play a variety of characters,
animals and woodland creatures
in this brilliant, hilarious and
breathtaking story. With
something for all the family, The
Wind in the Willows is the perfect
show for a Summer's day out.

Box office: 01242 572573

DAY OUT WITH
THOMAS AT DEAN
FOREST RAILWAY
FRIDAY 19 - SUNDAY 21
AUGUST 2016

All aboard for a day out
With Thomas!

Meet Thomas the Tank Engine™ and his friends, who are
waiting to meet you at Dean Forest Railway.
o Experience a ride on a real steam engine
o Shake hands with The Fat Controller
o Thomas themed activities in the Imagination Station
o Unlimited Travel on Daisy and The Big Steam Train,
o Storytelling on board Daisy the Diesel.

Info: 01594 845840 Booking line 01594 841164
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VILLAGE DIARY
We have put as much in here as space permits.

Events happening weekly are only shown for
the first month or so

A U G U S T
1 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.00-11.30a.m.
1 Mon Coffee Club.........................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00-12.00p.m.
1 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................12.15-1.45p.m.
1 Mon Fitness Training (2 separate sessions)................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................6.00-7.30p.m.
1 Mon Parish Council Meeting.......................................................................Pavilion...............................................................7.30p.m.
2 Tue Needles & Pins....................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-12.00p.m.
2 Tue Tuesday Probus...................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00a.m.
2 Tue Badminton..........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................8.30-10.30p.m.
3 Wed Pilates.................................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.30a.m.
3 Wed Stitchers..............................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.30.-12.30p.m.
3 Wed Pavilion Painters.................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................2.00-4.00p.m.
3 Wed Upstagers Amateur Dramatics............................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
3 Wed Bingo...................................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................8.00p.m.
3 Wed Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................8.00-9.30p.m.
4 Thu Senior Circuits.....................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.15a.m.
4 Thu Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-10.30a.m.
8 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.00-11.30a.m.
8 Mon Coffee Club.........................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00-12.00p.m.
8 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................12.15-1.45p.m.
8 Mon Twyver WI...........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-10.00p.m.
8 Mon Fitness Training  (2 separate sessions)................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................6.00-7.30p.m.
9 Tue Needles & Pins....................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-12.00p.m.
9 Tue Badminton..........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................8.30-10.30p.m.
10 Wed Copy date for September issue of USL Life
10 Wed Wednesday Probus.............................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00a.m.
10 Wed Pilates.................................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.30a.m.
10 Wed Stitchers..............................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.30-12.30p.m.
10 Wed Pavilion Painters.................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................2.00-4.00p.m.
10 Wed Upstagers Amateur Dramatics............................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
10 Wed Bingo...................................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................8.00p.m.
10 Wed Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................8.00-9.30p.m.
11 Thu Senior Circuits.....................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.15a.m.
11 Thu Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-10.30a.m.
13 Sat Annual Pig Roast.................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................7.30p.m.
15 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.00-11.30a.m.
15 Mon Coffee Club.........................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00-12.00p.m.
15 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................12.15-1.45p.m.
15 Mon Fitness Training (2 separate sessions)................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................6.00-7.30p.m.
15 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club......................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
16 Tue Needles & Pins....................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-12.00p.m.
16 Tue Tuesday Probus...................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00a.m.
16 Tue Badminton..........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................8.30-10.30p.m.
17 Wed Ladies Probus .....................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.15a.m.
17 Wed Pilates.................................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.30a.m.
17 Wed Stitchers..............................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.30-12.30p.m.
17 Wed Pavilion Painters.................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................2.00-4.00p.m.
17 Wed Upstagers Amateur Dramatics............................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
17 Wed Bingo...................................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................8.00p.m.
17 Wed Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................8.00-9.30p.m.
18 Thu Senior Circuits.....................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.15a.m.
18 Thu Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-10.30a.m.
18 Thu  Get Together Club ..............................................................................Village Hall..........................................................2.30-4.30p.m.
22 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.00-11.30a.m.
22 Mon Coffee Club.........................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00-12.00p.m.
22 Mon Yoga....................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................12.15-1.45p.m.
22 Mon Fitness Training (2 sessions)...............................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................6.00-7.30p.m.
22 Mon Camera Club.......................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.00-9.00p.m.
23 Tue Needles & Pins....................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-12.00p.m.
23 Tue Badminton..........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................8.30-10.30p.m.
24 Wed Pilates.................................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.30a.m.
24 Wed Wednesday Probus.............................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00a.m.
24 Wed Stitchers..............................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.30-12.30p.m.
24 Wed Pavilion Painters.................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................2.00-4.00p.m.
24 Wed Upstagers Amateur Dramatics............................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
24 Wed Bingo...................................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................8.00p.m.
24 Wed Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................8.00-9.30p.m.
25 Thu Senior Circuits.....................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.15a.m.
25 Thu Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-10.30a.m.
25 Thu Get Together Club...............................................................................Village Hall..........................................................2.30-4.30p.m.
28 Sun Cricket Club Six-a-side with bar and BBQ............................................Recreation Ground.............................................11a.m.-7p.m.
29 Mon August Bank Holiday
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30 Tue Needles & Pins....................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-12.00p.m.
30  Tue Tuesday Probus...................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.00a.m.
30 Tue Badminton..........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................8.30-10.30p.m.
31 Wed Pilates.................................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................9.30-10.30a.m.
31 Wed Ladies Probus......................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.15a.m.
31 Wed Stitchers..............................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................10.30-12.30p.m.
31 Wed Pavilion Painters.................................................................................Pavilion...............................................................2.00-4.00p.m.
31 Wed Upstagers Amateur Dramatics............................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
31 Wed Bingo...................................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................8.00p.m.
31 Wed Tai Chi.................................................................................................Village Hall Annex...............................................9.30-10.30p.m.
Regular weekly events not listed below this line

S E P T E M B E R
5 Mon Upton WI............................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-10.00p.m.
5 Mon Parish Council Meeting.......................................................................Pavilion...............................................................7.30p.m.
10 Sat Copy Date for October issue of USL Life
10 Sat Upton St Leonards Show.....................................................................Village Hall..........................................................2.00p.m.
12 Mon Twyver  WI..........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-10.00p.m.
15 Thu History Group – Chedworth Roman Villa............................................Village Hal..........................................................7.30-9.00p.m.
19 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club......................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
24 Sat Jazz with the Glevum Big Band (see page 9).......................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30p.m.
26 Mon Camera Club.......................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.00-9.00p.m.
26  Mon Lady Downe Charity Trustees Meeting
29 Thu Get Together Club...............................................................................Village Hall..........................................................2.30-4.30p.m.
29 Thu Ladies Probus......................................................................................The Lasket and Gardens Lunch..........................8.45a.m.

O C T O B E R
2 Sun Gnome Hunt.......................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................1.00-5.30p.m.
3 Mon Upton WI............................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-10.00p.m.
3 Mon Parish Council Meeting.......................................................................Pavilion...............................................................7.30p.m.
10 Mon Copy date for November issue of USL Life
10 Mon Twyver WI...........................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-10.00p.m.
17 Mon Abbeydale Garden Club......................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.30-9.30p.m.
24 Mon Camera Club.......................................................................................Village Hall..........................................................7.00-9.00p.m.
26 Wed Ladies Probus......................................................................................B.M.I...................................................................10.15a.m.
27 Thu Get Together Club...............................................................................Village Hall..........................................................1.00-4.00p.m.

We need more advertisers!
You can help. If you use the services of an advertiser let them know
you noticed their ad in USL Life.

If you receive good service from someone who doesn’t advertise,
please let him or her know about USL Life and its reach in the
Village.

USL Life is just about breaking
even, but the financial position
as not as good as we hoped by
this stage and advertising income
could so easily fall unless we
keep looking for new businesses,
and trying to make sure it is
worth advertising with us.

Brothertons
Accountants & Tax Advisors

2 Abbeymead Avenue,  Gloucester GL4 5ER
01452 311711

www.brothertons.co.uk
email info@brothertons.co.uk

All Aspects of Accountancy:
● Self Assessment Tax

Returns
● Sole Trader Accounts
● Limited Companies
● VAT
● Payroll
● Bookkeeping

Local family firm
Established 1998

Free initial
meeting

Fixed quotes

David
Cridland

Contracting
Fencing, Ground

 maintenance and
groundwork contractor

3 Ton mini-digger with driver available

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Hedges cut.  Trees pruned. Ground cleared.

From small gardens
 to farms, no job too small.

Service and reliability guaranteed

     Fully insured                 20 years experience

01452 311215 or 07836 279974
COMMELINES MILL FARM

UPTON ST LEONARDS GL4 8EG

Quality Domestic Cleaning You Can Trust

For All Your Cleaning Needs

 • Regular Clean • Party Clean
 • One-Off Clean • After Build Clean

Leaving you to spend time on what is
important

www.tidy-homes.com
enquiries@tidy-homes.com

07764 364 638

A local friendly company



15

Feature Article
Manor Farm by Teresa Clarke
This month I visited another of Upton's historical gems, when
I was kindly invited into the home of Jean Randall who has
lovingly looked after the house, barn, gardens and
surrounding 60 acres at Manor Farm for the past fifty-six years.

The farmhouse was built in the late seventeenth century.
Amongst the many interesting features are the coursed,

squared, ashlar walls, ashlar chimneys and slate roof. Some
rebuilding and enlargement took place in the early
nineteenth century when the Jacobean revival porch was
added.

To the North West is the cruck framed barn. This is
fifteenth century with the addition of stables in the
seventeenth century. The barn’s A-frame is believed to
have originated from a 13th century ship from Norfolk.
The internal span of the barn is 8.2 m with original rafters
and framing. To the South side are stone base walls with
chamfered plinth and buttresses, with seven raised cruck
trusses with very high cambered collars and circled bracing.
It was possibly built as a Tithe Barn for Gloucester Abbey
and is considered to be the finest example in the county.

Jean and her Mother shared an interest in Jersey cattle,
and in 1978 'Heidi' won the Jersey championship at the
Royal Agricultural Show. Her name remains immortalised
above the stable she occupied from 1973 to 1984.

In 2001 Jean became interested in rare breeds and became
the owner of a number of Exmoor ponies which came from
Adam Henson's farm, followed by two Belted Galloway
cattle in 2012.

Today much of Jean's time is devoted to her interest in
conservation and her extensive rose garden.

Thank you Jean for a very informative visit to your
delightful farmhouse, barn and garden.
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Nutty Badgers Take to the Water
With many of the Explorer Scout Unit leaders having obtained their
paddle sport qualifications over the past 18 months, the unit had been
borrowing equipment to allow the young people to experience water
sports. Following a period of fundraising the Lady Downe Trust was
approached and generously agreed to match funds raised. With these
funds 4 new kayaks, paddles and equipment, along with instructor safety
equipment were purchased.

So on a recent blustery Sunday, the kit along with several Explorers
undertook their maiden trip.  All successfully completed the Scouting
stage badge for paddlesports.

Stewart Tedaldi         Explorer Scout Leader

Some Nutty Badgers in their new kayaks

The BMI Club
(Est 1898)

Bondend Road
Upton St Leonards

Members Club, new
members welcome.

Two bars, wide screen TV with Sky/BT
Sports. Snooker /Pool Tables.Skittle Alley.

Regular entertainment nights.
Function room hire.

Annual Fee £10 plus £5 joining fee.
Senior Citizens half price

To join just call in
and see Alec our Steward for details.

 Open Mon-Fri lunchtimes & evenings.
Sat-Sun Open all day.

http://www.bmiclub.co.uk/
Tel. 01452 616384

Roger Brown
Painter and Decorator

Free Quotations

Telephone 01452 617750
Mobile 07786 765722

7 Twyver Close
Upton St Leonards

HEARING LIMITED
Book your
FREE HEARING TEST
At one of our many
centres throughout
Gloucestershire.

01242 262551
We also welcome
existing hearing aid
users who are
dissatisfied with their
current service & are
looking for a local
company.

The Latest Digital
Technology

90 Day money back
guarantee

No cancellation fees
FREE aftercare for

the life of your
aids

FREE home visits
FREE repair

estimates
LOW COST batteries


